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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

As it is presently laid out, the Virginia Union Univeraity Library, or
Belgian Pavilion, is¢ a large, somewhat irreguler U-shaped structurs.

The scuth arm containa the library, while the north arm contains a
gymnasium; the two are comnected by a series of classrooms. In the
southwest corner of the U is a slender slate-faced campanile-like

tower, one corner of which is ornamented with glass blocks while the top
is crowned with a distinctive louvred lantern. The tower is dedicated to
Robert L, Vann, a Pittsburgh publisher and alumnus of Virginia Union.

At the base of the tower are two bas relief panels which represent culture
and trades in the Belgian Congo. A third, very long bas relief panel

on the south wall of the Library represents trade in Belgium. The
sculptors for these panels were O, Jaspers and H. Purrez.

Most of this one-story, flat roofed structure is faced with red tiles above
a black slate-faced water table, The choice of materials is symbolic

of Belgian unity; the red tiles are a product of Flanders while the

black slate comes from the Ardennes and the plate glass used in large

areas throughout the building are from the Walloon part of Belgium. The
whole of the building, with its clean lines, geometrical patterned surfaces
and geometrical massing, has an aura of austere formalism, one of the chief
characteristics of the International Style.
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ISTATEMENT or SIGNIFICANCE

The Library building of Virginia Union University was originally built
in 1939 in New York City as the Belgian Pavilion for the World's Fair.
The architecta for the building were Victor Bourgeois and Leo Stijnen
who worked under the direction of Professor Henry van der Velde (1863-
1957). Van der Velde, one of the most important twentieth-century
architects, began as an exponent of the Art Nouveau movement but later
became a pioneer of modernism, and was the predecessor of Walter Gropius
as head of the influential Grand Ducal School of Art at Weimar, Germany,
which later became the Bauhaus. PR

The building was erected with the idea of removing it to a Belgian
university following the closing of the fair. However, the outbreak

of World War II put a halt to this scheme, and the Belgian ambassador
presented the building to Virginia Union University in 1941. The choice
of Virginia Union was based largely on the potential use the school
could make of the pavilion, and the availability of a good site. The
building was then dismantled, the materials shipped to Richmond, and
reassembled on the grounds of the school. Its corner stone was laid

on June 9, 1941,

Because of the reputation of its architects, as well as the quality of
its design, the former Belgian Pavilion must be considered to possess

international architectural significance. It stands as a monument in

America to the modernism of the thirties, or the International Style,

as it came to be called. It was this architectural movement which 80

largely shaped the architecture of the present day.
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NAME AND TITLE:

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W, Moody, Jr., Director

ORGANIZATION

DATE

o | Novenber 19. 196

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

STREET AND NUMBER:

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building

CITY OR TOWN:

CODE

As the designeted State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
torth by the National Park Service, The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is: '

BLERYLA
I hereby certify that this property is included in the
Nationa! Register. crae bt

NS MY

Chief, Otfice of Archeology and Hiastoric Preservation

National X State (7] Local [
Date
Name
ATTEST:;
Dr. Edward P, Alexander, Chalrman
TitleVirginia Historic Landmarks Commigsl on
: Keeper of The National Register
Date

138

SNOLLONYLSNI

e _‘F.‘, i

oo iflaian



A\ _;,...J;L 1
rook Hill ;7 ===="="""5 * ran
] —halaai |
P .
==, S .n (L]
~ 3 Y}z AZAL - Aae “-. 2
agaggie®
.-q-.\‘\.'
3
Q
CE

A < RATCLIZNE
= 3 = E )
T
_ - A
W \
-
o
T S
5 o
* L Yunion Theo g\ Y

injpted ,,B \ B
v Y
<
3 < v - !
L N ol &
= [/ (=)
&,
Sl hiagd Far o x ) -
e 1
w
, 3
sl PARK L
- brihpide
k| ,
T . -
i g otchkis:
4 & At sodug g
arfl ,__‘___-'!g-_-‘_‘—“
4 8 betfy 1
- _ ol ;
b5 T 7,
A \v (& -
------- e * r \ -
i s - | 5
iy =
Wie g - IC:-J 4 ) &
|
Ly (]
b
[ < = 2 L. (]
-
g 3 ’ ‘ .
& LR N~
£ sﬂ'ls - 1&- ! . / CrandPits o ) \ AV

U.5.G.S. T4 quadrangle (Scale: 13:24000) = Q3 1

Library, Virginia Union University

Latitude- Longitude
37° 33% AAE Tro 27t OO"

.', R 4 y o v "_"-. l Cg‘_ .
RN v ’ % & % g
",‘ /\‘ 3 i % /\)‘\*( ¥ ‘:,’ % (5 y/ A5
! & 4R W St O &Y
R A 3 A i
."I et we rd o \-é). |
-, iopiagorss "8 3/ )%

J , f %S ) £ _ _ N
£ "’"-#:;;" . ¥ )8 NSNS " %W

L 2 gy o =

oy
*




