
F o r m  10.300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(Des. 1968)  N A T I O N A L  PARK SERVICE 

I Bel l  Tower 
A N D ' O R  H I S T O R I C :  

N A T I O N A L  REGISTER OF HISTORIC P L A C E S  
I N V E N T O R Y  - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all  entries - complete '~pplicsble sectrons) 

I B e l l  Tower 
2. L O C A T I O N  

S T R E E T  A N C  NUMBER: 

C a p i t o l  Square 
C i T Y  O R  T O W N :  I 

1. NAME 
C O M M O N  

COUNT? 

Richmond ( i n  c i t . )  
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER " A T E  

Richmon 
S T A T E  

d  
C O D E  

760 

"7 

Z 

0 - 
I- 

U 

D 

K 

C 
V) 

Henrico County C l e r k ' s  O f f i c e  
S T R E E T  A N D  N U M B E R :  

I I I I  
P R E S E N T  U S E  ( C h e c k  One or More as Appropriate) 

Agr~cv l tu ra l  0 Government Park Transportat~on Comnients i: 
Cornrnsrc~al Industr~al Private Residence Other (spec,fv) pp 

Educa?~on.l 0 Mzlxtary 0 Kellglous Headquarters  f o r  
Entertolnment Museum Sc~enttf lc  F i r s t  V i r g i n i a  

K P O + I D P " t  

W 

W 

CATEGORY 
[Check one, 

Dis t r i c t  Building U 
Site SIIUCIY~~ 

Object  

4. O W N E R  OF P R O P E R T Y  - O W N E R S  N A M E  

Cornonwealth of  V i r g i n i a  
S T R E E T  A N D  N U M B E R  

V) C I T Y  O R  T O W N  S T A T F  

Richmond V i r g i n i a  
5. L O C A T I O N  O F  L E G A L  D E S C R I P T I O N  - . - - - - . - .. 

C O U R T H O U S E  R E C 1 5 T R Y  O F  D E E D S  E T C  

C I T Y  O R  TOWN S T A T E  C O D E  PO fir. 0 

. Richmond V i r g i n i a  45 P O C  3 rZ 
A P P R O X I M A T E  A C R E A G E  OF  N O M ~ N A T E D  PROPERTY 14.12 a c r e s  

0 2 :  

6. R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  fN E X I S T I N G  S U R V E Y S  
P. D 

[ T I T L E  O F  S U R V E Y  

H i s t o r i c  American Bu i ld ings  Survey 
D A T E  O F  S U R V E Y  1941 F~~..OI rn stole n countv n LOCOI n 
O E P O S l T D R I  F O R  S U R V E Y  R E C O R D S  

OWNERSHIP 

*a - 
Lib ra ry  of  Congress 

S T R E E T  A N D  N U M B E R :  

STATUS 

Occupied 

Unoccupied 0 
Presetvation W O , ~  

i n  progress 

Publ ic  

Private 0 
Both 0 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Y e s :  

Restrictad 7 
Unresaicted 621 

N,: 17 

Public Acquisit ion: 

I n  P tocor r  

Being Considered 

C l T I  OR TOWN: 

Washington 

: 
m 

z 
," 
C 



DESCRIPTION .- 
I ( C h e c k  Ono) 4 

The B e l l  Tower i n  C a p i t o l  Square i s  a s imple y e t  p l e a s i n g  F e d e r a l - s t y l e  
composi t ion.  It i s  a squa re ,  t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  one bay 
on each o f  i t s  s i d e s .  Above t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  on each s i d e ,  the  tower 
f e a t u r e s  a wide recessed  a r c h  i n  which i s  s e t  a r e c t a n g u l a r  window wi th  
a round window above. Crowning t h e  tower i s  a s imple  c o r n i c e  and a 
domed, a rcaded oc tagonal  be lvede re ,  surrounded by a wooden b a l u s t r a d e ,  
which houses t h e  b e l l .  Except f o r  some r e p o i n t i n g  of t h e  brickwork and 
t h e  replacement  o f  t h e  b a l u s t r a d e ,  t h e  Be l l  Tower has  remained r e l a t i v e l y  
unchanged s i n c e  i t  was f i r s t  e r e c t e d .  . 
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The Capitol  Square Bell  Tower was erected i n  1824 by Levi Swain to  replacf 
an e a r l i e r  wooden one. It was o r ig ina l ly  b u i l t  a s  a guardhouse for  the 
Public Guard a s  wel l  a s  a s igna l  tower for  emergencies and meetings. On 
Apri l  21, 1861 the b e l l  rang t o  report  the Federal gunboat "Pawnee" 
approaching the c i t y ,  and again on February 7 ,  1864 i t  sounded the alarm 
f o r  ~ a h l g r e n ' s  Raid. The present be l l  i n  the tower da tes  from 1933. 
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The Bell  Tower i s  a pleasing design i n  i t s e l f ,  and i t s  pa r t i cu l a r  locat 
i n  Capi tol  Square makes i t  an e f f ec t ive  focal point  f o r  the  end of 
Franklin S t ree t .  
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the  Na- 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L a w  
National Register. 

89-665). I hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t  has  been 

evaluated according to the  criteria and procehres set 

forth b y  the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National State [XI Local  

Virginia Historic Landmarks Corn. 
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