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Quarters A, B ,  and C a r e  th ree  Greek Revival houses b u i l t  a s  o f f i c e r s '  quar 
t e r s  and s t i l l  used a s  such. The houses stand near the workshops i n  the  01 
par t  of the  Norfolk Naval Shipyard. They a r e  screened from the  adjacent 
public s t r e e t  by a high br ick  wall erected i n  1803 around the  o r ig ina l  Gos- 
port  Shipyard. Wooden fences separate the  houses' yards from one another, 
and each individual yard i s  divided in to  two sections by a picket  fence. 
The br ick s t ab l e s  a t  the  ends of the  yards a re  now used as garages. 

A s e t  of ea r ly  plans f o r  Quarters  A, b u i l t  c. 1837, r e f e r  t o  t h i s  building 
as the  Commandant's House. Larger and more formal than the  o ther  two, it 
i s  a two-story, Flemish-bond br ick s t ruc ture  s e t  on a high basement and 
covered by a hipped roof with i n t e r i o r  end chimneys. The cen t r a l  entry,  
with i t s  Doric p i l a s t e r s ,  p la in  f u l l  entablature,  and blocking course, i s  
taken d i r e c t l y  from Plate  28 of Asher Benjamin's The Prac t ica l  House Carpen 
t e r  (1830), with the  minor addi t ion of a transom l i g h t .  Two curving f l i g h t  - 
of s t a i r s  with o r ig ina l  i r on  r a i l i ngs  ascend to  a landing a t  the  front-door 
level .  The three-part  windows, each consist ing of a pa i r  of two-over-two 
sash flanking a six-over-six window, have ramped white marble l i n t e l s  with 
corner blocks. Frame, two-story sun porches with bracketed cornices have 
been added t o  the  s ide  and t o  the  r ea r  of Quarters A. The l a t t e r ,  with i t s  
f an t a s t i ca l l y  carved p i l a s t e r s  and e laborate  jig-sawn ba lus te rs  i s  a hand- 
some example of i t s  s t y l e .  

Quarters B and C a re  very much a l ike .  They a re  a l so  two-story, Flemish-bond 
br ick  buildings s e t  on high basements and covered by hipped roofs  with in- 
t e r i o r  end chimneys. The faqades of these houses a r e  l a i d  i n  pressed brick.  
They a re  three-bay buildings with t h e i r  entrances i n  one of the  end bays. 
Their plans a re  mirror images of each other .  Instead of the  three-par t  win- 
dows of A,  B and C's ramped-lintel windows a re  s ingle  ones, wi th  six-over-si:r 
sash. Two-story frame sun porches have been added t o  t he  r ea r s  of these 
houses, and small, two-story frame kitchen wings t o  the  s ides .  

Quarters A's plan has been s l i g h t l y  modified by the  cu t t ing  of l a rge  arches 
between the reception rooms. Paral le l ing i t s  c en t r a l  entrance h a l l ,  t o  the  
l e f t  i s  a service  passage of f  which a t  the  house's northeast  corner, i s  an 
e l l i p t i c a l  s t a i r  with eased and scrol led ban is te r ,  derived from Pla te  62 of 
Benjamin's Prac t ica l  House Carpenter. Farther down the  passage i s  a pantry. 
To the r i g h t  of the  entrance h a l l  is the  dining room, and the  r ea r  half  of 
the  house i s  occupied by a double par lor  separated by a f l a t t ened  segmental 
arch with corner block imposts, a cen t r a l  t a b l e t ,  and symmetrically molded 
trim. The second-floor plan is s imi la r  to the  f i r s t ,  but  double doors, 
ra ther  than an open arch, separated the  two r ea r  chambers. Much o r ig ina l  
d e t a i l  remains i n  the  house including paneled window reveals ,  simple marble 
mantels, and Greek-fret s t a i r  brackets. 

