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BARRETT - A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Descr ip t ion  

The t r i p l e  windows on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  l e v e l  and t h e  
e l a b o r a t e  Ionic-columned p o r t i c o  of  t h e  en t r ance  facade of  the  B a r r e t t  Housc 
a r e  i n d i c a t i v e  of  t h e  increased  i n t e r e s t  i n  ornament t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  the  
l a t e r  Greek Revival s t y l e .  Otherwise, t h e  propor t ions  of  t h e  two-story,  
p lus  basement, grey  s tuccoed house a r e  s imple and symmetrical wi th  c a r e f u l l ]  
a l igned  windows, double b r i c k  chimneys on each end of  t h e  low h i p  roo f ,  and 
a co rn ice .  The back of  the  house has  a  t h r e e - s t o r y  wooden porch supported 
by s i x ,  two-story,  panel led  wooden p i e r s  above s tuccoed b r i c k  p i e r s  on t h e  
ground l e v e l .  

I n  t h e  garden behind t h e  house, t h e r e  is a two-story, 
double ou tbu i ld ing  of  b r i c k  which has  been stuccoed on t h e  garden s i d e s  t o  
match the  main house. The upper l e v e l  was o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  s e r v a n t s '  quar- 
t e r s  while  the  lower s t r e e t  l e v e l  housed t h e  s t a b l e s .  The l i t t e  house w i t 1  
i t s  red roof  and c e n t r a l  chinmey now se rves  a s  o f f i c e  and s t o r a g e  space f o r  
F i t z g e r a l d  and Co. 

The b r i c k  k i t chen ,  which s tood oppos i t e  t h e  s e r v a n t s '  
q u a r t e r s ,  was demolished i n  1936. 

The i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of  t h e  house has  a  wide 
c e n t r a l  h a l l  from f r o n t  t o  back w i t h  a  double p a r l o u r  on t h e  r ight -hand sidt 
and two sma l l e r  rooms f l ank ing  a  s t a i r  h a l l  on t h e  l e f t -hand  s i d e .  During 
the  r e s , to ra t ion  of 1937, i t  w a s  discovered t h a t  a l l  of  t h e  downsta i rs  w a l l s  
had pa in ted  decora t ion  a t  some po in t  dur ing  t h e  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  and t h a t  
t h e  w a l l s  of  the  h a l l  were marbelized. The c e i l i n g  of t h e  northwest  room 
s t i l l  bea r s  a f l o r a l  p a i n t i n g  i n  brown, deep r eds ,  and green. The o t h e r  
rooms on t h e  m i n  f l o o r  r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  woodwork around t h e  windows 
and doors ,  a f i r e p l a c e  of e i t h e r  whi te ,  b lack ,  o r  yellow marble, and a n  
e l a b o r a t e  double moulding around t h e  c e i l i n g .  A h ighpoin t  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  
of t h e  B a r r e t t  House i s  t h e  g e n t l y  s p i r a l l e d  mahogany s ta i rway.  The base- 
ment, too ,  has  i t s  o r i g i n a l  b lack  marble f i r e p l a c e s  and a mahogany r a i l i n g  
on t h e  s ta i rway.  The i n t e r i o r  has  been adapted t o  o f f i c e  use  wi thou t  des- 
t r u c t i o n  of i t s  n i n e t e e n t h  century  c h a r a c t e r .  

The B a r r e t t  House i s  surrounded by a  g r a n i t e  w a l l  and a n  
i r o n  fence  w i t h  pineapple-topped pos t s .  
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BARRETT HOUSE -- Sign i f i cance  

The t i t l e  of the  land on which t h e  B a r r e t t  House now 
s t a n d s  goes back t o  the  Crown of  England and subsequenfly t o  Nathanie l  
Bacon and t h e  Byrds, becoming l o t  number 564 i n  Byrd's famous Lot te ry .  
By 1804, i t  had come i n t o  t h e  possess ion  of  D r .  James C u r r i e ,  a Richmond 
phys ic ian .  From him, it  passed t o  David Meade Randolph as p a r t  of  t h e  
garden t o  h i s  e s t a t e ,  "Moldavia", and hence t o  Joseph Gallego of "Gallego 
M i l l s " ,  and John Al l an ,  subsequent owners of  "Moldavia". James S c o t t  
even tua l ly  bought t h e  l o t  and b u i l t  a home on one-half of  it  and s o l d  "an 
e x a c t  moiety" t o  W i l l i a m  B a r r e t t  i n  1842. Two yea r s  l a t e r ,  B a r r e t t  
cons t ruc ted  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  Greek Revival house and two ou tbu i ld ings  on the  
s i t e .  The work was supervised  by t h e  owner's cous in ,  Anderson B a r r e t t ,  
a b u i l d e r .  t W i l l i a m  B a r r e t t  was t h e  son of  John B a r r e t t ,  t h r i c e  
mayor of  Richmond dur ing  t h e  1790's .  Both f a t h e r  and son were tobacco- 
n i s t s ,  William being t h e  o r i g i n a l  manufacturer of  "Lucky S t r i k e "  chewing --.---- 
tobacco. A s u c c e s s f u l  businessman, he t r a v e l l e d  o f t e n  i n  Europe, br ing-  
ing  back works of art  and p l a n t s  f o r  h i s  house and garden. He was a 
love r  of  music and books and kept  a n  ex tens ive  l i b r a r y  i n  t h e  basement of 
h i s  home. I t  was t h e r e  t h a t  M r .  B a r r e t t  d i ed  a t  t h e  age  of  81  a f t e r  
a c c i d e n t l y  s e t t i n g  f i r e  t o  h imsel f .  

