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s lopes  d m  t o  brownstone c r e n e l a t i o n s  which a c t  a s  a cornice .  1 
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SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  Richmond's penchant f o r  b u i l d i n g  c l a s s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  

Second Presby te r i an  Church was the  f i r s t  Gothic s t y l e  church t o  be b u i l t  i n  
the c i t y .  Completed i n  1848, a f t e r  a  des ign  by Minard I a f e v e r ,  t he  church 
was descr ibed  i n  a  l o c a l  paper o f  the  day a s  "a g r e a t  ornament t o  the  c i ty ' '  
and " the  most p e r f e c t  and b e a u t i f u l  specimen of Gothic a r c h i t e c t u r e . "  

The model f o r  the  church is bel ieved t o  be P l a t e  LXVI, the  "new 
National  Scotch Church,'' from I a f e v e r ' s  Younp: Bu i lde r ' s  General I n s t r u c t o r  
of 1829. As o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t ,  the  church was a  long rec tangu la r  s t r u c t u r e  
wi th  a i s l e s  and g a l l e r i e s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  running the  length  of t h e  church. 
There were no t r ansep t s .  To e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  the  p u l p i t  was a  room, one a 
l i b r a r y ,  the  o t h e r ,  t he  p a s t o r ' s  s tudy.  A t  t he  oppos i t e  end of the  church 
was the  en t rance  v e s t i b u l e  wi th  curving  stairs t o  the  g a l l e r i e s .  

I n  1873, the  church was enlarged by the  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  one hundred 
f o o t  long nor th-south  t r a n s e p t ,  thus making the  s h a p e o f  the  church a "T". 
The panel-fronted g a l l e r i e s ,  supported by c l u s t e r e d  columns, were continued 
around through t h e  t r ansep t s .  A t  t h e  same time, t h e  c e i l i n g  of the  church 
was remodelled. Except f o r  a  renovation i n  1892, the  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of 

e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  and hea t  i n  1916, a  renovat ion  i n  1945 f o r  the  church ' s  cen- 
t e n n i a l ,  and another  renovation i n  1970, the  i n t e r i o r  of Second Presbyter ian  
remains b a s i c a l l y  a s  i t  was i n  1873. 

The f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  the  i n t e r i o r  is the  r a i s e d  p u l p i t  (supported by 
Gothic bat t lemented p o s t s  and reached by a p a i r  of s h o r t ,  panel led s t a i rways  
and t h e  l a r g e  sc reen  behind it. The p u l p i t  screen  i s  d iv ided i n t o  th ree  
s e c t i o n s ,  carved i n  a simple Gothic design.  Pinnacle-crowned and b a t t l e -  
mented, i t  r i s e s  t o  a peak i n  the  c e n t e r ,  leading  t h e  eye up t o  the  g ro in  
vaul ted  c e i l i n g .  

The exposed roof of dark-s ta ined  wood is d iv ided i n t o  r ec tangu la r  
compartments by t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of the  timbers and supported by d' hammer 
beam t r u s s .  There a r e  pendants a t  each end of the  hammer brace ,  one of 
p l a s t e r  and t h e  o t h e r  of carved wood, and a q u a t r e f o i l  decora t ion  i n  wood 
i n  the  ang le  of the  hammer brace and beam. Two panels  i n  the  c e i l i n g  have 
been removed and replaced wi th  s k y l i g h t s  i n  o rde r  t o  i l l umina te  t h e  c h o i r  
a r e a  and organ i n  the  g a l l e r y  a t  t h e  r e a r  of the  church. Based on English 
modeis of the  four t een th  century ,  t h e  roof of Second Presby te r i an  i s  excep- 
t i o n a l l y  f i n e  and g ives  a g r e a t  d e a l  of elegance t o  the  otherwise s imple 
i n t e r i o r  of the  church. 

The w a l l s  of t h e  church are p l a s t e r e d  and pa in ted  i n  i m i t a t i o n  of 
a s h l a r .  The nave and t r a n s e p t s  a r e  l i g h t e d  by l a n c e t  windows composed of 
two smaller,,diamond-paned l a n c e t s  wi th  an a p i c a l  s e c t i o n  o f  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  
be tmen  them. At the  ends of the  t r a n s e p t s ,  t he re  a r e  t r i a n g u l a r  Gothic 
windows of s t a i n e d - g l a s s  between t h e  l a r g e  l a n c e t  u n i t s .  The opaque white  
panes of the  l a n c e t s  a l low s u f f i c i e n t  d a y l i g h t  i n t o  the  church while  the  
s t a i n e d  g l a s s  windows add r i c h  co lo r .  Over the  l a n c e t  u n i t s  and doors on 
the  i n t e r i o r  of the  church are p l a s t e r  hood mouldings. 

