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state code county 

Category Ownership Status Present 
district public occupied agriculture museum 

private unoccupied park 
both w o r k  in progress educational private residence 

Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious 
o b j e c t  government 

being considered 
in process yes: restricted 

industrial transportationyes: unrestricted 
no 
 other: 

of
name 

P u l a s k i  

5. 
 of 

courthouse, registry of deeds, 

street number N 
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has property been determined yes 
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23219
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- - -  .- - - - -  

Condition Check one Check one 
-xexcellent - deteriorated - unaltered 2 L  original site 

N /A - good - ruins - 1 ~  altered -moved date 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Pulaski County Courthouse is located on Main S t ree t ,  i n  the hear t  of the  town of 
Pulaski. Combining elements of the  Richardsonian Romanescpe and Queen Anne stiles, the massiv 
limestone building was completed i n  1896 a f t e r  the plens of the a rch i tec tura l  firm of Chamber- 
l i n  & Co., of Knoxville, Tennessee. The spacious l o t  surrounding the building, the g i f t  of 
the  town t o  the county, enhances themonumentality of the  edif icewhich dominates the  downtown 
area. The 2%-story, hipped,-roof s t ruc ture  i s  distinguished by projecting corner towers. The 
building' is faced with expertly cu t  rough stonework l a i d  i n  random ashlar-;ouarried fron 
nearby Pear Creek. 

The main (north) entrance is located within a projecting 2%-story cen t ra l  entrance tower. 
The entry consis ts  of a l a rge  round arch t l iat  frames double doors. The present metal frame 
g lass  doors aremodern replacements. m e  tower's second s tory has a three-part cen t ra l  window 
flanked by paired p i l a s t e r s  t l iat  a lso flank blznd rectangular openings with pedimented heads. 

- The p i l a s t e r s  have elaborately carved capi ta ls .  The towerrs a t t i c  story. has a semicircularT 
arched window flanked By pedestals. T h e  tower's treatment is repeated on the rear  (south) 
elevation. Situated Eetween tlie towers is a c l a s s i ca l ly  ornmented be l f ry  covered by an 
elongated domical roof and capped by a lantern.  

~ e n e s t r a t i o n  includes a var ie ty  of sash within var ied openings. The f i r s t  story of the  
main block has 2/1 hung-sash windows with transoms i n  rectangular openings topped by jack 
arches with keystones. The second-story windows of the~main block have 2 / 1  hung sash with 
blind fan-like transoms i n  semicircular-arclied openinqs. The fenestra t ion of the  corner tower 
consis ts  of 2 / 1  hung-sash windows topped By splayed l inte l - type heads. Projecting bays on the 
eas t  and west elevations have large,  round-arch openings w i t h  multi-paned windows on the f i r s t  
s tory and semic i r cu l a~a rched  openinqs witb blind transoms on the second story.  Flanked by 
chimneys, each bay'.s pro)ect?nq gable has a multi-paned,round-arched window topped by a peat- 
ment. 

Although the in t e r io r  of the  courthouse has undergone considerable a l t e r a t ion ,  the 
county and court  o f f ices ,  as  o r ig ina l ly  planned, s t i l l  occupy the f i r s t  f loor .  The courtroom 
remains on the second f loor  with t he  or ig ina l  judge's bench, fronted by a carved oak panel, 
s t i l l  serving as i ts  focal  point. An or ig ina l  balustrade with turned balusters  divides the 
auditorium. Themain open-well s t a i r  between the  f i r s t  and second f loo r s  remains i n  place. 
The s t a i r  i s  distinguis,hed by a carved oak newel post ,  

Surrounded by an i ron fence, the  courthouse grounds s t i l l  preserve much of t h e i r  early 
flavor.  A three-part stone archway inscribed with the dates  1607-1907 serves a s  a formal 
entrance t o  the  courthouse yard. .  The arcii o r ig ina l ly  served a s  the  entrance t o  the  Pulaski 

.. County exhibi t  a t  the Jarnestown Brposition of 1907. Tal l  pine t r e e s  and large shrubs ornament 

the yard; the  courthouse annex of 1958 was b u i l t  over the  r ea r  (south) lawn, 



Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 17OC-1799 
-X1800-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation X law - science 
-agriculture -economics - literature -sculpture 
X . . 

-architecture -education - mllltary - sociall 
-art - engineering -music humanltarlan 
-commerce - explorationisettlement - philosophy -theater 
-communications - industry X politicsigovernment t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

- invention - other (specify) 

Snecific dates 1896 BuilderIArchitect W. ChamBerlin & Co, 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph), 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The a rch i tec tura l ly  d i s t i nc t ive  Pulaski County Courthouse, a prominent landmark i n  the  
town of Pulaski is s ign i f i can t  a s  one of the  s ta te ' s  few large publ ic  buildings i l l u s t r a t i n g  
the influence of the  Romanesque Revival s t y l e  of H. H. Richardson. During the l a t e  19th cen- 
tury the Richardson Romanesque s t y l e  had proven qui te  popular i n  the  North where large blocks 
of rough-hewn stone were p i led  t o  form suclimonumental edif ices  a s  the New York State  Capitol 
a t  Albany, Alleghany County Courthouse and J a i l  a t  Pittsburgh, and Trinity Church i n  Boston. 
The firm of W. Chanberlin & Co. of Knoxville designed the courthouse a t  Pulaski i n  t h i s  robus 
s ty l e ,  with stone quarried from nearby Pear Creek. A controversy concerning the location of 
the county sea t  a t  Dublin o r  Pulaski was permanently s e t t l ed  when the county took formal 
possession of the courthouse building i n  1896. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Named f o r  Casimir Pulaski, tfie Polish p a t r i o t  who served with the Continental Army i n  
the American Revolution, Pulaski County was formed i n  1839 from portions of western Montgomer: 
and eastern Wythe counties. The creation of the  new county was necessitated by the immigratic 
of s e t t l e r s  in to  t h i s  area  of southern Virginia i n  the years jus t  following the Peace of Ghen' 
The town of Newbern, an important stop on the Old Baltimore and Nashville Stage Road, became 
the new county seat .  