- 

To one s ide  of the  entrance h a l l s  i n  these quar ters  i s , t h e  dining room. Mid- 
way i n  the house, the  h a l l  i n t e r sec t s  a cross-hall ,  a t  the  near end of which 
i s  another entrance door and a t  the  f a r  end a s t a i r  s imi la r  t o  t h a t  i n  
Quarters A. A double par lor  s t re tches  across the  back of the  building.  In  
Quarters B,  which i s  s l i g h t l y  l a rge r  than Quarters C, t h i s  par lo r  i s  divided 
by an arch, as i n  Quarters A. In Quarters C,  it is a s ing le  l a rge  room with 
a f i rep lace  a t  one end onlv. - (see contznuation sheet  Vl) 
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1 7. Description (continued) I 
Like A, most of the  o r ig ina l  woodwork survives. Especially impressive i s  the  
side-and-transom-light doorway a t  the juncture of the  f ron t  and s ide  entrance 
h a l l s  i n  Quarters  C .  

I +h--- -+ these houses a r e  i n  an excellent  s t a t e  of preservation. Quarters 
ains the  most o r ig ina l  features ,  including i t s  hard pine f loors .  I 
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Quarters A, B,  and C a t  the  Norfolk Naval Shipyard a re  handsome and f i ne ly  
c ra f ted  examples of Asher Benjamin's Greek Revival s t y l e  and i l l u s t r a t e  i n  
s t r i k ing  form the  pervasive nat ional  influence of a r ch i t ec tu ra l  handbooks 
among builder-craftsmen of the  early-nineteenth century. I n  addit ion,  the  
a re  r e l i c s ,  along with t h e i r  contemporary, the  nearby Drydock No. 1, of a 
period of rapid expansion f o r  the  United S ta tes  and the  o r ig ina l  Gosport 
Navy Yard following the  War of 1812. 

What i s  now the  Norfolk Naval Shipyard is the  o ldes t  such naval f a c i l i t y  i n  
the  United S ta tes .  The s i t e  had been recognized as an i dea l  one f o r  ship- 
building as ea r ly  a s  1620. In  1767 the  Gosport Shipyard was established t o  
supply the  Royal Navy. Taken over by the  Cornonwealth of Virginia during 
the  American Revolution, it lay  dormant from 1784 u n t i l  1794, when the  
United S ta tes  Government leased it fo r  the use of the  newly-formed Depart- 
ment of the  Navy. In  1801, the  Federal government bought the  Gosport Navy 
Yard ou t r igh t  and made some improvements. After the  War of 1812, a system- 
a t i c  e f f o r t  t o  expand and improve the  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Portsmouth began. 

According to  the  Public Works Record Book, Quarters  A was b u i l t  i n  1824 
with Quarters B and C following soon a f t e r .  However, an 1827 map of the  
Yard designates them as  the  "Proposed Cornandant's House," the  "Proposed 
Master ~onmandant's House," and the  "Proposed Surgeon's House," respective- 
ly .  Furthermore, the  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  handbook from which t h e i r  de ta i l ing  was 
derived was not published u n t i l  1830. An 1842 map of t he  Yard shows them 
a l l  ex i s t ing  and functioning i n  t h e i r  designated capac i t i es  i n  t h a t  year 
and notes t h a t  Quarters A was authorized i n  1837. Consequently, the  con- 
s t ruc t i on  of the  th ree  houses must be assigned t o  the years 1837-1842. 

The works of Asher Benjamin were highly i n f luen t i a l  i n  the  early-nineteenth 
century. Beginning with The Country Builder 's  Assistant  i n  1797, Benjamin 
undertook, over the  next f if ty-odd years, t o  keep provincia l  craftsmen 
supplied with h i s  own versions of the  prevail ing cosmopolitan t a s t e .  Many 
persons copied designs d i r e c t l y  from these books; more competent craftsmen 
adapted from them with grea te r  o r  l e s se r  freedom. Quarters A, B, and C are 
good examples of t h i s  pract ice .  No d e t a i l  i s  exact ly  l i k e  any i n  Benjamin's 
books; some are  very c lose ,  b u t  o thers  combine elements from various of h i s  
p la tes  according to  the  ca rpen te r ' s  own t a s t e .  

A l l  t h ree  of these houses survived the  burning of the Gosport Navy Yard by 
evacuating Union forces i n  1861 and another by departing Confederate forces 
the  next year. Well maintained, they continue t o  serve a s  residences for  I 
high ranking o f f i c e r s  of the Yard. DTU I 








