


I n  a  l e t t e r  of 1827 the  a r c h i t e c t ,  John Haviland, descr ibed  the  
bu i ld ing  a s  fol lows : 

1 1  This b u i l d i n g  is cons t ruc ted  of g r a n i t e  and Frees tone ,  t h r e e  
s t o r i e s  high on a Basement of twelve f e e t .  Its form i s  t h a t  o f  a  hollow 
square  172 f e e t  on i t s  p r i n c i p a l  f r o n t ,  by 192 f e e t  i n  depth;  i t s  en t rance  

. facade  f aces  t h e  nor th -eas t  and Norfolk, and i s  embellished w i t h  a  b o l d D o r i c  
P o r t i c o  .. ~. of  ten  columns a c c e s s i b l e  by twenty s t e p s  t h a t  s t r e t c h  ninety-two 
f e e t ,  t he  whole l e n g t h  of the  p o r t i c o ;  the  whole of t h i s  f r o n t  is f in i shed  
of ch i se l -d res sed  Vi rg in ia  Freestone; a l l  o t h e r  e x t e r n a l  s u r f a c e s  o f  t h i s  
e d i f i c e  is f i n i s h e d  with hammer-dressed g r a n i t e .  

0 8  The c e n t e r  o f  the  two l o n g i t u d i n a l  o r  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n s  
recede  e i g h t  f e e t ,  leaving  a 40  f e e t  wing a t  each extreme, the  r e c e s s  thus  
formed is f i l l e d  up wi th  a  Piazza f l o o r ,  pos t ,  and r a i l i n g ,  t o  each s t o r y  
from which every  room has  access  the  windows being f i n i s h e d  down t o  each -: 
f l o o r  combine the. proper ty  of doors .  S imi la r  p iazzas  a r e  c a r r i e d  round the  
i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  hollow square .  

1 1  I n  the  rear f r o n t  i s  d isposed t h e  ba ths  w a t e r - c l o s e t s  and r e -  
s e r v o i r  i n s u l a t e d  from t h e  main b u i l d i n g  bu t  accessab le  under cover  i n  each 
s t o r y  by means o f  t h e  p iazzas .  

0 ,  The whole o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  made f i r e  proof wi th  arched c e i l -  
i n g s  of brickwork wi th  t h e  except ion  of the  two upper f l o o r s  o f  the  p r i n c i -  
p a l  f r o n t .  . . 

11 "i'he rooms'of t h e  whole bu i ld ing  a r e  of t h e  most approved 
dimensions, p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  has  been pa id  t o  the  very  important  pro- 
p e r t i e s  o f  v e n t i l a t i o n ,  warming, superintendance and c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of the  
d i f f e r e n t  wards, and t h e  necessa ry  conveniences requi red  a t  each department.  
Four fi.~proof s t a i n q y s ,  one a t  each  ang le  o f  t h e  p l a n  a f f o r d  wi th  the  
a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  p iazzas  p r i v a t e  and easy access  t o  each room. 

"The c u l l n a r y  department is l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  arched Basement o f  the 
f r o n t  n e a r e s t  t h e  apar tments  of t h e  supe r in tendan t  wi th  t h e  bakery and laun- 
d r y  a d j o i n i n g .  The f u e l ,  s t o r e  rooms, l a r d e r  and d a i r y  occupy t h e  rooms 
formed by t h e  foundation of t h e  p o r t i c o  contiguous t o  t h e  k i t chen ,  washhouse 
e t c .  , e t c .  

I, This e d i f i c e  is c a l c u l a t e d  t o  accommodate from t h r e e  t o  f i v e  
hundred beds f o r  s i c k  bes ides  s u f f i c i e n t  rooms f o r  t h e  supe r in tendan t s ,  
d o c t o r ,  n u r s e s ,  domestics ,  and the  pub l i c  o f f i c e s  belonging t o  them." 

The roof  w a s  of.Welsh s l a t e .  Haviland had provided f o r  quarter:  
f o r  t h e  supe r in tendan t  and f o r  the  s e n i o r  surgeon a t  the  l e f t  and r i g n t  f ron t  
of t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  bu t  these  b u i l d i n g s  were never  e r e c t e d .  
However, t h e r e  w a s  a house w i t h  a  wharf i n  f r o n t  o f  it  which s tood i n  f r o n t  
o f  the  h o s p i t a l  (near  t h e  p r e s e n t  t e n n i s  c o u r t s )  u n t i l  about  1860. I t  was 
occupied by t h e  supe r in tendan t  du r ing  t h e  f i r s t  twelve yea r s .  