The e x t e r i o r  o f  Second Presby te r i an  p resen t s  very  much i ts  o r i g i n a l  
n ine teen th  century  appearance. I t  is b r i c k  veneer  wi th  a brownstone b e l t -  
course and t r i m  around the  doors  and brownstone p innacles  on the  tower and 
co rne r s  of the  church. The four-bayed s i d e s  of the  nave and t h e  two-bayed 
t r a n s e p t s  a r e  b u t t r e s s e d  between the  l a n c e t  windows. The s t e e p  gable roof  
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Tnere is a square  pinnacled tower wi th  an arched ent rance  a t  t h e  f r o n t  o f  the  
church. On the  l e f t  hand s i d e  of the  church, an  arcade  leads  t o  the  Pa r i sh  
House, b u i l t  i n  1953. 

The mid-nineteenth century ,  c a s t - i r o n  fence which surrounds the  
church is unique i n  Richmond. I t  has heavy p o s t s  capped wi th  bat t lemented 
r i m s  which r e p e a t  those used i n  the  p u l p i t  on t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  church. 
These suppor t  t he  g a t e s  t o  t h e  fence whi l e  the  in t e rven ing  i r o n  pa l ings  a r e  
topped by a Gothic t r a c e r y  p a t t e r n  t h a t  resembles the  tongue o f  flame motif .  
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Second Presby te r i an  was known f o r  many yea r s  a s  "Dr.  Hoge's Church," 
and proper ly  so .  The Rev. M r .  Hoge insp i red  h i s  small  congregat ion t o  
bu i ld  "the most b e a u t i f u l  church i n  Virginia. ' '  I t  would no t  be "the f i n e s t  
o r  the  most c o s t l y , "  b u t  the  most t a s t e f u l l y  done, "the most symmetrical and 
p leas ing  t o  an  educated eye of any o ther ."  Super l a t ives  a s i d e :  the  church, 
b u i l t  according t o  p lans  suppl ied  by Minard Lafever,  i s  one of the  outstand- 
ing  publ ic  bu i ld ings  of V i r g i n i a ' s  mid-nineteenth century.  

Moses Drury Hoge, a graduate  of Hampden-Sydney, came t o  Richmond, 
se rv ing  b r i e f l y  a s  a s s i s t a n t  m i n i s t e r  a t  F i r s t  P resby te r i an  and then began 
h i s  long t enure  as p a s t o r  of the  daughter  congregat ion.  Hoge is remembered 
a s  a m i n i s t e r  and e v a n g e l i s t ;  a s  a spokesman f o r  t h e  South; as an  ed i to r - -  
Watchman of t h e  South,= Cen t ra l  P resby te r i an ,  Southern E c l e c t i c  -- as a n  
educator ;  and a s  one o f  "The South 's  most b r i l l i a n t  exemplars of t h e  
preaching a r t .  " 

Hoge was one of the  g r e a t  pub l i c  o r a t o r s  of t h e  day. He spoke 
f o r  the  community a s  it  began new p r o j e c t s  o r  honored dead heroes.  When it 
came time, thousands of Richmonders: whi te  and black,  r i c h  and poor, men of 
v a r i e d  c reeds  and men of none, came forward t o  render f i r s t  honor then 
homage t o  him. I n  1895, on the  occasion of Hoge's f i f t i e t h  yea r  a s  a 
p a s t o r ,  a g r e a t  pub l i c  r ecep t ion  was held.  Four yea r s  l a t e r ,  t he  c i t y  
mourned h i s  passing.  

~ i c h m o n d ' s  Second Presbyter ian  Church has become, as i t s  h i s t o r i a n  
has s t y l e d  it ,  a "Downtown Church!' Although founded t o  s e r v e  a s p e c i f i c  
r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  of the  c i t y ,  i ts i n t e r e s t s  were cosmopolitan from the  f i r s t .  
The impr in t  o f  i t s  g r e a t  p a s t o r  is everywhere ev iden t .  The theo log ica l ly  
conse rva t ive  m i n i s t e r  and congregat ion served t h e  s p i r i t u a l  and mundane 
needs of people throughout the  c i t y .  

Although Richmond has  continued i ts  westward growth, and t h e  a r e a  
about  F i f t h  and Main is no longer  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  Second Presby te r i an  remains 
a t  t h e  same l o c a t i o n .  The church cont inues ,  as i t  has  done from t h e  f i r s t ,  
t o  s e r v e  a l a r g e  a r e a  of the  c i t y .  
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