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1. Name 

historic Cathedral  of t h e  Sacred Heart  

2. Location 
street & number Floyd Avenue and Laure l  S t r e e t  N/A not for publication 

city, town Richmond N/A vicinity of congressional district 3rd (Thomas J. B l i l ey ,  JI 

state Virg in ia  code 51 county (In City)  code 760 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership S tus W Present Use 
-district - public occupied -agriculture - museum 

7, 

L building@) 2 private -unoccupied -commercial - park 
- structure - both -work in progress -educational X - private residence 
- site Public Acquisit ion Accessible -entertainment religious 
-object - in process 2 yes: restricted -government -scientific 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial -transportation 
N/A - no -military -other: 

4. Owner of Property 
Catho l i c  Diocese of Richmond 

name c / o  bIost Rev. Walter F. Sul l ivan .  D i s h o ~  of Richnond 

street & number 811-B Cathedra l  P l ace  
_ _ ^  -,.A- z r p  cuur 

city, town Richmond N/A vicinity of ,tate Virg in ia  23220 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse. reaistrv of deeds. etc. Richmond City Iia1' 

C 
street & number 900 East  Broad S t r e e t  

Richmond Vi rg in ia  23219 
city, town state 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  

titie Landmarks Commission Survey has this property been determined elegible? -yes X no 

1981 X date -federal - state - county - local 

depository for survey records Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Cormnission, 221 Governor S t r e e t  

city, town Richmond state Virgin ia  23219 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
&excellent - deteriorated - unaltered 2 original site 
- good - ruins -altered -moved date N/A X 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
Richmond's Sacred Heart Cathedral ,  toge ther  wi th  t h e  Bishop's Residence and P r i e s t ' s  

House, occupies a n  e n t i r e  c i t y  block f r o n t i n g  on Monroe Park. The i r r e g u l a r  p l o t  was pur- 
chased i n  1867 and added t o  i n  1884; i t  c o n s i s t s  of 65 f e e t  f ac ing  Monroe Park, 320 f e e t  
on Floyd Avenue, 400 f e e t  on Park Avenue, and 223 f e e t  a t  t h e  r e a r  on Cherry S t r e e t .  The 
I t a l i a n  Renaissance-style  c a t h e d r a l  was designed by t h e  New York a r c h i t e c t  Joseph H. 
McGuire and b u i l t  between 1903 and 1906. Together wi th  t h e  Mosque and Grace and Holy 
T r i n i t y  Episcopal Church, t h e  Cathedral  a c t s  a s  a s t rong and v i s u a l l y  f o r c e f u l  boundary 
f o r  the  l a t e  19 th  and e a r l y  20th century r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  "The Fan". The domed and 
port icoed Latin-cross-plan s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  wi th  a basement of V i rg in i a  g r a n i t e  and 
a s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  of Indiana l imestone with a copper and unglazed green t i l e  roof .  The 
massiveness of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  is suggested by i t s  e x t e r i o r  dimensions: 206 f e e t  long and 
114 f e e t  wide wi th  a h e i g h t  of 144 f e e t  from t h e  ground t o  t h e  top of a c r o s s  on i t s  dome. 
It is t h e  second c a t h e d r a l  b u i l t  f o r  t h e  Cathol ic  Diocese of Richmond. 

The f r o n t  ( e a s t )  e l e v a t i o n  is d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by a hexas ty l e  pedimented p o r t i c o  wi th  
f l u t e d  Cor in th ian  columns ( t h e  o u t e r  co lu~~ lns  a r e  pa i red)  and a t a b i e t  wi th  t h e  inscr ip-  
t i o n  "IF YE LOVE IE IEZP 1a COI~WJDl4ZIVS". The pediment is topped by a c r o s s .  The 
p o r t i c o  i s  f ron ted  by s tone  s t e p s  t h a t  e l e v a t e  t h e  main ent rance  from t h e  s t r e e t ;  t h e  
main ent rance  c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  double doorways each having mul t ip l e  paneled doors,  
leaded-glass transoms and c l a s s i c a l  co rn ices .  The co rn ice  of t h e  c e n t e r  door i s  higher  
than t h e  o the r  two e n t r i e s  and i s  supported by brackets .  Flanking t h e  p o r t i c o  a r e  two 
b e l l  towers topped by t e n t  roo f s  wi th  c r o s s  f i n i a l s .  The towers a r e  v i s u a l l y  connected 
above t h e  p o r t i c o  by a b l ind  arcade.  Over t h e  c ross ing  is t h e  dome topped by a l a n t e r n  
with a c r o s s  f i n i a l .  The dome sits on an octagonal  drum t h a t  has  s tone  c r e s t i n g  with 
broadfoot  c rosses .  