The b u i l d i n g  needed e x t e n s i v e  r e p a i r s ' a n d  improvements i n  1877, 
and i n  1907 work was begun t o  completely r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  l eav ing  
only  t h e  o u t e r  w a l l s .  Following a r e  j u s t  a Few of  the  c r i t i c i s m s  of the  
o l d  building made by Surgeon-General P. M. Rixey: 

"The p o r t i c o ,  though d i g n i f i e d  i n  appearance,  s e r i o u s l y  i n t e r -  
f e r e s  w i t h  t h e  use fu lness  of t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  a s  i t  darkens and render s  p r a c t i -  
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c a l l y  u s e l e s s  a  l a r g e  p a r t  of t h e  basement and two upper f l o o r s .  
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The p iazzas  were cons t ruc ted  o f  wood, and t h e r e f o r e  were a f i r e  hazard.  The 
wards "cons i s t  o f  a s e r i e s  of v a u l t s  i n  the  form of a l coves ,  each w i t h  a 
window. Owing t o  t h i s  p e c u l i a r  arrangement t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  bed must b e  i n  a l l  
cases  placed i n  the  c o r n e r ,  where t h e r e  is n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  c i r c u l a t i o n  of  air. 

'The massive w a l l s .  . .are no t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a h o s p i t a l ,  a s  t h e  deep embrazures 
tend t o  s h u t  o u t  the  l i g h t  and a i r .  . . . I n  general .  t h e  wards have-the 
appearance -. of  c e l l s .  This i s  the  r ad ica -Ldefec t  of t h e  plan."  

The w a l l s  were cracked from unequal s e t t l i n g ,  and t h e  mor- 
t a r  was poor. '"Ihe woodwork a s  o r i g i n a l l y  designed is  n o t  o f  a kind s u i t a b l e  
f o r  h o s p i t a l s .  There a r e  a g r e a t  many p r o j e c t i n g  co rn ices  and moldings which 
a f f o r d  r e s t i n g  p l a c e s  f o r  h o s p i t a l  dus t . "  

I n  the  r econs t ruc t ion ,  tons  of b r i c k s  were removed, and t h e  
b u i l d i n g  was supported w i t h  s t e e l  g i r d e r s .  Many o f  the  o l d  doors,  t r i m ,  
marble mantel  and f i r e p l a c e s ,  and i n s i d e  window-blinds were r e t a i n e d .  The 
shal low -.-- .~ dome . . . was added a t  this.t-@e. A s t r u c t u r e  t o  the  r e a r ,  con ta in ing  the  
tub rooms, was removed t o  i n c r e a s e  the  depth  of the  foyer  and main f r o n t .  I n  
1909-10, the  new wings were b u i l t  and f u r t h e r  a d d i t i o n s  were made i n  1942-43. 
I n  1960 the  15-s tory  h o s p i t a l  was added t o  t h e  complex. 

There a r e  two monuments on t h e  grounds i n  f r o n t  of t h e  
h o s p i t a l .  One is a marker e r e c t e d  by Haviland over  t h e  grave o f  Major 
Saunders,  oneytime c o m n d e r  of F o r t s  Nelson and Norfolk, who d i e d  March 15,  
1810. The second is a memorial cannon w i t h  i n s c r i p t i o n s  comemora t ine  For t  
Nelson. 
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a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i r m  o f  Wood, Don and Deming of  Washington, D.C. During t h e  
remodeling t h e  p a t i e n t s  were placed i n  h o s p i t a l  t e n t s  on t h e  grounds. I n  

1921 t h e  f i r s t  v e t e r a n s  were admit ted f o r  c a r e  and i n  1960 a modern f i f t e e n  
s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  was added t o  t h e  complex. 

The o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  Naval Hospi ta l  s t and  n o t  only  
as a testament  t o  t h e  na t ion$ e a r l y  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  i ts  seamen b u t  
a s  a ruajor example 0 2  Greek Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e  by a l e a d i n g  a r c h i t e c t  of t h  

