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D E S C R f 6 E  THE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  (11 ~ I I Y W ~ )  P H I S I C I L  A P P E A R A N C E  

The Woodward House is  a frame two-anddne-half-s tory dwell ing s e t  on 

' 
n -  I a b r i c k  foundation wi th  t h r e e  e x t e r i o r  end chimneys. The house which s t ands  

on l o t  199 faces  nor th  onto Nilliamsburg Avenue (Route 5) a t  t h e  base  of 
Libby H i l l  i n  Richmond's e a s t  end. The s t r u c t u r e ,  da t ing  from the  e a r l y  
days o f  t h e  c i t y ,  poss ib ly  was begun before  Richmond's incorpora t ion  i n  178 
and has evolved through two s i g n i f i c a n t  periods o f  cons t ruc t ion  i n t o  i ts  
present  form. The dwell ing is s e t  a t  a  s l i g h t  angle  t o  the  p resen t  road 
i ~ d i c a t i n g  t h e  e a r l i e r  alignment k ien  t h e  s t r e e t  was known as  Bloody Run 
Road. 

I 
Careful  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  exaninat ion  r evea l s  t h a t  the  house's a o r e  was 

a  one-story f r m e  s t r u c t u r e  s e t  on a predominantly Engl ish  bond foundation 
wi th  excavated c e l l a r ,  a t t i c  and a chimney a t  t h e  e a s t  end. The simple 
f l o o r  p lan  cons i s t ed  of one l a r g e  room approximately 1 3  112 f e e t  by 1 4  112 
fee: wi th  a  small  h a l l  t o  t h e  west us ing  t h e  same depth and being 6 112 f e e t  
wide. A t  l e a s t  one door and window faced t h e  riveAr t o  t h e  sou th  b u t  s i m i l a r  

v, 
evidence f o r  t h e  n o r t h  wa l l  was removed by l a t e r  cons t ruc t ion .  I n d i c a t i o n s  
of what was probably an enclosed s t a i r  t o  t h e  a t t i c  f l o o r  e x i s t  a t  t h e  south-  
west corner  o f  t h e  h a l l .  The form i s  open t o  ques t ion  as  bo th  rn I rn 
gambrel and gab le  roof s  were used i n  small  houses from t h i s  per iod .  - 

A t  an  e a r l y  d a t e ,  poss ib ly  i n  1784, (see Henrico County Deed Book I, 
pg 300) a  room and excavated c e l l a r  were added t o  t h e  south .  This  a d d i t i o n  

vl 
had a shed roof ,  poss ib ly  a  chimney and a three-course  American bond b r i c k  
foundation.  A t  t h i s  tine o r  soon a f t e r ,  t h e  present  Flemish bond chimney 1 
replaced t h e  e a r l i e r  one and s t i l l  serves  both  f l o o r s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e c t i 0 n . X  

I n  1828-29, t h e  house underwent i t s  most ex tens ive  change. While 
I 1  i 

r e t a i n i n g  t h e  e a r l y  br ickwork and framing, except f o r  t h e  roof ,  t h e  house ,-, 
was enlarged t o  two a n d  -one -ha l f - s to r i e s  wi th  a  donnered gable  roof .  

= I 
I n t e r n a l l y  t h e  house gained f r o n t  rooms on both f l o o r s , a n  extended hallway 

-I - 
i 
I 

t o  t h e f r o n t  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and an a t t i c  f l o o r .  Two chimneys l a i d  i n  
f ive -course  American bond were cons t ruc ted ,  one t o  se rve  t h e  f r o n t  rooms and O 

Z 

i 
one t o  se rve  t h e  shed roofed wing t o  the  r e a r .  A b r i c k  pent c l o s e t  was 
placed betveer! t h e  l a t t e r  chimney and t h e  Flemish bond b r i c k  one. La te  - vl 1 
n i n e t e e n t h  o r  ear ly- twent ie th-century  changes inc lude  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of I 

i 
secund s t o r y  rooms on t h e  r i v e r  s i d e  and a small  frame porch on t h e  f r o n t .  
Also windows were enlarged on the  s i d e s  and t h e  f r o n t  and most two-over-two 
s a s h  d a t e  from t h i s  per iod  except f o r  two e a r l y  s ix-ovcr-nine s a s h  and 
frames remaining on t h e  r e a r  shed add i t ions .  The e x t e r i o r  beaded s i d i n g  
d a t e s  from t h e  ear ly-n ine teenth-century  bu t  e ighteenth-century  s i d i n g  and 
n a i l s  remain behind t h e  pent c l o s e t  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  block.  Three basanent 