The c a t h e d r a l  has  a v a r i e t y  of f e n e s t r a t i o n  types. The most t y p i c a l  a r e  round- 
arched openings wi th  leaded s ta ined-glass  windows. The gables  of t h e  t r a n s e p t s  have 
l a r g e ,  c i r c u l a r  s t a ined-g la s s ,  o r  rose,windows. Secondary ent rances  have paneled doors 
topped by transoms t h a t  a r e  s i m i l a r  i n  appearance t o  t h e  main ent rance .  A b r i c k  arcade 
se rves  t o  connect t h e  Cathedral  t o  t h e  p r i e s t ' s  house. 

I n  p l an  t h e  Cathedral  is i n  t h e  form of a L a t i n  c r o s s .  The main ent rance  opens onto 
t h e  nar thex  and is f lanked by b a p t i s t e r y  and t h e  s t a i r  tower. The b a p t i s t e r y  r e t a i n s  the  
o r i g i n a l  marble bapt i smal  f o n t  wi th  a b r a s s  domed cover.  The church auditor ium c o n s i s t s  
of nave, a i s l e s ,  t r a n s e p t s ,  and apse. The a i s l e s  a r e  separa ted  from t h e  nave by Corin- 
t h i a n  columns support ing round arches .  They continue around t h e  sanctuary  t o  form an 
ambulatory which is separa ted  from t h e  sanctuary by an e l abora t e  wrought-iron g r i l lwork  
screen .  A t  t h e  ends of t h e  t r a n s e p t s  a r e  semi-octagonal chapels  w i th  a d d i t i o n a l  chapels  

b. opening o f f  t h e  a i s l e s  and t h e  ambulatory. The w a l l s  a r e  wainscoted i n  marble, and the  
f l o o r s  a r e  mosaic and t e r r azzo .  The r i c h l y  co f fe red  c e i l i n g  is supported by v a u l t s  b u i l t  
according t o  t h e  "Guastavino System", t h a t  i s ,  wi th  v a u l t s  of i n t e r l o c k i n g  t i l e s  r a t h e r  
than  s tone .  This  system was popular i n  r e v i v a l i s t  bu i ld ings  i n  t h e  Northeast  during t h e  
f i r s t  t h r e e  decades of t h e  20th century ,  but  was r a r e l y  used i n  t h e  South.At t h e  c ross ing  
t h e  c e i l i n g  r i s e s  i n t o  the  dome, a c l e a r  he igh t  of n ine ty-s ix  f e e t .  Under t h e  apse  i s  

t h e  c ryp t  w i th  f i f t y  catacombs f o r  b u r i a l .  The b o i l e r  rooms a r e  beneath t h e  morning 
chapel  which is entered  from t h e  ambulatory a s  w e l l  a s  from t h e  s t r e e t .  The s a c r i s t y  

a d j o i n s  t h e  morning chapel .  The organ l o f t  is d i r e c t l y  over  t h e  en t rance  v e s t i b u l e .  
The organ was cons t ruc ted  a t  t h e  f a c t o r y  of John Brown of Wilmington, Delaware, and i s  
a d u p l i c a t e  of t h e  organ i n  t h e  Cathedral  a t  Savannah, Georgia. The case  was designed 

by t h e  a r c h i t e c t ,  Joseph H. McGuire, who a l s o  designed a l l  t h e  f u r n i t u r e  f o r  t h e  build- 
(See Continuat ion Sheet b l )  