Within several  weeks of the  burning of the Newbern courthouse on November 27, 1893, the 
c i t i z e n s  of both Pulaski and Dublin were mobilized i n  a competitive e f f o r t  t o  remove the WDnt 
sea t  from Newbern t o  t h e i r  respective towns. The competition was soon joined by the c i t i zens  
of Newbern who came fo r th  with tf ieir  h i s to r i c  claims. The controversy received state-wide 
a t ten t ion  whenmembers of the General Assembly and delegations from the r i v a l  towns debated t l  
issue of the  fu ture  s i t e  of the  new courthouse building. 

Throughout the  l a s t  half  of the  19th century, Pulaski had rapidly developed into  the 
county's center of industry and commerce. The town a t  the time of the  controversy boasted twc 
banks and two f ine  hotels . .The.county 's  one opera house was i n  the  town of Pulaski, and the 
county newspaper, the  - News Review, was published i n  Pulaski. The burgeoning town f e l t  t ha t  i- 
had almost everything except the  county courthouse. After much debate and two county-wide 
elections,  the  S t a t e  Court of Appeals on March 2 1 s t ,  1895, voiced a decision i n  favor of the  
county sea t  a t  Pulaski. I n  t he  f i n a l  agreement, the  town of Pul-aski contracted t o  pay the 
cos t  of constructizn of the  new courthouse and donate the  property on whj.ch it would stand. 
The Knoxville firm of W. Chamberlin & Co. was chosen a s  archi tects  and the loca l  firm of 
Miller & Warden as  loca l  contractors.  

While the Newbern courthouse, the  predecessor of the Pulaski courthouse, was b u i l t  of 
brick, the Pulaski commissioners favored a stone building. The durabi l i ty  of stone, together 
with i ts  symbolic qual i ty  of permanence, appealed t o  Pulaski i n  t he i r  decision for  t h e i r  cour 
house. With stone from Pear Creek, construction o r  the  building began and was completed i n  

(See Continuation Sheet # I  



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Brockenbrough, Connie. "Old Courthouse Losing I n t ~ i o r , "  Southwest Times, Fulaski ,  Va, 

August 1, 1976. 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1 Acre 
auadrangie name Pulaski ,  V i rg in ia  Quadrangle scale 1 3  24000 

UMT References 

Am 1511191413~I  I q A q d q ~ ( 4  
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion Beginning a t  a p o i n t  on S Side of Main S t r e e t  ( R t .  99) 
about  200' W of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  Main S t .  and Washington Ave. (U. S. 1 1 ) ;  thence extendinc 
about  150' S; thence about  250' Wj thence about 150' N t o  S Side  o f  Main S t . ;  thence about 
250' E a l o n s  s a i d  s i d e  t o  p o i n t  o f  o r j a m .  . . 

P e t  # 1 1. 
L is t  a l l  s tates a n d  count ies for propert ies overlapping s ta te  o r  county boundaries 

state N/A code county N/A code 

state N/A code county N /A code 

I 1 Form Prepared By 

nameltitle Virgin ia  Hfs to r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  

Organization Virg in ia  His to r i c  Landmarks Commission date September, 1981 

street 8 number 221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone (8041 786-3144 

cltv or town Richmond state Vira in ia  23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national 2 state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer 
665). 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in 
ac&ordlng tothe crlteria andprocedures set forth by thf ierhge ~onservat!on and,Rpreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature & - w . 
H. Brrm Mitchel l .  Executive ~ i r e c t o r / /  
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

2. H i s t o r i c  American Buildings Survey Inventory 
1958 Federal  
Library of Congress 
Washington, D.  C.  

8 .  HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

1896 a t  a c o s t  i n  excess of $20,000, including a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f ees  of $1,800. The county 
o f f i c i a l l y  took possession o f  t h e  courthouse bui ld ing  on November 16,  1896. 

S i g n i f i c a n t  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  bui ld ing  and grounds inc lude  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of the  s tone  
arches  a t  t h e  ent rance ,  which served a s  t h e  g a t e s  t o  t h e  Pulaski  County e x h i b i t  a t  t h e  
Jamestown Exhibi t ion  of 1907, and t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of t h e  clock and b e l f r y  i n  1911. The 
i n t e r i o r  has been considerably a l t e r e d  i n  appearance b u t  r e t a i n s  i ts  o r i g i n a l  s t a i r  and 
judge's bench wi th in  t h e  courtroom. A courthouse annex was b u i l t  t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  bui ld ing  
i n  1958. 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Smith, Conway. The Land That Is Pulaski  County. 
Board, 1981. 

Pulaski ,  Va . : Pulaski  County Library 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n ;  

The Pu lask i  County Courthouse occupies t h e  cen te r  o f  a c i t y  block i n  t h e  town of Pulaskl 
bounded on the  north by Main S t r e e t ,  on the  south by 2nd S t r e e t ,  on the  west by Je f fe r son  
Avenue and on t h e  e a s t  by Washington Avenue. The courthouse is  on the  o r i g i n a l  t r a c t  of 
land donated i n  1895 t o  t h e  county provided t h a t  they e r e c t  the  courthouse i n  the  town of 
Pulaski .  The nominated l o t  of approximately one a c r e  includes only t h e  o l d  courthouse 
and f r o n t  grounds a s  bounded on Main S t r e e t  by i ts  archway and fence;  t h e  courthouse annex 
is not  included i n  the  nomination. 