I 
i 

window frames su rv ive  from t h e  two e a r i e s t  per iod  of cons t ruc t ion .  
The p r i n c i p l e  i n t e r i o r  woodwork e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  mante ls ,  d a t e  from t h e  

Federal  per iod ,  although a t  t h i s  w r i t i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  have n o t  proven 
;iihether they  d a t e  as  e a r l y  as  1784. c e r t a i n l y  most o f  the  t r i m  xias i n  x lace 
by 1828-29. Doors d a t e  from a l l  t h r e e  major per iods  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  with 

I 
s e v e r a l  from t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  century .  Three s ix-panel  e ighteenth-century  

i 
1 

doors su rv ive  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  two o f  them wi th  H and L hinges.  The I 
l a r g e  o r i g i n a l  room f e a t u r e s  t h e  most e l a b o r a t e  mantel  c o n s i s t i n g  of two .. 
narrow i n s e t  p i l a s t e r s  wi th  s imple bases a t  e i t h e r  s i d e s  of t h e  opening,  
r i s i n g  t o  f l u t e d  end blocks t h a t  frame an unornamented f r i e z e .  A band of 

I 
pierced  d e n t i l s  and a molded co rn ice  s h e l f  cap t h e  mantel and p r o j e c t  ou t  
pbove the  end b locks .  A s imple pedes ta l  type c h a i r  r a i l  and p l a s t e r  
wainscot and baseboard c o ~ p 1 ~ e t e ~ ~ ~ h e ~ w o o d w o r k  f o r  t h e  room. Most of t h e  -- ~~ ~ ~~ ... ~. 

i 
I 
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rooms sha re  t h i s  simple t reatment  except f o r  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  f r o n t  h a l l  which 
has hor i zon ta l  beaded boards f o r  wainscoting. Other  mante ls  a r e  s i m p l i e r  a s  
is t y p i c a l  of secondary rams of  the  period,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  an  a r c h i t r a v e  
f r an ing  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  opening and p l a i n  corner  blocks above which i n  t u r n  
support  an unmolded s h e l f .  Randox width pine f l o o r s  a r e  used throughout t h e  
house. The present  s t a i r  wi th  i t s  simple r e c t i n i l i n e a r  b a l u s t e r s ,  molded hand 
r a i l  and square newel was no t  cons t ruc ted  along with t h e  1828-29 enlargements 
but  was added s o m e t h e  a f t e n a r d s .  The a t t i c  f l o o r  is d iv ided i n t o  two rooms 
with a s t a i r  h a l l  and i s  f in i shed  w i t h  beaded f l u s h  s i d i n g  on  t h e  cheeks of t h  
dormers and on t h e  low wal l  below t h e  p i t c h  o f  the  eaves. 

T.H.H. 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  5 1 G N I F I C A N C E  

John. Woodward, Captain of the  Sloop Rachell, and other c r a f t  
operating from "Rocketts," l ived  i n  t h i s  house a t  t he  corner of Williamsbur: 
Avenue and 31st s t r e e t  (t?!en Bl.oody Run and E l m  S t r e e t s )  during t he  f i r s t  
two decades of the  nineteenth-century.  Hj.a l ive l ihood ,  l i k e  t h a t  of h i s  
reighhors, depended on the msritime and trade-related . c ra f t s  of what was 
then a vibrant  r e s iden t i a l  and business co~m.unity l y i n g  on both s ides  of 
Gi l ley 's  Creek a t  the  foot of Chimbarazo H i l l .  This s e c t i o n  (now a par t  
of the area kno1.m as Fulton) derived i t s  name from t h e  Rockett family, 
several  of whose members were associated :li.th the  e a r l y  h i s to ry  of the  
region. 