8. Significance 

Period 
-prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
- 1800-1 899 
X - 190C- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below :[ - archeology-prehistoric - communlty planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic -conservation - law -science 
- agriculture - economics -literature -sculpture 
2 architecture -education military - social1 
-art - engineering - music humanitarian 
-commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy theater 
-communications - industry - politicslgovernment -transportation 

-invention - other (specify) 

S ~ e c i f i c  dates 1903-06 BuilderlArchitect Joseph H. McGuire 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Framed by Richmond's l3onroe Park and forming t h e  v i s u a l  p ivo t  between t h e  c i t y ' s  
commercial a r e a  and t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  Fan D i s t r i c t ,  t h e  Cathedral  of t h e  Sacred Heart 
is V i r g i n i a ' s  most d i s t ingu i shed  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  r ep resen ta t ion  of t h e  I t a l i a n  Renai- 
sance Revival  s t y l e .  The domed and por t icoed  l imestone s t r u c t u r e ,  w i th  i t s  c l o i s t e r s ,  
diocesan gardans, and episcopal  res idence ,  is t h e  work of Joseph H. fIcGuire, a  New York 
architect whose p r a c t i c e  centered on Roman Cathol ic  churches and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  bui ld-  
ings .  Begun i n  1303. completed i n  1906, and regarded a t  once by contemporaries a s  t h e  
most o rna te  and b e a u t i f u l  church e d i f i c e  i n  t h e  Sout'l, t h s  Cathedral  was t h e  g i f t  of 
f i n a n c i e r ,  promoter, and p h i l a n t h r o p i s t  Thomas Fortune Ryan, of V i rg in i a  and New York, 
and h i s  w i fe ,  Ida  Barry Ryan. The Ryans' l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  g i f t  t o  t h e  Cathol ic  Church, 
i t  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  monumental benefac t ions  given t o  churches and u n i v e r s i t i e s  
by t h e  barons of American indus t ry  and f inance  a t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  century.  Also s ign i -  
f i c a n t  a s  a  landmark i n  the growth of t h e  Cathol ic  Church i n  Vi rg in i a ,  Sacred Heart 
supplanted S t .  P e t e r ' s  Church, ~ i c h m o n d ' s  f i r s t  ca thedra l ,  a s  t h e  s e a t  of t h e  Cathol ic  
Diocese of Richmond. The consecra t ion  ceremonies held on November 29, 1906,brought 
together  t h e  most eminent Cathol ic  churchmen i n  t h e  country f o r  one of t h e  ~ i ~ o s t  c o l o r f u l  
and impressive ceremonies i n  Richmond's h i s t o r y .  

HISTORICAL BACKGROU>lD - 
The f i r s t  movement towards t h e  e r e c t i o n  of a  l a r g e r  c a t h e d r a l  i n  Richmond d a t e s  t o  

t h e  period j u s t  fol lowing t h e  C i v i l  War. I n  1867 Bishop John f lcGi l l  purchased the  eas- 
t e r n  po r t ion  of t h e  block on which t h e  present  c a t h e d r a l  s t ands .  I n  view of t h e  
beginning of Richmond's expansion westward, I.!cGill dreamed of a  magnif icent  new s t r u c t u r e  
which would r ep lace  S t .  P e t e r ' s  on Grace S t r e e t  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  church of t h e  diocese,  
while  serv ing  a s  t h e  pa r i sh  church of t h e  c i t y ' s  west end. The pauci ty ,  a s  we l l  a s  
t h e  poverty,  of Ca tho l i c s  i n  t h e  Ci ty  prevented f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  on McGil l ' s  p lans ,  how- 
ever ,  u n t i l  1882. On November 17th  of t h a t  year  a t  a  meeting of prominent Cathol ic  
laymen he ld  i n  t h e  basement of S t .  P e t e r ' s ,  means were proposed f o r  r a i s i n g  funds f o r  
a  more " f i t t i n g  ~ a t h e d r a l . " ~  This movement met with some success i n  1884 when Bishop 

C 
Keane purchased t h e  remainder of t h e  p resen t  block.  3 

I n  1901 Thomas Fortune Ryan, a f t e r  conversa t ions  wi th  h i s  f r i e n d ,  t h e  R t .  Rev. 
August Van DeVyver, Bishop of Richmond, announced h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  donate $250,000 f o r  
t h e  e r e c t i o n  of a  new Richmond ca thedra l .  Very soon a f t e r  t h i s  announcement, he 
approached Joseph H. McGuire wi th  a  proposal  t o  draw up p lans .  

