
*L!z.. 1 \ -  5 - b 8  
, . ri R 4 P  4 - ib - lu4 , 1 , . . . ' .  

, . IT?.-  .12b8 
, , . .  . , 

- .  .I. = :. ' - Form 10-330 - -  
U N I T E D  STATES DCPARTLIENT OF T H E  I N T E R 1 0 2  * , A  r K :  

r .  - 
I :  .. : (C,-c. 1963) NATlOiVAL P A R S  SEL?\!IC; . .. V i r n i n i a  

c 3 " I ' T Y :  

t I A T I O > l A L  R E G I S T E R  O F  H I S T C R I C  PLACES Richmond (in c i  t . ). 
I>IVEI.ITORY - t lOMINATIOb!  FORI.4 F O %  : I?% i?SE O N L Y  

'~ \ CP' i"" N 3 U f , I ' 1  I m n T F  
(Type  ai l  en!ries - comp!etc apgiica!~ie sccfions) -I---- 

- 1. tlA:!E 

i . 1 COLIMDW: 

I F i r s 2  B a p t i s t  Church (Student Center )  
A N D ~ o R  H 1 5 T 3 R l C :  

F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church 

2. L O C A 7 1 O N  
S T R E E T  A > i C  NUUSER. 

hl7 c o r n e r  of  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  and E .  Broad S t r e e t  
C I T Y  O R  TOWV 

Richmond 
S T A T E  co5s  C O U N T Y :  

V i r g i n i a  
C O O E  

'7~66 

V) 

2 

U 
I I I I 

P R E S E N T  U S E  (Check One or dlare as ApproprisloJ 

Agr icu l tu r~ l  Government Park [7 Transportation Comments I= 
C Commcrciol a Industrial  [7 Private R e s i d s n c e  n Other  (SpscifyJ 

3. f L A S S I F I C A T I C N  

- 

0 - 
I- 

- 
C I Educotionol 3 ~ i l i t a r y  n H c l i g i o u s  Studen t  I 

C A T C G 3 R Y  
(Check One) 

Di.t.ict a"ilding . 

Sits Structure 

Obicc, 

Landmarks C c ~ m i s s i o n  Report #127-165 -- I I 
-- F = d e r ~ I  -7 5 1 C 1 L O C O !  ;J 

: .  C C '  
-- 

S',F',%+ I . IC . ,FU.<:  

OWNERSHIP 

W 

W 
Ln , 

5. 

I 

I V jr-; pi;. !<is::ric 1, jcdmnricc  Cc:x~.Lssiip 
I-.:' 
, - A , :  :> 7 I-- ,: 

! \ 
I 1 . L l i .  I:C:tn S t r . . ? t  Stace C E i i c c  Cr,.:i.i:lin? C .. . - - - - . - . - . - .-- - . -- - -- - - . - - -- - - i i 

l C <  r >  3 -  : : ' . i 5 l i T T .  

Public 

Private C? 
80th 

STATUS 

V i r g i n i a  Cornonwealth U n i v e r s i t y  (Nedical  Col lege  o f  V i r g i n i a )  
S T R E E T  A N D  N U U S E R :  

ACCESSIBLE 

T O  T H E  P U B L I C  

Public Acqui.ition! 

I n  Process 

Being Considered C 

C I T Y  O R  T O i i Y :  

Richmond 

Occupi.d . rn 
Unoccupied 

Prescrvorion 
in p.0g.e.. • 

C C D E  S T A T E :  

Ye.: 

Rqs~r ic ted  

Unrestricted G 
No: " 

- 
5 Z . 

