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DESCR1BE THE PRESENT AN0 ORIGINAL ( IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The nomination includes terrace systems and upland areas along the New R i ~ e r  and 
Lncorporates a number o:E p r eh i s t o r i c  and h i s t o r i c  s i t e s .  Moderate h i l l s  t o  t h e  e a s t  and west 
i re  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  Appalachian ElIountain province. Emanating a t  t h e  base of and i n  
shese h i l l s ,  numerous small  streams provide r ead i l y  access ib le  f r e sh  water sources .  A l luv i a l  

Jhi le  c ryp to - c ry s t a l l i ne  ma t e r i a l s  predominate, c r y s t a l  quar tz  and ferruginous q u a r t z i t e  
t l so  occur. These a r t i f a c t s  d a t e  from t h e  Early Archaic t o  the  Late Archaic per iod (ca.B.C. 
3000-1500) . 

A small e a r l y  Late  b'oodland period component is represented Ey approximately 100 sherds  
)f Grayson s e r i e s  p o t t e r y  (Holland 1970) and severa l  l a rge  che r t  p r o j e c t i l e  ~ ~ i n t s .  The Late  
kodland ma te r i a l  i s  confined t o  t h e  plowzone a t  44 My 29 while t h e  Archaic period ma te r i a l  
zxtends s eve ra l  inches  in to  t h e  undisturbed matrix. 

la ta  i n d i c a t e s  that the s i t e  represen ts  a single occupation of t he  s i t e  d a t i n g  t o  t h e  same I 

:ype of the region)  predominates.  A.1 though excavat5ons have not been conducted, t h e  occurrence / 
lf bone a r t i f a c t s  o n  the  slrxface of the s i t e  i nd i ca t e s  t h a t  sub svr face  f e a t u r e s  e x i s t .  The I 
iorthwest s i d e  o f  t h e  site mav overlau with 44 Mv 11. I 

)ne f i v e  f o o t  t e s t  square  i n  t h e  s i t e  7.n 1963. Based on Holland's survey znd on the r e s u l t s  
)f a surface survey conducted i n  1975, t h e  s:.te is  defined by a darkly s t a ined  c i rc r t l a r  a rea  
)f s o i l  about 225 f e e t  ; r ~  dihmeter. The predomirlani 3o t t e ry  t y p e  is  t h a t  of the  crushed 
Limestone tempered Etadford series with the New River ,  Wythe, and ~Grnysos series representing 
1 minority of the sherds r epor t ed  (Holland 1570::!2: Suchanan 1975: personal  clhservation). 
di thic  items a r e  man~fac:ured froin che r t  and quar tz .  Bone arttfacts inc lude  a v a r i . e t ~  of 

c a t ego r i e s  representirlp u t i l i z a t i o n  of numerous species .  Shall-f ish renains a r e  also 

reported. A radio-car i~cn 6ar:c of A . D .  1250 + 120 years probably date t o  the earlier Occu- 
l a t i on  of t h e  area and no t  t o  ,the pal isaded v i l l a g e  which is  probably associatedtcont 'd) 
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7. DESCRIPTION: I 
with the Radford s e r i e s  pot te ry  (Holland 1970: 22 ) .  Tbiq l a t t e r  occupation probably 
dates t o  ca .  P..l). -1500 or. l a t e r .  I * Following t h ?  abandorment of t\e s i t6  by t h e  Indians, the Location was occupied by 
W i l l i a m  Ingles ,  a prominent f igure  on the ,vestern f ron t i e r  and apparently the f i r s t  
white s e t t l e r  t o  res ide  a t  th; s i t e .  Before coming t o  the s i t e  o f  Lngles Ferry, 
William Ingles and his w i f e ,  Mary, l ived a t  Drlpers Meadows on the e a s t  side of the  
New River i n  Montgomery County, near present Blacksburg. In the massacre of .July 
30, 1755 Mary Ingles was captured by Shawnee Indians and taken t o  the  Ohio towns 
where she remained a few months, before she escaped and returned t o  the New River 
set t lement .  