According t o  contemporary accounts ,  Ryan so admired McGuire's des ign  t h a t  he  agreed 
t o  bu i ld  t h e  e d i f i c e  even though t h e  lowest e s t ima te  oE i ts  c o s t  f a r  exceeded t h e  
quarter-of-a-million-dollar mark. t lrs.  Ryan was r e spons ib le  f o r  donating t h e  Cathedra l ' s  
handsome i n t e r i o r  fu rn i sh ings ,  a l s o  express ly  designed by t h e  a r c h i t e c t .  The Cathedral 
cornerstone,  which had been c u t  and wrought yea r s  before  i n  t h e  Garden of Gethsemane, was 
o f f i c i a l l y  l a i d  on June 5,  1903. Construct ion of t h e  Cathedral  was completed t h r e e  years  
l a t e r .  

(See Continuat ion Sheet # I )  



9. Major Bibliographical References 

(See Continuat ion Sheet 115) 

10. Geographical Data 
1 213 a c r e s  

Acreage of nominated property 
Richmond 1: 24000 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale 

UMT References 

Al 1 2 1 8 1 ~ 3 3 1 4 1 0 /  141115181213101  
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c w  LLLLd u o w  [l L L d J L l  
E l  IIIII(I u F W  LJ-LJ u 
GI u u H L l J  u u 
Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion Bounded on t h e  E by Laure l  S t . ,  on t h e  S by Floyd Ave., 

on the  W by Cherry S t r e e t ,  and on t h e  N by Park Ave. The dimensions of t h e  t r i a n g u l a r  l o t  
average 223.01' x 341.49'; Richmond Ci ty  Tax Assessor Map References W000-035/001. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet i15) 

L is t  a l l  s tates and  count ies for  propert ies overlapping s ta te  o r  county boundaries 

state N /A code county N/A code 

state N/A code county N/A code 

I 1 Form Prepared By 
- - 

nameititle Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  

organization Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks date December 1 9 8 1  
~~ --.- ~ ~ 

street & number 221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone(804) 786-3144 

city or town Richmond state Virg in ia  23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated signlficance of this property within the state is: 

- national X state - local 

As the desianated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% - ~ . ~~~ 

665). 1 hereiy "ominate this property for inclusion in the N tionai Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criterla and procedures set forth by the&rit?$e Conser\lation and Rec!eation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 
H. Bryan Mi tche l l ,  Executive D i r e c t o r  // 
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ing  inc luding  t h e  confes s iona l s ,  a l t a r s ,  Bishop's throne, p u l p i t ,  gas  and e l e c t r i c  
f i x t u r e s ,  bronze work and bapt ismal  f o n t .  

The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  Cathedral  has  undergone some change s i n c e  i t s  consecra t ion  
i n  1906. P r i o r  t o  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  of t h e  s i l v e r  j u b i l e e  i n  1931, t h e  i n t e r i o r  pa in t ing  
was completed under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Robert Rambusch. With t h e  approach of t h e  golden 
j u b i l e e  i n  1956, t h e  i n t e r i o r  was r epa in ted ,  new l i g h t i n g  and loudspeaker systems were 
i n s t a l l e d ,  and s t a t u e s  of S t .  P e t e r  and S t .  P ius  X were placed i n  n iches  behind t h e  o ld  
high a l t a r .  Or ig ina l  imi ta t ion-s ta ined-glass  windows were removed a t  t h i s  time and 
replaced wi th  t h e  p resen t  Limoges s ta ined-glass  windows. I n  1968-69 t h e  sanctuary was 
modified s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  conform t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  of Vatican 11. The c r u c i f i x  was 
l i f t e d  above t h e  sanctuary  and suspended from a n  a rch ,  and t h e  Bishop's  c h a i r  and t h e  
screen  behind i t  were moved forward t o  the  middle of t h e  sanctuary  and placed behind 
a  new f r ees t and ing  a l t a r  s e t  on a  r a i s e d  p la t form beneath t h e  c ross ing .  

