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I 
The  Old S;ore Eouse i s  ;i diminutive co lon ia l  tor.mhcuse s e t  ;.gainst 

i 
, ~~.c? f r o n t  edge of i t s  lo", 13 s p i t -  of i t s  .zge, it has s u f f e r e d  few n a j o r  
, .. : : , i t e r a t i e n s  and r c t a i r s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  proport ion of i t s  e a r l y  i z b r i c .  i h e  
I ; cuee  i s  ,: s tan2ard  form of t h e  per iod ,  havizg 2 three-bay f aczde  w i t h  a  
1 :;zhle roof and 2omers .  Tile roof has th ree  uneveiily spaced gnbled dorxers  
, - , cr :be sourii s r  5ront  s lope  2nd :via on t h e  xo r th .  S inple  box cc-rnices a r e  
I 1 - l t t  .;he en..,es. The ?r.zsent 7:ood : : e  roofi;~: x.12~ ~ u t  on w i t t i n  t i le p a s t  

8 ? 

1 re.,- ;.ears. A l l  f ~ u r  ;:ails a r e  l a i d  i n  coursed rubble  stonework. The brown 
/ s tones  a r e  q u i t e  rounded and probably a r e  boulders taken  from t h e  nearby 
I J.,- ,,:es River .  A s a a l l  b r i ck  chimney cap (apparent ly r e b u i l t )  p r o j e c t s  from 

i e - - b  ..L.. of the  g&le  ends. The f i r s t :  f l o o r  \.~indor?s have molded s i l l s  and a r e  
~ . i i t h .  e a r l y  ni-ne-over-six s - ~ s h .  The d o m e r s  have s ix -ove r - s ix  sa sh .  

i ~ o t n  :.!indovs 2nd 6oors have archicrave  t r im.  Over t h e  f r o n t  door i s  a  c u t  
j s t o r e  l i n t e l  wi th  !ceystone. The n o r t h  o r  r e a r  xiall has  had sone a l t e r a t i o n s  
::., -... L~ ,,~e o p e n i n ~ s ,  a d  a t  present  con ta ins  a  cen te r  door wi th  a  <.oar on t h e  m 

/rig?:t and a window on the  l e f t .  rn 

I rn 
The i n t e r i o r  is  l a i d  out  i n  a  s i n g l e - p i l e ,  ha l l - and-pa r lo r  plan.  

Un t i l  a r ecen t  renovat ion t h e  h a l l  was p a r t i t i o n e d  t o  form a c e n t r a l  passage. - 
l h  enclosed s t e e p ,  nzrrow s t a i r  ascends t o  t h e  two-room second f l o o r  from t h e  Z 
h a l l ' s  northwest  corner .  The wa l l s  throughout a r e  p l a s t e r e d  as-d have l i t t l e  w I 

iwooc t r h .  The ~ i h o l e  i n t e r i o r  g ives  the inpression of  s t a r k  s i m p l i c i t y .  -I 

I ;(J 

I 
Rehind t h e  house is a handsomely landscaped formal garden  i n s t a l l e d  

i n  t h e  t v e n t i e t h  century.  Attached t o  t h e  no r thves t  co rne r  o f  t h e  house i s  C 

a tr;entieth century  garnbrel-roof annex conta in ing  an en t r ance  foye r  and a n 
~ ; ~ . u s s i m  zoom. On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  the  garden a re  t~.r? twen t i e th  c e n t u r y  b u i l d i r . g y  
jcor;f?.ining musew. rooms and a g i f t  shop. Por t ions  of the s o u t 5 e r n  b u i l d i n g  - 
(ar r .  b u x l t  of m a t e r i a l s  salvaged f r o n  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  Southei-n L i t e r a r y  0 
il,ies;eneer where Edgar AIlm Poe vorked, These l a t e r  b u i l d i n g s ,  a s  we l l  as  
I z 
1 t i le  znzex, a re  orrned by t h e  Poe Foundation, Lnc., while  t h e  Old Stone House 

V, 1 is o m e d  by t h e  Associa t ion  f o r  t h e  Preserva t ion  of  V i rg in i a  A n t i q u i t i e s .  
i 
! 
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1 The Old Stone 3cuse su rv ivss  as ;: ichondls only ;cm;iF?.ing c o l o n i a l  
d e l l ,  and a  r a r e  e x m p l e ,  f o r  the  region,  of c s lon ia l -pe r iod  s t o n e  

