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The Stearns Block is a four-story building, fourteen-bays wide, and 
measures 107' wide by 64' deep. The building has a cas t - i ron  facade, 
with i ts  s ide  and r ea r  walls being l a id  i n  connnon bond brick. The two 
or ig ina l  ex t e r io r  s e t s  of doors survive on the facade i n  the fourth 
and tenth  bays from the west, with the  o r ig ina l  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  decoration 
around them in tac t .  This cons i s t s  of two engaged Corinthian columns 
framing an arch outl ined by a rounded molding embellished by a sp i r a l i ng  
vine. The arch is topped by a garland and rosebud. Separating a l l  of the  

., ground f loor  bays, except where removed, a r e  engaged Corinthian columns 
supporting a Corinthian entablature.  The windows throughout the  facade 
a r e  t reated uniformly. The engaged Corinthian columns which frame each 
window stand on a pedestal  base which a l s o  a c t s  a s  an engaged balustrade 
beneath the windows. This engaged balustrade is embellished and 
decorated with panels and cen t r a l  raundels beneath each window. Each of th 
semi-circular arched windows is s ~ r r o i k d e d  by a round molding decorated by 
a sp i r a l i ng  vine as i n  the doorways. The windows a r e  crowned a l s o  by a 
garland and rosebud decorated keystone. The facade of the building is 
crowned by a deep I t a l i a n a t e  entablature.  ~ i r e c t l ~  beneath, the  entablature  
and supported by the  engaged Corinthian columns of the fourth f l oo r  is a 
decorative band featur ing intertwined vines. The a rch i t rave  of the  
entablature  is standard. Extending from beneath the cornice through the  
f r i eze  a r e  large,  highly ornate brackets. The spaces between the  brackets 
i n  the  f r i e z e  are decorated with roundels with rose t tes ,  
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h 1865 Fratiklin ~ t k a r n s i ' a  ~ichmond businessman, purchased 1007-13 East 
Main S t r ee t  from the  President and Directors of the Farmer's Bank fo r  
$32,100, being a parcel  of land "whereon the banking house ... recent ly  
stood." The Farmer's Bank, with many other Richmond cotmnercial buildings, 
had gone up i n  flames during the evacuation of the  Confederate government 
i n  1865. By 1869 Stearns had completed the construction of h i s  new 
building,  the ironwork having beeen purchased from Hayward, B a r t l e t t  of 
Baltimore. Since t h a t  time the four sect ions  of the building have been 
used by various comnercial eetabliehmente i n  Richmond, with the  Stearns 
family still  re ta in ing  ownership i n  two of them. 

The Stearns I ron Front Building is a splendid example of a cas t - i ron row 
and is one of the  most important examples of surviving Richmond ~ o m e r c i a l  
buildings from the l a t t e r  pa r t  of the nineteenth century. Though 
a r ch i t ec tu ra l l y  inspired by the  Renaissance palaces of Venice, the  building 
makes maximum use.of its modern mater ia l  by having a minimum proportion 
of so l i d  to void. The building is i n  r e a l i t y  a glass-fronted s t ruc tu re  
with the  t h ines t  ye t  r i ches t  emballishaients ac t ing  as the supports. 



h r m  10.500a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR S T A T E  

OUIV 19691 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Virginia 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 
Richmond ( i n  tit.) 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
CNTRVNUYOCR D I T C  

(Continuation Sheet) I 
(mat dl .nhl..) 

. 
4. Estate of Franklin Steam# ( m a  1009, 1011 E. Mein st . )  

Trust Department 
First and Merchants National Bank 
Richmond, Virginia Code: 45 

Morton G. Thalhimer, Inc. (own8 1013 E. Main St . )  
1013 Eacrt Main Street 
Richmond, Virginia ^code: 49 



Deed book6 and tax aeeeeeor books, Richmond City Hall. 
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As the designated State Liaison Gfficer for the Na- 1 hersby certify that thls property la Lncluded in the 
tlonal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public 1 . a ~  

N a t i m l  Replater. 
89665), 1 hereby nominate thin proprty for inclunion 

in the Nmtional Register and certify that it h.6 been 

level of aignlflcsnce of thla nomllution is: 

Natlonrrl State Lof.1 0 