To encourage p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  l i t u r g y ,  t h e  s e a t i n g  arrangement was made cruc i -  
form, and movable pews were i n s t a l l e d .  I n  1976 t h e  old high a l t a r  was dismantled, reduced 
i n  s i z e ,  and moved o t  i t s  p resen t  pos i t i on .  I n  1980 a ramp was i n s t a l l e d  on t h e  no r th  s i d e  
of t h e  bu i ld ing  providing f r e e  access  to  the  Cathedral  f o r  the  handicapped. 

Connected t o  t h e  Cathedral  by an arcade  i s  t h e  p r i e s t ' s  house, a  t h r e e  s t o r y ,  hipped- 
roofed dwell ing.  Constructed of buff-colored b r i c k ,  t h e  s ide-hal l-plan house i s  entered 
through i t s  o r i g i n a l  double doors .  The h a l l  con ta ins  a  curved open-well s t a i r  t h a t  runs 
t o  the  t h i r d  f l o o r .  The s t a i r  has a  paneled newel pos t ,  molded h a n d r a i l ,  and turned 
b a l u s t e r s .  A s ta ined-glass  window i n  a  segmental-arched opening l i g h t s  t h e  s t a i r  h a l l .  
The main r ecep t ion  rooms on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  Neoclass ica l  Revival- 
s t y l e  mantels  with marble f ac ing  around the  f i r e p l a c e  opening. Major openings throughout 
t h e  house have molded a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  t h a t  frames t h e  o r i g i n a l  paneled doors  and 1/1 hung 
sash .  The p r i n c i p a l  f e n e s t r a t i o n  on the  f i r s t  f l o o r  is contained wi th in  segmental-arched 
openings; t h e  second-floor openings a r e  r ec t angu la r ,  while  t h e  t h i r d - f l o o r  openings con- 
s is t  of segmental a r ches  t h a t  a r e  smal le r  than the  openings on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The 
Bishop's r e s idence  is connected t o  the  p r i e s t ' s  house by a  c l o i s t e r  and mi r ro r s  t h e  l a t t e r  
i n  p lan  and s t y l e .  Both s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  covered by unglazed green t i l e s  t h a t  a r e  a l s o  
used on t h e  c l o i s t e r .  The roof l i n e s  of both s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  broken by b r i c k  chimneys. 
The chimney on the  p r i e s t ' s  house near  t h e  a rcade  has  e l a b o r a t e  corbeled brickwork. 

C Si tua ted  between t h e  Cathedral  and i t s  adjo in ing  res idences  is a smal l  cour tyard .  
The courtyard has  r o s e s  and shrubs planted around i ts  concre te  walks. 

