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The C u r t i s  C a r t e r  House was b u i l t  o r i g i n a l l y  a s  a two- 
s t o r y  L-shaped b r i c k  house over a r a i sed  basement. The e a s t  
wing was l a t e r  added t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  house making t h e  
present  s t r u c t u r e  U-shaped. The two street facades a r e  l a i d  
i n  Flemish bond, t h e  o t h e r  e l eva t ions  a r e  l a i d  i n  common bond. 
The main s e c t i o n  of t h e  house f r o n t i n g  on Main S t r e e t  is f i v e  
bays wide w i t h  a shallow gable roof and two i n t e r i o r  end 
chimneys. The f i r s t  f l o o r  windows have n ine  over  n ine  pane 
double hung sash .  Those on t h e  second f l o o r  have s i x  over 
n ine  pane sash .  The first f l o o r  windows on t h e  two s t r e e t  
e l e v a t i o n s  and t h e  second f l o o r  windows on t h e  Main S t r e e t  
e l e v a t i o n  have s tucco,  splayed l i n t e l s  i n  i m i t a t i o n  of s tone .  
The Main S t r e e t  elevataon a l s o  has a b e l t  course and a mock 
18th-century molded b r i ck  f r o n t i s p i e c e  framing t h e  ent rance  
doors.  This  e l a b o r a t e  and inappropr i a t e  f e a t u r e  was added t o  
t h e  house ca .  1940 when a one s to ry  wooden ent rance  porch was 
removed. 

1.7. D@SCRIPrtON 
I 

The house has a c e n t r a l  h a l l  plan with f lanking rooms. 
These rooms a r e  d i s t ingu i shed  by b e t t e r  than  average l a t e -  
Federal  t r i m  including c h a i r  r a i l ,  paneled dado, and wooden 
mantels with reeded p i l a s t e r s  and gougework. 
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The C u r t i s  C a r t e r  House was b u i l t  i n  1814 a t  t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  of F i r s t  and East  Main S t r e e t ,  ~ ichmond,  
Vi rg in ia ,  by C u r t i s  C a r t e r ,  a l o c a l  b r i c k  mason and 
con t rac to r .  The house was l a t e r  l i ved  i n  ca .  1830 by 
Claudius Crozet who was a prominent engineer  and educator .  

This  five-bay, two s t o r y ,  gable  roofed,  b r i ck  house 
i s  a competent example of la te-Federa l  domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e .  
However, i n  1940 t h e  house was renovated and a s  p a r t  of t h e  
so-ca l led  " re s to ra t ion"  t h e  simple one-story wooden ent rance  
porch was removed and t h e  c e n t r a l  en t rance  door was surrounded 
by an e l a b o r a t e  and inappropr i a t e  mock 18th century molded 
b r i c k  doorway. So prominent a f e a t u r e  on such an e s s e n t i a l l y  
simple house has  somewhat camouflaged i t s  genuine, though 
modest, a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y .  

H I  STORY 

The C u r t i s  C a r t e r  House a t  100 East  Main S t r e e t  i n  
Richmond, Vi rg in ia ,  was b u i l t  i n  1814 by C u r t i s  C a r t e r  who 
had acquired t h e  property i n  1805. Upon completion t h e  
corner  l o t  included two b r i c k  outhouses,  a s t a b l e ,  a smoke 
house and a c a r r i a g e  house i n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  main house. 

The house was so ld  i n  1822 t o  Mrs. Ann Randolph and 
she i n  t u r n  so ld  it t o  Claudius Crozet i n  1828. Crozet 
was t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  most prominent occupant and from whom i t  

, I  11 t a k e s  its common name, Crozet House. He was an engineering 
o f f i c e r  under Nqpoleon I who, a f t e r  t h e  B a t t l e  of Waterloo, 
came t o  teach  a t  West Poin t  and then  moved t o  Vi rg in ia  a s  
t h e  S t a t e  Engineer. Af te r  Crozrt  l e f t  V i rg in ia  i n  1832 t o  
bedome t h e  S t a t e  Engineer i n  Louisiana t h e  house had many 
t e n a n t s  u n t i l  it was so ld  i n  1873 t o  D r .  W i l l i a m  Gray. H i s  

e s t a t e  so ld  it i n  1940 t o  Mrs. Malcolm Perkins  and then  i n  
1961 i t  was purchased by t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i rm of Marcellus 
Wright and Son who p resen t ly  use it a s  t h e i r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l , '  ? r k 3 1  
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665). 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria end procedures s e t  

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significence of this nomination is: 

National State Local 
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