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1. Name 

historic The Virginia (Preferred)  

and!or common 1 North F i f t h  S t r ee t  

2. Location 

street & number 1 North F i f t h  S t r ee t  W A n o t  for publication 

city, town Richmond N !  vicinity of 

state V i r ~ i n i a  code 5 1  county ( i n  c i t y )  code 760 

3. Classification 
~ ~-~ ~ ~ - 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
-district -public occupied -agriculture - museum 

building(s) private - unoccupied commercial - park 
-structure -both -work in progress - educational - private residence 
-site Public Acquisit ion cessible - entertainment - religious 
-object - in process aft yes: restricted -government - scientific 

-being considered - yes: unrestricted -industrial -transportation 
N /A - no -military - other: 

4. Owner of Pronertv 

name One North F i f t h  Associates ,  a  Virginia General Partnership 

street & number 1 North F i f t h  S t r ee t  

city, town Richmond NJ% vicinity of ( c i t y )  state Virginia 23219 

5, Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Richmond C i t y  I tal l  

street & number 900 East Broad S t r e e t  

city. town Kichraond state Virginia 23219 

6. Wenresentation in Existins Surveys 

title Downtown Richmond Survey has this property been determined eligible? yes -no XX 

date June 22. 198 1 -federal - state - county XX - local 

depository for survey records Virginia His to r ic  Landmarks Commission 

city, town Richmond state Virginia 23219 



7.  Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent - deteriorated - unaltered - Ax orlglnal slte 

- good - ruins B i t e r e d  -moved date N /A 
- falr - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The Virginia i s  a f ive -s to ry  b r i c k  building which e n t i r e l y  occupies i t s  
s i t e  i n  the  hear t  of downtown Richmond. The composition of the s t ruc tu re  
i s  c l a s s i c a l  wi th  the elevat ions divided i n t o  three  zones: a one-level 
base,  a three-story s h a f t ,  and a one-story cap. The corners a re  marked 
by br ick  quoins. Within the orderly framework there  i s  considerable 
var ie ty .  The Virginia was an office-apartment located i n  a h i s t o r i c  
r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhood. The exterio;- treatment i s  subt ly  varied to 
express the  funct ions wi th in  a s  wel l  as  surrounding conditions. The 
building i s  constructed of white b r i c k ,  wi th  limestone, granite ,  and pressed 
metal used f o r  decorat ive elements. 

The Virginia housed the  o f f i ce s  of - a  major insurance company and a number 
of apartments and profess ional  o f f i ce s .  The insurance o f f i c e  was located 
i n  the ru s t i ca t ed  base of the bui ld ing and was entered through a dramatic 
curved bay a t  the corner of 5 th  and Main S t r e e t s .  The bay i s  rus t i ca ted  
the f u l l  hdight of the  bui ld ing,  and the entrance i t s e l f  i s  made of r u s t i -  
cated columns i n  which f l u t e d  drums a l t e rna t e  with sculpted d r u x  , and i s  
crowned by a limestone r e l i e f  of the  Virginia S t a t e  s e a l .  The windows of 
the  f i rs t  f l o o r  a re  double-hung. 

The apartments and o f f i ce s  were entered through 5th  S t r ee t  through a 
simpler entrance. It uses the same motifs  but  replaces the sculpted 
r e l i e f  with a simple shallow pediment. The northern corner of the  building 
i s  marked by broad b r i c k  quoins which t u rn  the corner so t ha t  they can be 
seen from the adjacent Second Presbyterian Church yard. 

The Main S t r ee t  facade i s  subdivided by two ru s t i ca t ed  br ick  fea tu res  
which include th ree  small windows. These indicate  the  pos i t ion  of the 
bathrooms and ki tchens i n  the apartments. The top f l o o r  i s  t r e a t e d  as  
a deep cornice. The cornice and balustrade are  metal. The first.- f l o o r  
windows have ru s t i ca t ed  b r ick  jack arches ,  middle f loors  have limestone 
l i n t e l s ,  and the top f l o o r  has molded br ick  surrounds. There i s  no 
systematic subdivision i n to  bays i n  the building.  

The entrance lobby and s t a i r h a l l  remain l i t t l e  changed. The wrought i r o n  
and stone s t a i r  a r e  pa r t i cu l a r ly  notable.  The building had an Ot is  e levator  
when i t  was b u i l t  and an e levator  remains i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  loca t ion .  The 
i n t e r i o r s  of the  apartments have a l l  been converted i n to  o f f i c e s ,  but the  
subdivision i n t o  apartments can s t i l l  be noted. 

The ex te r io r  i s  unchanged except f o r  the i n s t a l l a t i o n  of aluminum entrances 
i n  the  1960s. Early photographs ind ica te  t h a t  the Virginia had awnings on 
the  Main s t r e e t  f ron t .  