S ign i f i cance  
H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

RCC 

The Cathedral  i s  one of a  small  number of Virg in ia  bui ld ings  e rec ted  i n  a  f u l l y  
developed I t a l i a n  Renaissance Revival S ty l e .  Like contemporary Beaux-Arts Classicism, 
t h e  I t a l i a n  Renaissance Revival developed a s  a  r e a c t i o n  t o  High Vic to r i an  ec l ec t i c i sm,  
t h e  pervas ive  and most fash ionable  s t y l e  of t h e  pos t  C i v i l  War per iod .  The Renaissance 
Revival began wi th  t h e  Vi l l a rd  Houses i n  New York Ci ty ,  designed by McKim, Mead, and 
White i n  1883. The f i rm subsequently popularized t h e  s t y l e  through t h e i r  designs,  f o r  
t h e  Boston Publ ic  Library (1888-92) which demonstrated i t s  a d a p t a b i l i t y  f o r  publ ic  edi- 
f i c e s .  When Joseph H. McGuire ~ l a n n e d  t h e  Cathedral  i n  1901, t h e  s t y l e  had a l ready 
come t o  Richmond through Carrare  and Has t ings ' s  J e f f e r s o n  Hotel which had been com- 
p le t ed  i n  1895. 
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Joseph H. McGuire (1865-1947) was a  graduate of C i ty  College of New York who 
s tudied  a r c h i t e c t u r e  a t  S t .  Xavier College and t h e  Ecole des  Beaux A r t s  i n  P a r i s .  
During a  long and d i s t ingu i shed  ca ree r  t h a t  spanned nea r ly  h a l f  a century ,  McGuire 
designed many l a r g e  and important Ca tho l i c  churches, inc luding  t h e  Church of t h e  
Holy Family, New Rochelle,  New York Holy T r i n i t y  Church,on 82nd S t r e e t  near  Broad- 
way,and S t .  E l i z a b e t h ' s  Church and Hosp i t a l  i n  New York C i ty ,  and t h e  Cathol ic  Church 
of S t .  Rose a t  Lima, New york.'17 The Cathedral  of t h e  Sacred Heart was t h e  f i r s t  
major commission he rece ived  upon en te r ing  p r a c t i v e  i n  New York i n  1901, and i t  re- 
mains one of t h e  most outs tanding  examples of h i s  work. 

McGuire's pa t ron ,  Thomas Fortune Ryan (1851-1928), whom William C .  Whitney 
c a l l e d  " the  most a d r o i t ,  suave, and n o i s e l e s s  man" t h a t  American f inance  ad ever  
known, c o n t r o l l e d  co rpora t ions  valued a t  one and a ha l f  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  ' A n a t i v e  
of Nelson County, V i rg in i a ,  who began h i s  ca ree r  i n  Baltimore be fo re  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
himself on Wall S t r e e t  i n  1874, Ryan launched h i s  f i r s t  g r e a t  bus iness  venture  i n  
1883, organizing a  synd ica t e  f o r  t h e  conso l ida t ion  and extens ion  of s t r e e t  rai lway 
p r o j e c t s  i n  New York, Chicago, and many o the r  c i t i e s .  The synd ica t e ' s  Metropoli tan 
Trac t ion  Company of New York w a s  one of America's f i r s t  holding companies. Among 
h i s  most famous f i n a n c i a l  t r ansac t ions  were h i s  formation of t h e  American Tobacco 
Company, h i s  s t r u g g l e  f o r  c o n t r o l  of Seaboard Railway, h i s  a c q u i s i t i o n  of t h e  Equita- 
b l e  L i f e  Assurance Socie ty ,  and h i s  promotion of a  syndica te  t o  develop t h e  Belgian 
Congo. Also a major benefac tor  of t h e  National  Democratic p a r t y  and c red i t ed  with 
securing Alton B. Pa rke r ' s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  nomination i n  1904, Ryan devoted a  s u b s t a n t i a l  
po r t ion  of h i s  weal th t o  t h e  Roman Cathol ic  Church. An e a r l y  conver t  t o  Catholicism, 
Ryan and h i s  w i fe  donated more than twenty m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  t o  Ca tho l i c  causes.  9 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Sacred Heart Cathedral ,  which c o s t  no l e s s  than ha l f  a  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  
and can be  compared i n  magnitude t o  3 .  P. Morgan's g i f t  of $500,000 f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  
of the  Cathedral  of S t .  John t h e  Divine and J .  J. H i l l ' s  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  donat ion f o r  
t h e  Cathol ic  theo log ica l  seminary a t  S t .  Paul ,  t h e  Ryans cont r ibuted  very l a r g e l y  t o  
t h e  bu i ld ing  funds of o t h e r  Cathol ic  churches i n  many p a r t s  of New York. Mrs. 
Ryan was a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  generous pa t ron  of t h e  Cathol ic  Church i n  Vi rg in i a .  Among 
h e r  g i f t s  were Sacred Heart  Church i n  Manchester and the  Church of t h e  Blessed Sacra- 
ment i n  Harrisonburg. 11 