. Because of ~ a r y ' s  
concern a b w c  lndl'ar; a t t ack  they poved on t o  Bedford where Xary i s  s a i d  t o  have 
remained unt2.l 1762. WLlliana, a n i l i t i a  o f f i ce r ,  served i n  the French and Indian , 
War and spent pa r t  of t h e  war period on t:he N e w  River, However, t h e  e sz l i c s t  3ate 
t o  confirm h i s .  1oc:ation a t  the present 1ngle.s Ferry  s i t e  on New River i s  1762, when 
he was granted a licen.se t o  operate the f e r ry  ;.cross Neb? River (Hening 7 ,  p. 588). 

Although the  Inglcs family controlled both sides of the  r ive r  a t  the f e r r y  s i r e ,  
the residence of ~ i . l l i a m * ~ n ~ l e s  was located on the e a s t  s ide  of t he  r i v e r ,  and 
during the 1760's a f o r t ,  believed t o  be ca l led  Fort Hope, was located a t  h i s  
residence (Virginia Mss. 6, ZZ 53; preston Papers 2 QQ 43). Following the death 
of William Ingles i n  1782, h i s  widow Mary lived i n  a small one room l o g  house 
(S i te  D) located a t  the head of a spring braach on the eas t  side of t h e  river., 
about one-half m i l e  frori, the ferry, and about 25 yards southwest of the spr ing  
(Map B). 'The cabin was remover? ca. 1900-1010. Excavatj-ons cur rent ly  2r~ Trogrcss 
have revealed the founc:ation of the c a b i ~  which measured 14% fee t  by 
16 fee t .  T h i s  one morn s t ruc tu re  h ~ d  one. dcor and one window. The area exca- 
vated to  date  mtastiras 1400 square fee t  'itid includes 37 features  which provide 
d e t a i l s  on the ~ e r l o d  of construct ion and the l a t e r  addi t ion of a lean-to. More 
than 30,000 a r r i f a c t s  have been recovered and confirm a date  ca. 1760-1; 70. 

? . 
The cemetery and the cabin s i t e  

a re  present ly e-rclhohed within the outdoor theatre walls where the play The Long 
Way Home is  prevented eact. sumruer, Thr: story depicts the escape of Kary IngLes 
from t h e  S h a ~ n e e  L ~ l d i a i l  camp, ;nti her walk back t o  the New River set t iements .  

.,% . 

continued 
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DESCRIPTION: (cant ) I 
A tannery (Site B) was located northwest of the cabin on the  nor th  s i d e  o f  t h e ,  I 
spr ing  b r a n c h ,  ! : r cha~ol ig icc l  i~nves t igz t ions  t o  t e s t  both of these  sites a r e  
p 1 anned . 
In  1782 the w i l l  of William Ing les  was probated i n  Montgomery County ( W i l l  Book B, 
p. 5 4 ) ,  and uncer i t s  terms, his son, John Ingles,  was t o  rece ive  a l l  lands of 
h i s  f a t h e r ,  al though the  w i d ~ w  was allowed to  use 100 acres  f o r  her l i f e t ime .  
The t r a c t  was t o  include t h e  house and t h e  g rea t e s t  pa r t  of the  c lea red  lands.  
The will also s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  l and  ovsr the  r i v e r  opposi te  the  land where W i l l i a m  
Ingles  l i ved  was co go to son John. Benef i ts  from the f e r r y  were reserved for f i v e  
years  f o r  Pfary, the  daughter of William IngLes. 

t 

>The road t o  t h e  Ing les  F e r r y  ~ a s s e d  i n  f r on t  of t h e  cabin door_. The oxdinary,  
' tavern s t o r e ,  and stal:le:; f c r  the  t r ave l i ng  public were locst&d on the  w e s t  s i d e  
of t he  r i v e r .  I n  November 1963, t h i s  a rea  w a s  placed on t h e  National Regis te r  
of H i s to r i c  Places under t h e  name of Lngles Ferry. On February 9, 1843 Thomas 
Ing l e s ,  grandson of WiLliam, repor ted t o  the  Pulaski County cour t  that  a bri2ge 
ac ross  the New River a t  t he  site of Tngles Ferry  had been completed. (Pulaski 
Order Book 1, p. 184). The bridge was destroyed i n  the Civil War, and t he  f e r r y  
s e rv i ce  was resunled. 