(See Continuation Sheet No. 1) 
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8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- 1400-1499 - archeology-historic -conservation law - science 
- 1500-1599 -agriculture -economics - literature -sculpture 
- 1600-1699 Xarchitecture -education -military - social/ 
- 1700-1799 xx art 

-engineering - music humanitarian 
- 180~-1899 - commerce - explorationisettlement - philosophy -theater 
xx  1900- -communications -industry - politicsigovernment - transportation 

- invention . .  , .  . -other (specify) 

Specific dates 1906  BuilderiArchitect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Virginia was erec ted  in  1906 as the headquarters of Richmond's. second 
l a rges t  f i r e  insurance company. I n  addit ion,  t o  housing the  Virginia S t a t e  
Insurance Company, i t  accommodated high qua l i t y  apartments and professional  
o f f i ce s .  This combination of uses was unique i n  Richmond a t  tha t  time, 
and was never attempted again. Located. in  the  o ld  and pres t ig ious  5 th  
S t r e e t  r e s i d e n t i a l  area,  the  design of the  s t ruc tu re  was .careful ly  contrived 
t o  blend with the  commercial c h a r a c t e r  of 5th S t r ee t .  The s p l i t  nature , 

of the bui ld ing i s  sub t ly  expressed i n  the  res t ra ined  ye t  inventive t r e a t -  
ment of t h e  ex t e r io r .  While i t  i s  much newer and larger  than i t s  h i s t o r i c  
neighbors , ,  the  Virginia contr ibutes  e r ea t l y  t o  the  harmonious character  of 
the s t r e e t  which s t i l l  preserves and suggests the  ambience of the  19th 
century. ~. , 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

F i f t h  S t r ee t  was developed a t  the t u rn  of the  19th century a s l a  pres t ig ious  
r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t .  A t  t ha t  time a s e r i e s  of important houses were 
b u i l t  of which only the  Hancock Caskie House (1808-1810), one of the f i n e s t  
neo-c lass ica l  mansions i n  Virginia,  survives.  

This nucleus of f i n e  houses was augmented i n  the  1840s by the construct ion 
of a number of Greek Revival houses, namely t h e  present  Scott-Clarke (1841) 
and the Sa r r e t  houses. The s t r e e t ' s  only church, Second Presbyter ian ,  
was erected i n  1847 and was designed by the  noted Brooklyn a r ch i t ec t  Minard 
Lafever. This ,  the f i r s t  major example of t h e  Gothic Revival i n  Richmond, 
stands immediately adjacent  t o  the  Virginia.  

Fi&h S t r e e t  remained a preferred  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  throughout the l a t e r  
19th century. ( In  1890, Major Lewis Ginter  erected the  f i r s t  high qua l i ty  
apartment house i n  Richmond.) A Richmond guidebook of 1906 s t a t e d  "The 
apartment house fad has come to Richmond to  s t ay  and the City can now 
boast of severa l  very handsome f l a t s . "  

The Virginia S t a t e  1nsuranc6 Company was es tabl ished i n  1865 by businessmen 
who were ac t ive  'n. Richmond's post-war recovery. I n  1891, i t  had s ix ty -  
three  agents 'sca # te red  over Virginia and noted t h a t  i t s  business had 
doubled during t h e  preceding year.  In  1902-03, i t  was l a rger  than the 
Mutual Assurance Company. The president  of the company from 1902 onward 
was Judge George L. Chr is t ian ,  a co lor fu l  and prominent leader  i n  post-war 
Richmond. 

(See Continuation Sheet No. .I) 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

C h r i s t i a n ,  W. Asbury. Richmond, Her P a s t  and P r e s e n t .  Richmond: 
L .  H.  J e n k i n s ,  1912. 

(See Cont inua t ion  Sheet  No. 2) 

10. Geoclral~hical Data - m 

Acreage of nominated property ,133 
Quadrangle name Richmond Quadrangle sc ile 1 : 24000 
UTM References 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting " LWyJirth'ind I I ' 
Verbal boundary descript ion and just i f icat ion The p rope r ty  occupies  a c i t y  l o t  a t  t h e  no r th -  
e a s t  corner  of Main and 5 t h  S t r e e t s .  The s i t e  i s  54.29'  X 107 .37 ' .  The 
boundaries have been drawn t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  c i t y  l o t  o n  which t h e  b u i l d i n g  
i s  l o c a t e d .  
Lis t  a l l  s tates and count ies for propert ies overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N / A  code county N /A code 

state N / A  code county N /A code 

1 1. Form Prepared By . 
nameitit~e Robert P .  Winthrop 

organization Robert  Winthrop A r c h i t e c t  date November 2 ,  1982 

street & number 4 1 7  North Boulevard telephone 8041353-8828 

city or town Richmond state. . V i r g i n i a  23220 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national a. state -local 

AS the desianated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nomlnate thls property for Inclusion in the onal Reg~ster and certlfy that it has been e;aluated 
accordlna to the crlterla and procedures set forth by the Park Sewice. - 
State Historic Preservation Officer signature C\ 

H. ~ryk Mitchell, Ekecutive Director 
title Virginia Historic Landmarks C o ~ s s i ~ I I  date 

For NPS use only 
. . -. .. 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register . , . . . . -  ... . .  . . . 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
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7. bEScKIpT101q--Architectural Analysis 

The brickwork, which i s  one of the  most notable decorat ive fea tures  of 
the  Virginia ,  i s  rendered i n  low r e l i e f .  This permits bold and s t rong 
d e t a i l ,  l i k e  the r u s t i c a t i o n ,  quoins,  and the Greek key i n  the  cornice ,  
without d i s rup t ing  the bas ic  design coherence of the  s t ruc tu re .  

