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A P P C A R A N C E  

l ~ h e  dcs ign  of  Monumental Church takes  i n t o  account i t s  dua l  funct ion:  
f i r s t ,  t o  se rve  a s  a monument t o  those who per i shed  i n  t h e  t r a g i c  t h e a t e r  
f i r e ,  and second, t o  se rve  a s  a n  Episcopal  p a r i s h  cliurch. Thus the  s tone  
p o r t i c o  which s h e l t e r s  the a c t u a l  monument t o  the deceased becomes almost 
a s e p a r a t e  s t r u c t u r e  from t h e  s tuccoed churdh behind i t .  The p o r t i c o  is 
i n  a n t i s  on a l l  t h r e e  s i d e s ,  having two f r ee - s t and ing  Greek Doric columns 
framing each opening. Ins t ead  o f  a pediment, t h e  p o r t i c o  is crowned by a 
t r i a n g u l a r  pa rape t .  The f ~ n e r e a l  q u a l i t y  of  the  p o r t i c o  i s  heightened by 
t$e f r i e z e  decora ted  wi th  a s e r i e s  of  lachrymatories  r a t h e r  than t r i g l y p h s .  

1 The church i t s e l f  i s  a two-story octagonal  s t r u c t u r e  crowned by a low 
c i r c u l a r  dome topped wi th  a l a n t e r n .  Mills intended t h a t  t h e  church 
have a ta l l  s p i r e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  r e a r  s i d e ,  but  only  t h e  bottom s e c t i o n  
of  t h i s  was b u i l t .  The t h r e e - p a r t  windows on both the  f i r s t  and second 
s t o r i e s  o r i g i n a l l y  conta ined  sashes  wi th  small, c l e a r  g l a s s  panes,  but  
these  were removed and replaced  wi th  s t a i n e d  g l a s s .  

The i n t e r i o r  of  Monumental Church i s  t h e  audi tor ium type con ta in ing  box 
pews w i t h  a g a l l e r y  s t r e t c h i n g  around t h e  r e a r .  A l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  
i n t e r i o r  inc lude  t h e  remodeling of  the  apse  and chancel ,  and the  removal 
of the  four  wooden t a b l e t s  which hung over  t h e  a l t a r .  The organ has been 
removed from t h e  r e a r  c h o i r  g a l l e r y  and a new organ case  has been placed 
i n  t h e  bay t o  t h e  r i g h t  of  t h e  a l t a r .  

' \ A  two-story wing was added t o  ?the e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  church circa 1840. 
-Although some r e p a i r  work was undertaken on the  p o r t i c o ,  circa 1965, 
the  i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  church i s  much i n  need of r e s t o r a t i o n .  The l a t e -  
n ine teen th  cen tu ry  a l t e r a t i o n s  and r edecora t ion  has sad ly  obscured the '  
c l e a r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s ta tement  t h a t  Mills 's i n t e r i o r  o r i g i n a l l y  made. 

. . . .  : . a  . . .  ~ i .  I I :  
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Monumental Church was eqected dur ing  the  yea r s  1812-14 on t h e  s i t e  of  
t h e  American French Academy which burned December 26, 1811, dur ing  a  
t h e a t r i c a l  performance. The church was b u i l t  a s  a  monument t o  the  
seventy-two people,  inc luding  Me Governor, George William Smith, who 
d i e d  i n  t h e  f i r e . \  John Marshal l ,  a  pew ho lde r ,  headed the  conunittee 
which r a i s e d  funds by p u b l i c  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  bu i ld  t h e  church. 'The 
c i t y  of Richmond con t r ibu ted  $5000.00 and t h e  s i t e ,  and the  church served 
a s  a n  Episcopal  p a r i s h  church u n t i l  1965 when the  p rope r ty  was t r a n s f e r r e d  
t o  t h e  Medical College of  ~ i r ~ i n i a . 1  Other important persons connected 
w i t h  t h e  church were t h e  Reverend Richard Channing Moore, l a t e r  Bishop 
of  V i r g i n i a ,  who served a s  f i r s t  r e c t o r ,  and Edgar Al len  Poe who a t tended 
t h e  church a s  a  smal l  boy. The bu i ld ing  now se rves  a s  a n  i n t e r - f a i t h  
chapel  f o r  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  Medical College. 

PERIOD (chock One or Morn o n  A p P r 0 ~ r i . l ~ )  

Pre.Columb,on 16th Century U 18th Century n 20th Century u 
15th Cantvry rJ 17th Century 19th Century 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  Monumental Church is one of  
America's e a r l i e s t  and most d i s t i n c t i v e  Greek Revival churches,  the  work 
of the  famous a r c h i t e c t ,  Robert M i l l s .  The notpd . a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r i a n ,  
Talbot  llamlin, sununed up the  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  Monumental 
Church when he wrote:  ". . . i t  i s  thus a s  prophet ic  of the  Greek Revival 
s t i l l  t o  come a s  i t  is express ive  o f  the freedom of  des ign  which 

1 c h a r a c t e r i z e s  M i l l s '  e a r l y  work." 
I 
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Statement of Significance NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK 

The Monumental Church in Richmond, Virginia, is the work of the nationally 
prominent architect Robert Mills. The church was built from 1812-1814 to 
cornemorate the seventy-two persons, including the Governor of Virginia, who 
died in a theatre fire on that site in 1811. The building was erected to 
serve as a memorial and as dn active church. This double purpose is 
brilliantly expressed by the stone memorial portico and the stucco octagonal 
church behind it. By designing in 1812 an octagonal auditorium plan church 
covered with a shallow dome and casting the whole composition in the severest 
forms of the Greek Revival style, Robert Mills created a wholly original and 
unprecedented building, which, despite a certain heaviness of proportion, 
has come to be regarded as a milestone in the development of American 
architecture. 
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