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The Benjamin IJatkins Leigh House, a rectangular  three-s tory s t r u c t u r e ,  is 
d i s t i n c t i v e  f o r  i t s  four-bay facade and of f -cen te r  f ron t  door. Although 
b u i l t  i n  t he  ear ly-nineteenth century,  the e x t e r i o r  character  of the 
house has been somewhat a l t e r e d  by the addi t ion  of an I t a l i a n a t e  bracketed 
cornice and a small I t a l i a n a t e  f ron t  porch. The house has been stuccoed £01 
many years but it i s  not  known whether t h i s  is an o r i g i n a l  fea ture .  When 
the bu i ld ing  became p a r t  o f  the She l te r ing  Arms Hospital ,  a l a rge  three- 
s to ry  wing was added t o  t he  e a s t  s i d e  connecting i t  t o  the  Grant House. 

The i n t e r i o r  o f  the  Leigh House has suffered many unfor tunate  a l t e r a t i o n s ,  
however, the  o r i g i n a l  stair and some of the  woodwork survive.  
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The townhouse known a s  the  Benjamin Watkins Leigh House was b u i l t  by John 
Wickham between 1812 and 1816. Wickham's daughter,  J u l i a ,  who married 
Benjamin Leigh, received the  house from he r  f a t h e r ,  and the  couple made 
i t  t h e i r  residence.  Benjamin Leigh, a noted j u r i s t  and lawyer, helped 
i n  the  r ev i s ion  of the  Virginia  Cons t i tu t ion  i n  1831. He was an a rden t  
supporter  of s t a t e s '  r i g h t s ,  and served i n  the  United S ta tes  Senate 
during the  Jackson adminis t ra t ion.  Leigh died i n  1849, and the  house 
was sold  t o  Lieutenant Governor John M. Gregory. The proper ty  eventual ly  
passed i n t o  the  hands of M r s .  J u l i a  M. Spra te ly  who so ld  the  house t o  
the  She l t e r ing  Arms Hospi ta l  i n  1932. The house is now owned by the  
Medical College of Vi rg in ia  and i s  used fo r  o f f i c e s .  

Although r i c h  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  a s soc i a t i ons ,  the  Leigh House is a f i n e  
Federal  townhouse. It plays a very s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e ,  both a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  
and h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  i n  one of Richmond's most venerable neighborhoods. 
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