Eyewitness accounts  of t h e  p ic turesque  and solemn consecra t ion  s e r v i c e s  of 
b. November 29, 1906,were unanimous i n  agreeing t h a t  t h e  ded ica t ion  marked t h e  most 

important event i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Cathedral  Cathol ic  Church i n  Virg in ia  a s  wel l  
a s  a  major event i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  c i t y .  The c i t y  e d i t o r  of t h e  Richmond 
Times-Dispatch, Joseph Geisinger ,  repor ted  t h a t  i n  1850 t h e  Diocese of Richmond,which 
then included West V i rg in i a ,  contained only s i x  p r i e s t s ,  seven churches, and t h r e e  
schools ,  wh i l e  only t h r e e  c i t i e s  i n  t h e  d iocese  held r egu la r  masses on Sundays. By 
1906, notwithstanding t h e  f a c t  t h a t  West Virg in ia  and Western Vi rg in i a  were no longer  i n  
the  d iocese ,  t h e r e  were t en  times a s  many p r i e s t s  and more than f i f t y  churches. There 
were, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  pa roch ia l  schools  now found i n  every p a r i s h ,  a  co l l ege ,  
s e v e r a l  high schools  and academies, i n d u s t r i a l  schools ,  i n f a n t  and orphan asylums, and 
o the r  c h a r i t a b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  From only a  handful  of Cathol ics  i n  1850, Geisinger  
observed t h a t  t h e r e  were now more than t h i r t y  thousand, a  number t h a t  had even g r e a t e r  
s ign i f i cance  i n  view of  t h e  almost e n t i r e  absence of e a s t e r n  and southern  European 
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immigration i n t o  t h e  South a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War. There was a l s o  a  gene ra l  sent iment  t h a t  
t h e  presence a t  s o  important a  c e l e b r a t i o n  of James Cardina l  Gibbons, a  former Bishop 
of Richmond then regarded a s  America's g r e a t e s t  Cathol ic  churchman, along with t h e  Papal 
Delegate t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  and o the r  church no tab le s ,  had given t h e  Virg in ia  Church 
an impetus t h a t  would be  f e l t  i n  t h e  f a r  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  long-wished- 
f o r  Cathedral  had been made poss ib l e  by t h e  generos i ty  of a  n a t i v e  Virg in ian  and Cathol ic  
layman a l s o  augured w e l l  f o r  t h e  d iocese ' s  continued growth. 12 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  Cathedral  t o  the  c i t y  was b r i l l i a n t l y  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  publi- 
c a t i o n  of s p e c i a l  Cathedral  s e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  November 29 and 30, 1906,edi t ions  of t h e  
Richmond Times-Dispatch. Noting t h a t  t h e  growth of c i t i e s  and ra i lways  had c a l l e d  f o r t h  
l a r g e r  bu i ld ings  f o r  commerce than even t h e  c a t h e d r a l s  of t h e  Middle Ages, t h e  e d i t o r  
of the  Times-Diapatch r e j o i c e d  t h a t  t h e  " s p i r i t  t h a t  i n sp i r ed  men t o  bu i ld  ca thedra l s  
then  is s t i l l  a l i v e  and t h a t  such a s p i r i t  had been manifested13n t h i s  c i t y . "  Richmond 
now proudly stood "among t h e  ca thedra l  c i t i e s  of t h e  world." Perhaps t h e  c l e a r e s t  
s tatement  of t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and civ-ic importance of t h e  monumental s t r u c t u r e  came f r o m  
an un iden t i f i ed  P r o t e s t a n t  layman: 