The combination of a  conventional design p a r t i  wi th  inventive d e t a i l  and 
a  f r ee  composition of elements i s  r a r e  i n  Class ica l  bui ld ings .  Facing a  
neo-c lass ica l  mansion of 1809 and adjacent  t o  a  Gothic Revival church, 
the  Virginia makes an a r ch i t ec tu ra l  contr ibut ion of i t s  own without 
d is rupt ing o r  in jur ing the q u a l i t i e s  of i t s  neighbors. 

8 .  SIGiEFIWICE- -His torical Background 

Born i n  1841, George Chr is t ian  was a t  one time president  of the Richmond 
Common Council, Richmond Chamber of Commerce, National Bank of Richmond, 
Virginia Trust Company, a s  well  as  the  insurance company. He was a  noted 
public  speaker. 

I n  1902, the Virginia Sta te  Company acquired a  house adjacent t o  Second 
Presbyterian to provide a  s i t e  f o r  t h e i r  new headquarters;  the  house was 
demolished. The new building was occupied i n  1 9 0 6 .  The a r ch i t ec t  i s  not 
known; the  contrac tor  was N .  W. Ancarrow, a  member of the  company's board 
and a  well-known bu i lder .  

The Virginia was the only o f f i c e  building i n  the c i t y  t o  include apartments. 
A l l  of the o ther  o f f i ces  i n  Richmond a t  t h i s  time were e n t i r e l y  devoted t o  
o f f i c e  or  r e t a i l  uses.  

It i s  poss ib le  t h a t  George Chr i s t i an ' s  long re la t ionsh ip  with the Second 
Presbyterian Church played a  r o l e  i n  t h i s  unusual arrangement. An Elder 
of the  Church, he had an i n t e r e s t  i n  maintaining the  r e s i d e n t i a l  character  
of the a r e a ,  and i n  crea t ing a  new bui ld ing which would harmoniously r e l a t e  
t o  h i s  h i s t o r i c  church. While subs t an t i a l l y  l a rger  than the church o r  the  
houses on t h e  s t r e e t ,  the s impl ic i ty  of the  Vi rg in ia ' s  massing and the  
r e t i c e n t  d e t a i l  keep i t  from competing with i t s  more a r ch i t ec tu ra l l y  
s i gn i f i can t  neighbors. 

The composition and de t a i l i ng  of the facades i s  o r ig ina l  and inventive.  
While the re  a re  an unusual number of i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  i n  the  facades,  they 
give the  facade a  v i t a l i t y  of ten  lacking i n  c l a s s i c a l  designs r a the r  than 
appearing disorder ly .  The designer of the  bui ld ing was able  t o  c rea te  
e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r en t  facades on Main and on 5 th  S t r e e t s  without discord.  

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 
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8. SIGIJIFICANCE--His torical  3ac1&round 

The f i r s t  r e s i d e n t s  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  1906 were t h e  managers o f  s e v e r a l  
b u s i n e s s e s ,  two d o c t o r s ,  two lawyers,  and a  d e n t i s t .  The doc to r s  were t h e  
f i r s t  of  many t o  e s t a b l i s h  o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a .  I n  1910, they  were 
permi t ted  t h e  use of t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  f l u c t u a t e  between r e s i d e n t i a l  and 
o f f i c e  use .  A f t e r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o f f i c e  
bu i ld ings  i n  t he  1920s,  t he  V i r g i n i a  became more pu re ly  r e s i d e n t i a l .  
The V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  Insurance  Company went o u t  of  bus ines s  i n  1914,  and 
t h e  V i r g i n i a  became a  r e n t a l  p rope r ty .  

The b u i l d i n g  i s  now used f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o f f i c e s  and no longer  accommodates 
apar tments .  The e x t e r i o r  of  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  has  been unchanged; t h e  i n t e r i o r  
i s  l i t t l e  changed; p a r t i t i o n s  have been added o r  removed, b u t  t h e  en t r ance  
h a l l  and s t a i rway  remain and t h e  b a s i c  s u b d i v i s i o n  i n t o  apar tments  can 
s t i l l  be seen.  

F i f t h  S t r e e t  today ,  w i th  i t s  mixture  of 1 9 t h  and ear ly -20 th-cen tury  
b u i l d i n g s ,  i s  a  p l e a s a n t ,  urban o a s i s  on t h e  edge of Richmond's h i g h - r i s e  
f i n a n c i a l  d i s t r i c t .  The handsome mass and i n t e r e s t i n g  d e t a i l  of t h e  
V i r g i n i a  a r e  an important  p a r t  of t h i s  d i s t r i c t .  The V i r g i n i a  i s  a  
handsome monument t o  t h e  i n v e n t i v e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t h i n k i n g  i n  t u rn -o f - the -  
cen tury  Richmond. 
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