The Woodward House, a portion of which may be t h e  "old house" re-  
. - 

ferreo t o  i r i  k a s e  of August 1 3 ,  I;&!: ~h;le.;ed . int tr  bj-.C5.a.;les. and. .. - -. , . " ; . . . 3 . .  7 :  . - I s t m c t u r e s .  It remains the  l a s t  s ign i f ican t  s t r u c t u r e  cor~memoratiug a 
t r u l y  cosmopolitan sectioil  of old R i c b ~ o ~ ~ d :  the  neighborhood of Rocketts, 1 where ship  captains and s a i l o r s ,  harbor masters and to5acco inspectors,  
tavern keepers and drayxen, and assorted craftsmen and laborers  l ived  and 

I 
workeci during Richmond's f i r s t  century. 

Rocketts--- described a l te rna te ly  as being the  por t ,  a  suburb o r  

I sec t ion  o f ,  Richmond --- bore an amorphous lega l  r e l a t i onsh ip  with the  c i t y  
I u n t i l  a  s e r i e s  of laws and ordinances adopted 1798-IS08 s t r ic t1 .y  defined 

i t  as a per t  of Richmond, and caused i t s  s t r e e t s  t o  be connected with those I of the area of the  cap i t a l  to the west of Shockoe Valley.  A t  no time 
before, o r  fo r  many years following the turn of the  century, was i t s  ' importance t o  the economy of Riilmond and environs i n  doubt. 

Trans-Atlantic cargoes were being handled a t  Rucketts by 1771, and 
the  c m u n i u y  was recognized as one of f i v e  James River ports by ac t  of 
the  Geiseral Assembl:~ i n  1788. Other l e g i s l a t i o n  of the period es tabl ished,  
and subsequently enlarged, an o f f i c i a l  tobacco warehouse and inspection 
s t a t i o n  a t  Rocketts. Contemporary documents record a wide ranse of economi 
a c t i v i t i e s  a t  Rocketts lur ing the  ear ly  years of the Republic. While 
tobacco and shipping were the most s ign i f ican t  i ndus t r i e s ,  there  were -- 
i n  addi t ion t o  the Rocketts (tobacco) Warehouse, s eve ra l  wharfs, and a sh ip  
yard -- lumber, h a p ,  and auction houses; m i l l s ,  a  rope walk, and tavern; 
and even an i l l e g a l  gmbling es tab l i sh ten t .  

A t  l e a s t  seventeen vessels were lmnched by t h e  Ralston-Pzeasants 
yard k i r c a  - 1600-circz - 1.845), and a Confederate Naly Yard l a t e r  was >:lain- 

and had seen the passage of Simcoe's troops during an e a r l i e r  war. 
sacguinary Indian engageaent was fought- 5.n the v i c i n i t y  during the  l a t t e r  

centur-9 h i v i n g  r i s e  to the-name " ~ l o o d y ~ n " ) .  Roclcetts 

ta ined here. Rocketts xias a lso  the lo-,&ion of a Confederate 
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8 .  
a l n o s t  achieved immortality--and an e a r l y  demise--in 1800 when i t  was t o  b e  
burned by t h e  fo l lowers  of  Gabr ie l  Prosser  during t h e  a b o r t i v e  11pl:ising. 
Gabriel  had hoped t o  l u r e  t h e  c i t i zen ry , away  from t h e  c a p i t a l  and armory by 
f i r i n g  Rocket ts .  

Although t h e  woodward House has been recognized f o r  many yea r s  a s  
an e a r l y  Richmond landmark, i t  was on ly  r e c e n t l y  t h a t  c l o s e  examination and 
access  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  was accomplished. The discovery o f  a l a t e -e igh teen th  
cen tu ry  co re ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  e a r l y  woodriork and t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a pe r iod  of  
c o ? s t r ~ c c i o n  concurrent  w i th  o r  predat ing  t h e  inco rpora t ion  of  t h e  c i t y , p l a c e  
t h e  bu i ld ing  i n  an unique p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  arck.itectura1 h i s t o r y  of t h e  c i t y .  
KO o t h e r  frame b u i l d i n g  i n  Richmond o f  s i m i l a r  age r e t a i n s  a s  much e a r l y  t r i m  
a s  does t h i s  s t r u c t u r e .  Thus t h i s  s imple frame dwelling e a s i l y  outmatched 
i n  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  by o t h e r  Richmond landmarks, most ly of  a l a t e  d a t e ,  s t ands  
a s  a r a r e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s u r v i v a l  of  e a r l y  Richmond and a s  t h e  l a s t  remnant 
of  t h e  bdsy mar i t i i i e  and mercari t i lc  cornuni ty  of  Rocketts. 
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