Not a lone  a s  a  church w i l l  t h e  Cathedral  of the  Sacred Heart  be a  
power, f o r  i ts  beauty and a r t i s t i c  conception w i l l  s t i m u l a t e  and 
encourage t h e  love  of beauty of a l l  bu i ld ings ,  whether secu la r  o r  
o r  churchly.  The Cathedral  w i l l  g ive  Richmond an unchallenged pre- 
cedence a s  a  chosen p lace  f o r  a l l  g r e a t  Cathol ic  ga the r ings ,  and 
w i l l  f u r t h e r  s e rve  t o  make Richmond the  c a p i t a l  and metropol i s  of 
t h i s  and ad jo in ing  S t a t e s .  Already Richmond has gained g r e a t  good from t h e  
ca thedra l ,  f o r  i ts  consecra t ion  uni ted a whole c i t y  i n  p r a i s e  and 
benedic t ion  and g r a t i t u d e ,  and t h e  c i v i c  l i f e  of t h i s  community is 
v a s t l y  r i c h e r  by t h a t  spontaneous and unanimous outpouring of pub- 
l i c  sent iment ,  which has  unmistakably dec lared ,  wi th  every mark of 
approval  and s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  t h a t  Richmond r e j o i c e s  i n  t h e  possess ion  
of our new ca thedra l .  1 4  

The event then  gained n a t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  through two New York pub l i ca t ions .  The New York 
Times devoted a  f u l l  column t o  t h e  consecra t ion  on November 30, whi le  Harper 's  Weelcly on 
December 22 published a  fu l l -page  photograph of t h e  c a t h e d r a l ' s  spacious i n t e r i o r  a s  

k p a r t  of a  s p e c i a l  a r t i c l e  by Charles  Marshall  Graves on t h e  Ryans' "remarkable ecc le s i a s -  
t i c a l  g i f t . "  15 The name of t h e  Richmond Cathedral  i s  derived from a s p e c i a l  form of 
Cathol ic  devotion t h a t  focuses a t t e n t i o n  on t h e  phys ica l  h e a r t  of Jesus  Chr i s t  a s  t h e  
most powerful symbol of God's redemptive love  f o r  humanity. The l i t u r g i c a l  devotion 
d a t e s  to t h e  seventeenth century,  a l though i t  d id  not  r e c e i v e  high e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  sanc- 
t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  middle of t h e  19 th  century .  J u s t  two years  be fo re  t h e  Ryans o f fe red  t o  
bu i ld  t h e  Cathedral  i n  Richmond, Pope Leo XI11 decreed t h e  consecra t ion  of t h e  whole 
world t o  the  Sacred Heart.  Thus, the  name of t h e  new Cathedral  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  e leva ted  
rank which the  devotion t o  t h e  Sacred Heart achieved i n  Cathol ic  l i t u r g y  and theology 
i n  the  decades j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  cons t ruc t ion .  1 6  

While t h e  Cathedral  cont inues  t o  be  used f o r  such important diocesan events  a s  the  

o r d i n a t i o n  of p r i e s t s  and bishops,  i t  more r e c e n t l y  has been opened t o  t h e  publ ic  f o r  
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conce r t s ,  l e c t u r e s ,  and even p lays .  I n  1979 t h e  sanctuary served a s  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  a  
V i rg in i a  Commonwealth Univers i ty  product ion of Becket t .  

McGuire's o r i g i n a l  p lans  f o r  the  Cathedral  complex remain i n  t h e  possession of 
t h e  Diocese of Richmond. 
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10. Geographical Data 

Boundary J u s t i E i c a t i o n  

The nominated proper ty  f o r  t h e  Cathedral  of t h e  Sacred Heart c o n s i s t s  of 1 213 a c r e s  
loca ted  a t  Floyd Avenue and Laure l  S t r e e t  i n  t h e  c i t y  of Richmond. The i r r e g u l a r  l o t  was 
purchased i n  1867 and added t o  i n  1884; i t  c o n s i s t s  of 65 f e e t  on Laurel  S t r e e t ,  320 f e e t  
on Floyd Avenue, 400 f e e t  on Park Avenue, and 223 f e e t  a t  t h e  r e a r  on Cherry S t r e e t .  The 
property con ta ins  t h e  Cathedral ,  the  Bishop's  Residence and t h e  Rectory 0s P r i e s t ' s  House. 
The res idences  were planned a t  t h e  time of t h e  Cathedral  and wi th  t h e  Cathedral enc lose  
a smal l  cour tyard .  