A f t e r  h i s  dea th  i n  1871, t h e  house was s o l d  by h i s  
executor ,  J acque l in  Taylor ,  t o  Captain David N. Walker, former conunander 
of Otey 's  Ba t t e ry  du r ing  t h e  s e i g e  of  Pe tersburg .  I n  1876, t h e  Walkers 
moved t o  Laure l  and Park and r en ted  the  house t o  t h e  Franch consul ,  t h e  
Vicomte de  Sibour,  who was engaged i n  buying tebacco f o r  h i s  government. 
With h i s  w i f e  and t h r e e  c h i l d r e n ,  the  Vicomte added a g r e a t  d e a l  of  c o l o r  
t o  F i f t h  S t r e e t .  H i s  p a r t i e s  were well-known i n  Richmond, and h i s  
c h i l d r e n  were p a r t  of t h e  infamous " F i f t h  S t r e e t  Gang". 

I n  1882, the  B a r r e t t  House was s o l d ,  and, a f t e r  two 
changes of hands, i t  was bought by t h e  Reverend Robert Willingham i n  1895. 
D r .  Willingham was execu t ive  s e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  B a p t i s t  Board of  Missions a r d  
was pass iona te ly  devoted t o  h i s  work. On a world-wide mission t o u r  i n  
1907, he c rossed  t h e  P a c i f i c  w i th  then Sec re t a ry  of  War, William H. Taf t .  
Both men be ing  very  p o r t l y ,  the  r e p o r t e r s  photographing them had g r e a t  
fun i n  c a l l i n g  them "The Sec re t a ry  of  War and t h e  Sec re t a ry  of Peace." 

M r s .  Willingham s o l d  the  house i n  1929 t o  a company 
which planned t o  r e p l a c e  i t  w i t h  a l a r g e  garage.  This was avoided a s  a 
r e s u l t  of t h e  Depression. I n  1936, however, t h e  g r a n i t e  blocks from t h e  
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r e t a i n i n g  w a l l  on Cary S t r e e t  co l l apsed  and the  s a l e  of t h e  house f o r  b u i l d i n g  
m a t e r i a l s  was p r e c i p i t a t e d .  A f t e r  cons ide rab le  n e g o t i a t i o n ,  dur ing  which 
the  outdoor k i t chen  was to rn  down, the  house was bought by Mary Wingfield 
S c o t t  and E l i zabe th  Bocock, the  p resen t  owners, and r e s t o r e d  i n  1937. I n  
1944, they loaned t h e  house t o  t h e  Woman's Council  f o  t h e  Navy League a s  a 
c lub  f o r  v i s i t i n g  s a i l o r s ,  bu t  due t o  a war-time shor tage  of  o f f i c e  space ,  the  
house was converted t o  o f f i c e  use i n  1945. I t  f u l f i l l s  t h a t  same func t ion  
today, housing t h e  o f f i c e s  of F i t zge ra ld  and Co. 

F i f t h  S t r e e t  was n o t  only t h e  f i r s t  of Richmond's 
r i v e r s i d e  neighborhoods t o  be developed, but  one which enjoyed p o p u l a r i t y  wi th  
the  c i t y ' s  most d i s t ingu i shed  c i t i z e n r y  from 1790 t o  1880. A s  t a s t e s  changed 
over  t h e  y e a r s ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  s t r e e t  evolved. Out of  
four  Greek Revival houses cons t ruc ted  i n  t h e  18401s ,  t h e  B a r r e t t  House is 
s a i d  t o  be t h e  b e s t ,  due t o  i t s  exce l l ence  of both i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  pro- 
po r t ions .  Its p rese rva t ion  through a d a p t a t i o n  t o  bus iness  use ,  has  a s su red  
t h e  house a permanent p l a c e  i n  t h e  l i f e  of  Richmond. 
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