About 1790-a180Q ~ o h n  Ingl  
E )  loca ted  100 yards east 
foundation,  and l a t e r  add 

es, son of W~l l i am  ar.d Mary ~ngles, b u i l t  a house (S i t e  
of t b e  cabin (F!ap B . )  The o r i g i n a l  how had 3 s tone  

i t i o n s  had a b r ick  foundation. The changes i n  the  house 
appear t o  have been made following the death of John Ingles  i n  1849 (Wil.1 o f  John 
IngLes, Moni-gomery Co~,.r~ty Book 8 ,  p. 48). The house, named Ing les ide ,  i s  a t i l l  
in t h e  hands of the desccndant .~ ,  heing present ly  owned by Mary L e w i s  Ingles 
J e f f r i e s  and -1er brother J. Lewis Ingles ,  Jr. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Ing l e s  Bottom k c h s o l o g i c a l  Sites encowass  a v a r i e t y  of  human occupation s i t e s  
documenting man's u t i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  region from B.C. 8000 t o  t he  p resen t .  The occurrence 
of p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  time periods on t h e  d i f f e r e n t  geological  format ions  pro- 
v ides  data r e l e v a t t  t o  understanding cllangfng set t lement  ~ a t t ' e r n s  over t i m e .  The presence 
of i n  s i t u  a r t i f a c t s  of t he  Archaic period a t  44 Fly 29 w i l l  enable f u t u r e  s tudy  of '~Kersite 
v a r i a b i l i t y .  The remaining s i t e s  w i l l  be of value i n  studying t he  development of l o c a l  
cu l t u r e s  dur ing t h e  Woodland period and t he  replacement of these  e a r l i e r  c u l t u r e s  by 
cu l t u r e s  producing t h e  New River Eer ies  po t te ry .  Given t h e  rapid  d e s t r u c t i o n  of our  
a rcheo log ica l  resources ,  this area w i l l  preserve a sample of t he  a r cheo log i ca l  resources  
of t h e  f loodpla in  a r e a  of the New River valley. 

The h a b i t a t i o n s  of t h e  Ing l e s  family from the  beginning of t h e  se t t l ement  to  t h e  
present  time presen t  opportuni ty  t o  study cu1tura:L changes dur ing t h e  h i s t o r i c  per iod.  
The h i s t o r i c  a rcheo log ica l  sites and s tanding s t r u c t u r e s  document t he  initial se t t l ement  
of t h e  a r e a  by TJ i :L l l an  I ng l e s ,  a notable, f r o n t i e r  leader .  William Ing l e s '  home on t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  of the New Etver  s e x e d  as a f o r t  f o r  the e a r l y  s s t t l e r e  and the cue room l o g  
house being excavated was  he hame of h i s  widow, Mary Ing lee ,  u n t i l  - . her  dea th .  

The l o c a t i o n  of t h e  l a g  house h a s  been confirmed by excavations.  John Ing:~ee,  son 
of IJ5llh.n Ingles, b u i l t  a house In  t:he 1790's which s t i l l  stands.  

The I n g l e s  F e r r y  Road, considered a major gateway t o  Kentucky and t h e  West, c ro s se s  
New River a t  Ir?gles Bottom. The f e r r y  which served t r a v e l l e r s  dur ing t h e  18 th  cen tury  
was replaced by a b r i dge  i n  t h e  19 th  century.  : \~ i th  t he  de s t ruc t i on  of t h i s  b r idge  dur ing  
t h e  C i v i l  War, the I ng l e s  fzmily resumed f e r r y  cnperations whlch were discon2inued i n  t h e  
mid-20th century.  SLlght ly  upstream of the noxhated ares,  present Interstate 81 clrries 
modern travellers across ';he Yew Ever.  
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Exter.t rcmin ing:  although the lngles cabin site has been excavated, the 
accompanying outbuildings and cemetary remain undisturbed. The prehistoric 
components of the s i t e  are largely undisturbed. 
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