/period, 
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I n  1798 t h e  United S ta t e scongres s  passed a n  a c t  c r e a t i n g  
t h e  Marine H o s p i t a l  Se rv i ce ,  t h e  fo re runne r  of  t h e  Pub l i c  Heal th  S e r v i c e ,  
and set up a  Naval Hosp i t a l  Fund t o  be f i l l e d  by t ak ing  twenty c e n t s  a 
month from t h e  pay of every  seaman, o f f i c e r  and marine. When p l a n s  developed 
f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a marine h o s p i t a l ,  t h e  s t a t e  of  V i r g i n i a  i n  1801 o f f e r e d  t o  
supply  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  s i t e  and i n  1826 t h e  c i t y  o f  Norfolk was s e l e c t e d .  
In 1827 t h e  Commissioners of t h e  Naval Hosp i t a l - - t he  S e c r e t a r i e s  of  War, 
Navy and Treasury--picked e i g h t e e n  a c r e s  a t  F o r t  Nelson, a f o r t i f i c a t i o n  
b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h e  Revolut ion t o  p r o t e c t  Norfolk and later purchased by t h e  
f e d e r a l  government i n  1800, a s  t he  s i t e  of t h e  f u t u r e  h o s p i t a l .  S ix ty-one  
a c r e s  were purchased t o  add t o  t he  p r o p e r t y  and John Haviland, well-known 
P h i l a d e l p h i a  a r c h i t e c t ,  w a s  commissioned t o  draw p l a n s  f o r  t h e  new b u i l d i n g .  

Although a s i m i l a r  h o s p i t a l  was begun- in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a t  t h e  
same t ime,  work on bo th  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  w a s  h a l t e d  i n  1829 due t o  l a c k  o f  
funds.  By J u l y ,  1830, however, t he  n o r t h  wing of  t h e  Portsmouth Naval 
Hosp i t a l  was completed and occupied,  t h u s  making t h e  h o s p i t a l  "the f i r s t  
permanent s t r u c t u r e  to be b u i l t  o u t  of  t h e  Hosp i t a l  Fund." Haviland 
f i n i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o j e c t  i n  1832 a l though  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was n o t  comple te ly  
f i n i s h e d  u n t i l  l a t e r .  As a r c h i t e c t  h e  had supe rv i sed  eve ry  a s p e c t  of t h e  
p r o j e c t  a l t hough  Thomas Tolson s u p p l i e d  t h e  f r e e s t o n e  and g r a n i t e ,  I s a a c  
P h i l l i p s ,  of Bal t imore,  t h e  b r i c k s  and M r .  S t r a n t o n ,  o f  Madison, Connect icu  

~ .. ~. ~~. .- ~~ ~ . 

t h e  f l a g s t o n e .  ~ a v i l a n d ' s  scheme f o r  t h e  h o s p i t a l  was a p p a r e n t l y  s o  
ambi t ious  t h a t  i t s  t r u s t e e s ,  worr ied  abou t  t h e  expense, s e n t  Cha r l e s  Bul- 
f i n c h  t o  make a  r e p o r t  on i t .  He r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  " l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  
appea r s  w e l l  c a l c u l a t e d  f o r  h e a l t h  and t o  g r a t i f y  t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  hardy 
seamen f o r  whom i t  is r a i s e d ;  t h a t  t h e  work is w e l l  executed  and does  

18 
c r e d i t  t o  t h e  s c i e n c e  and s k i l l  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t ,  John Haviland,  Esq ... , 

Tne Naval Hosp i t a l  h a s  had d i s t i n q u i s h e d  s e r v i c e  s e r v i n g  t h o s e  
i n  need. I n  1855 when Portsmouth l o s t  o n e - f i f t h  o f  its popu la t ion  i n  a 
d r e a d f u l  Yellow Fever epidemic,  o v e r  500 c i v i l i a n s  were t r e a t e d  a t  t h e  hos- 
p i t a l .  I n  A p r i l ,  1862, t h e  Confederate  government surrounded t h e  b u i l d i n g  
w i t h  ear thworks  and renamed i t  F o r t  Nelson. The n e x t  y e a r  i t  was occupied 
by Northern t r o o p s  a n d r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a f e d e r a l  army h o s p i t a l .  

I n  1866 t h e  h o s p i t a l  grounds were l a i d  o u t  as a wel l - landscaped  
park.  Eleven y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  h t s p i t a l  had d e t e r i o r a t e d  and needed ex ten -  
s i v e  r e p a i r s  and improvements, and i n  1879 s team h e a t  was added t o  r e p l a c e  
t h e  wood s t o v e s .  During t h e  Spanish-American War t h e  s o u t h  wing w a s  p u t  
i n t o  use ,  and t h e  e n t i r e  h o s p i t a l  cont inued  i n  use  through World War I. 
Between 1907-1909 t h e  h o s p i t a l  was r e c o n s t r u c t e d  and i n  1909-1910 t h e  new 
wings were added, bo th  p r o j e c t s  be ing  conducted under  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of  t h e  

. . 
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evaluated according to the criteria and procehres  s e t  

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 0ffics o ~ ~ r c h e o , o ~ y  Historic ~ ~ a s c r v a t i o n  
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tzonsl Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publ ic  L a w  

89-665). 1 hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

in the Nationpl Register and certify that it has  been 
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