LOC:::It7:I OF L E G A L  D E S C R I P T : C N  Y j  - -- .. 
C O U H T H O U S E .  * E G I S T R Y  O F  13EED9.  E T C :  

Chancery Cour t ,  ~ i c h o n d  C i t y  Hal l  
S T R E E T  A N D  VYL:aER: 

V i r g i n i a  
07 ti! 
r' 
9 
P. 
0 I 

.'Fw- 



, I N l i L i i  ,: I 
I I Altewd U d  [3 Moved 

i ! ? < s ~ % : i i E  T E Z  P R E S E N T  A N D  0 n l ; l C t A L  ( I f  knO>r-nj ; i h ' < S l C A i  i P ~ E i i t & t r < E  

The d e s i e n  of  t h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church is based on t h a t  of  a  Greek Doric . 
t e a p l e  though modif ied t o  makc . i t  b e s t  s c r v c  t h e  func t ion  f o r  which i t  was 
b u i l t .  It i s  a  s tuccoed tenple- fom b u i l d i n g  ~\q i th  the  two f l u t e d  Doric 
coluxns of  i t s  p o r t i c o  i n  a n t i s .  The bays of  i t s  s i d e s  a r e  framed by Doric 
p i l a s t e r s ,  and t h e  whole of the  bu i ld ing  i s  cror.7ned by a  Doric  e n t a b l a t u r e  
con ta in ing  t r i g l y p h s  and metopes. The f r o n t  s t e p s  a r e  a r ranged t o  g i v e  t h e  
impress ion  of a  s t y l o b a t e  al though t h e  b u i l d i n g  a c t u a l l y  rests on a  h igh  
basement. The wing i t  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  a  l a t e r  
a d d i t i o n  bu t  r e p e a t s  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n .  
The wing a t  t h e  northwest  corner  i s  a l s o  an a d d i t i o n  bu t  is of  no a r c h i -  
t e c t u r a l  d i s t i n c t i o n .  The cupola which was o r i g i n a l l y  ove r  t h e  p o r t i c o  
has been removed. 

.. . . . 

The i n t e r i o r  d e c o r a t i o n  i s  b a s i c a l l y  i n t a c t  a l though t h e  pews have been. 
removed. The o u t s t a n d i n g  f e a t u r e  of  t h e  i n t e r i o r  is t h e  g r e a t  p l a s t e r  
medal l ion  i n  t h e  c e i l i n g  wi th  i t s  Grec ian  m o t i f s .  
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The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h i s  imposing Greek Revival  e d i f i c e  was begun i n  1839 
and completed i n  1841. I ts a r c h i t e c t ,  Thomas U. Wa l t e r ,  was a  Ph i l ade lph i  
a r c h i t e c t  of  n a t i o n a l  importance who i s  b e s t  remembered f o r  having de- 
s igned  t h e  brings and done of  t h e  C a p i t o l  i n  Washington. The congregat ion  
of t h e  church was composed of  t l ~ e  wh i t e  membership of  t h e  o l d  B a p t i s t  
Church a t  Broad and Col lege  S t r e e t s  ( t h e r e a f t e r  known as  t h e  F i r s t  African 
B a p t i s t  Church) and was t h e  o l d e s t  B a p t i s t  congrega t ion  i n  R i c h o n d .  Dur- 
i ng  t h e  C i v i l  Var t h e  b u i l d i n g  served  a s  an emergency-hospi ta l  f o r  Con- 
f e d e r a t e  s o l d i e r s .  In  1938 t h e  congregat ion  s o l d  t h e  church  t o  t h e  
Medical Col lege  o f  V i r g i n i a ;  i t  now s e r v e s  t h e  c o l l e g e  a s  a  s tuden t  c e n t e r  

S ~ ~ ~ E M E N T  O F  S I C N I F I C ~ ~ N C E  (Include Personages. Dares. Eumfs. E1c.J 

The church  w i t h  i t s  monumental p ropor t ions  and conspicuous l o c a t i o n  on 
Broad S t r e e t  i s  a  major  landnarlc i n  Richmond. It is an a b l e  p i ece  of 
a r c h i t e c t u r e  and ranks  a s  f i r s t  i n  q u a l i t y  among b u i l d i n g s  of  t h e  Greek 
Reviva l  s t y l e .  
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