, cons t ruc t ion .  Located i n  t h e  h e a r t  of f i c h o n d ' s  e l 6 e s t  nei%hborhood, 
1 S>.ocl.:oe !:alley, t h e  house's da t e  of  completion ?.nd r c r l y  hFs tory  a r e  

unce r t a in ,  but  a r c h i t e c t u r z i  form and d e t a i l s  suggest  3 d a t e  around t h e  
second q u a r t c r  of  the  e igh teen th  century .  The b u i l d i n g ' s  i n d e f i n i t e  p a s t ,  

/ qua in tness ,  and obvious g r e a t  age have made it t h e  s u b j e c t  of many popular 
legends,  some o f  which s t i l l  p e r s i s t .  An i n s c r i p t i o r ,  " I R , "  i n  t h e  s tone-  
work has  been s a i d  t o  s t and  f o r  Jacobus Rex, leading  t o  t h e  conclus ion  
t h a t  t h e  house was b u i l t  b e f o r e  Jmes I T ' S  dethroi lment  i n  1588. Notable 

, f i g u r e s  inc luding  J e f f e r s o n  and Lafaye t t e  have been claimed as  v i s i t o r s .  
1 Jxces ?Ionroe i s  supposed t o  have boarded the re .  Cl s .L ins  have e v m  been ' mcde t h a t  t h e  house served  as  Washington's headquar te rs ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  1 t h s t  iv'sshingron was never  i n  Richmond dur ing  t h e  ?evolut ion.  
I 
! 

& f i n i t e  records o: t h e  proper ty  f i r s e  appear i n  1783 when t h e  c i t .  
land book of t h a t  year  l i s t s  i t  as  be ing  t h e  res idence  of  i t s  o-mer, Smue  
Ege, a  l o c a l  i n spec to r  of Elour. Ege may have i n h e r i t e d  t h e  p rope r ty  from 
h i s  f a t h e r  Jacob Ege, a t ; i l o r  and s o m e t i ~ e s  cooper of Gem-an o r i g i n ,  who 
owned proper ty  i n  t h e  nei~:lborb,ood as e a r l y  a s  1740. Zt does not  appear 
tha?  Jacob Ege ever  l i v e d  ir. t h e  Old Stone House, hoxiever. 

I I 

I 
The house passed dam through va r ious  relm'ives of t h z  Ege family 

i u n t i l  1911 vhen it :/as put u? f o r  ~ ~ c t i o n .  Threatened with +.cmolition, 
1 the  house was acquired by the  Associa t ion  f o r  t h e  2r;servation of  V i r g i n i  

An t iqu i t i e s  through t h e  g e n e r o s i t y  of  Elr. and M r s .  C.r~.nvi:le G. Valent ine  
; it  ;ras then r e n t e 6  as a-d l c t i q u e  shop, and fol lowing a s u b s e q u ~ n t  per iod  

i ! O E  vacancy 1.Ir. and :.!rs. Archer Jones conceived the  i d s a  of  adapt ing  t h e  
I house e s  a  s h r i n e  t o  Edgard Al lan  Poe whose youth :gas spent  i n  Richmond. 
i :<o s u i t a b l e  menorial  t o  one of  t h e  c i t y ' s  most fancus c i t i z e n s  e x i s t e d  

a t  t h e  t ime.  The Poe Foundation rras organized i n  1921, ?.nd t h e  house was 
open t o  t h e  publ ic  2s the  ?oe Nuseum t h e  fol lowing yzar .  

UnavoidaSly, t h e  Old Stone House's u s e  as  a  s h r i n e  honoring t h e  
fz-nous zuthor  has  l e d  nzny t o  t h e  mistaken impression t h a t  Poe l i v e d  i n  t h e  
house. A s  a  r e s i d e n t  of t h e  c i t y  he probably was f i a i l i a r  w i th  it ,  bu t  
t h e r e  is no o t h e r  connect ion.  Today t h e  house i s  e ~ h i b i t e d  by t h e  Poe 
Foundation, Inc .  as  3 c o l o n i a l  r e s i d e n c e ,  and adjacent  bu i ld ings  house Poe 
memorabilia. The Foundation 's  d u a l  emphasis on Poets  l i f e  and e a r l y  
Richmond h i s t o r y  has made t h e  Old Stone House one of t h e  c i t y ' s  most 
popular  museums. 

CL 
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