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As i t  is present ly  l a i d  out, the Virginia Union University Library, or 
Belgian Pavilion, l o  a latg*, romrwtut irrmgular U-rhapad at ructura .  
The south arm contains the l ib ra ry ,  while the north arm contains a 
gymnasium; the  two a r e  connected by a s e r i e s  o'f classrooms. In  the  
southwest corner of the U is a slender slate-faced campanile-like 
tower, one comer  of which is ornamented with glass  blocks while the tpp 
is crowned with a d i s t i n c t i v e  louvred lantern.  The tower is dedicated t o  
Robert L. Vann, a Pittsburgh publisher and alumnus of Virginia Union. 
A t  the  base of the  tower a r e  two bas r e l i e f  panels which represent cu l tu re  
and trades i n  the Belgian Congo. A th i rd ,  very long bas r e l i e f  panel 
on the south w a l l  of the  Library represents trade in  Belgium. The . 
sculptors  fo r  these panels were 0 .  Jaspers and H. Purrez. 

Most of t h i s  one-story, f l a t  roofed s t ruc tu re  is faced with red t i l e s  above 
a black s la te-faced water table.  The choice of materials  is symbolic 
of Belgian unity;  the  red t i l e s  a r e  a product of Flanders while the  
black s l a t e  comes from the Ardennes and the p l a t e  g lass  used i n  large 
arear throughout the  building are from the Walloon part of Belgium. The 
whole of the building, with i ts  clean l i ne s ,  geometrical patterned surfacea 
and geometrical massing, has an  aura of aus te re  formalism, one of the chief 
cha rac t e r i r t i c e  of the  Internat ional  Style. 
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The a r ch i t ec t s  f o r  the building were Victor Bourgeois and Leo St i jnen 
who worked under the  d i rec t ion  of Professor Henry van der Velde (1863-
1957). Van der ~ e l d e ,one of the most important twentieth-century 
a r ch i t ec t s ,  began a s  an exponent of the A r t  Noweau movement but l a t e r  
became a pioneer of modernism, and was the predecessor of Walter Gropiua 
a s  head of the i n f luen t i a l  Grand Ducal School of A r t  a t  Weimar, Germany, 
which l a t e r  became the Bauhaus. 

The building was erected with the idea of removing i t  t o  a Belgian 
univers i ty  following the  closing of the f a i r .  However, the outbreak 
of World War I1 put a h a l t  t o  t h i s  scheme, and the Belgian ambassador 
presented the building to  Virginia Union University i n  1941. The choice 
of Virginia Union was based largely  on the po ten t ia l  use the school 
could make of the 'pavil ion,  and the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of a good s i t e .  The 
building was then dismantled, the materials  shipped t o  Richmond, and 
reassembled on the  grounds of the school. I t s  corner stone was l a i d  
on June 9, 1941. 

Because of the reputat ion of i ts  a r ch i t ec t s ,  a s  well  a s  the qua l i ty  of 
i ts  design, the  former Belgian Pavil ion must be considered t o  possess 
in te rna t iona l  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  significance.  It stands a s  a monument i n  
America t o  the modernism of the t l i i r t i e s ,  o r  the  Internat ional  Style,  
a a  i t  came t o  be cal led.  It war t h i s  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  movement which s o  
la rge ly  ahaped the  a rch i tec ture  of the  prenent day. 



O'~ea1,William B . ,  Architecture & Virginia. New York: 1968. 
'bur Timea," Richmond m - D i s p a t c h  (January 25, 1942). 
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