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(abr idged  from HABS Data ) 

:+ : 
' ,  

-4 . - f?. ~~ESCRIPTION 
7 

The James Monroe Tomb is a r e c ~ t a n g u l a r  (approx 1 3 ' x  9 ' )  
I t  f 9 c a s t  i r o n  cage which c o r n e r s  t h e  s i m p l e  g r a n i t e  s a r c o p h a p h  

of James Monroe. I t  is e x e c u t e d  i n  t h e  flamboyant G o t h i c  
Rev iva l  S t y l e .  A l ance t -a rched  s c r ~ e e n  of t h e  C a t h e d r a l  
window t y p e  i s  used on a l l  f o u r  f a c a d e s  w i t h  two f l a n k i n g  
s u b o r d i n a t e  l a n c e t  n rches  i n c l u d e d  on t h e  two l o n g ' f m n t s .  
The c e n t r a l  a r c h  u s e s  a form of  rosce window t r a c e r y  a t  t h e  
t o p  wi th  t h r e e  round a rched  openingtb below. The s c r e e n  mot i f  
i s  f l a n k e d  by c o l o n e t t e s  a t  t h e  corlners which suppor t  s:nall 
t a b e r n a c l e s  r i s i n g  above t h e  f  acadcr8. The "roof" is a n  open 
t r a c e r y  o g i v a l  curve canopy. The tomb i s  placed on a  b l u f f  
over look ing  t h e  James River. A low s t o n e  w a l l ,  which rises 
I n  p l a c e s  na more t h a n  t w o - f e e t ,  i n c t i r c l e s  a  c i r c l e  around 
t h e  tonh .  The ~ L a n t i n g  i s  l i m i t e d  Ito g r a s s .  

CONDIT'ON 

I N T E G R I T Y  

( C h e c k  One) 

Excellent [XJ Good n Fair  Deterio,q+ed a Ruins a Unexposed -- - 
(Check  One) ( C h e c k  One) 

Altered Unaltered Moved Original Slte gl -- 
DES'$RIBE T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  (!f known) P H V S I C A L  APPEI(R&NCE 



?re-Columbion 16th Century 18th Century C] 23th Century 

15th Century 17th Century 19th Century a 
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I H i s t o i i c  1; l l n d u s ~ r y  i loaophy [3 
Agmculturo I: 1 Invention r. 1 S.cience n 
Art 1.7 S,culpturo C1 
Commorcm 1.. 1 Architocturo m S,ociol/Humon- 

Communications : j Literature n i tarion Cl 
Conservotion C] Militory 0 l 'heater  
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  (Include Persmegea,  Detes. El.-mta, Etc.)  

NATIOb!AL PIISTGZIC UNDMARK 
.- .. ., 

1 D e s i g n i n g  tombs 'and monumenlts f o r  t h e  powerfu l  and famous  

1 h a s  produced some o f  t h e  w o r l d s  most  o u t s t a n d i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
and h a s  been a  c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e  vror lds  most o u t s t a n d i n g  a r c h i s  
t e c t s .  The list r u n s  from t h e  g r a n d e u r  o f  t h e  p y r a m i d e s  and 
t h e  T a j  Mahal t o t b e  more modest  Wainwright  tomb by L o u i s  - 

1 S u l l i v a n .  In. t h e  s t u d y  o f  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  American a r c h i t e c t u r e  
1 t h e  James Monroe Tomb i n  Hollywoc?d Cemetery ,  Richmond, V i r g i n i a  

1 o c c u p i e s  an  i m p o r t a n t  p l a c e  n o t  Ipecause o f  i t s  s t y l e  which i s  
G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  and n o t  b e c a u s e  o:f i t s  a r c h i t e c t ,  A l b e r t  Lybrock  

I b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  m a t e r i a l .  The James hlonroe tomb i s  made of 

i c a s t  i r o n ,  c a s t  by t h e  f i r m  o f  Wood and P e r o t  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  
and e r e c t e d  i n  1859 .  The d e l i c a l t e  and f lamboyant  open G o t h i c  

I t r a c e r y .  o f  t h e  d e s i g n  was poss ib ! io  t b  a c h i e v e  i n  c a s t  i r o n  i n  
I an  o u t d o o r s  tomb, i n  a  manner n o t  p o s s i b l e  a t  t h i s  s c a l e  i n  
! s t o n e .  Though t h e  James Monroe 'lromb is a  s m a l l  s c a l e  m a s t e r -  
I 
1 p i e c e  o f  c a s t  i r o n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  ! i t  d i d  n o t  l e a v e  t h e  f a r  r e a c h i n g  
: s t r u c t u r a l  o r  s t y l i s t i c  i n f l u e n c ~ e  o f  o t h e r  c a s t  i r o n  a c h i e v e m e n t s  
1 s u c h  as t h e  dome of  t h e  Un i t ed  S , t a t e s  C a p i t o l  i n  Washington ,  D.C. 

HISTORlP (Abr idged from HABS Da ta )  

James hlonroe, f i f t h  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  d i e d  i n  
New York C i t y  o n  J u l y  4 ,  1 8 3 1 ,  and was b u r i e d  i n  t h e  New York C i t y  
M a r b l e  Cemetery .  I n  1856 p l a n s  were proposed  t o  e r e c t  a  monument 
i n  memory of t h e  l a t e  P r e s i d e n t  i n  New York .  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  G o v e r n o r  
Henry A.  Wise r e c e l v e d  a  l e t t e r  From t h e  Governor of  New York 
i n q u i r i n g  i f  Virginia, b i r t h p l a c e  o f  Monroe, wished t o  have  t h e  

i body r e i n t e r r e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  mwo thousand  d o l l a r s  was v o t e d  by t h e  

V i r g i n l a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  and t h e  body of  Monroe was r e t u r n e d  on 
t h e  s t e a m s h i p  "~ames town" ,  o n  lo 'an  from t h e  V i r g i n i a  S t e a m s h i p  
Company, accompanied by t h e  S e v e ~ n t h  Regiment from N e w  York .  I m p r e s -  

s i v e  ce remon ies  were h e l d  i n  Riclhmond, h i g h l i g h t e d  by s p e e c h e s  f r o m  
t h e  Governors  o f  N e w  York and V i r g i n i a  c a l l i r g  f o r  n a t i o n a l  u n i t y .  
The  r e c o r d s  o f  Hollywood Cemetery were  burned i n  1865,  and a s  a 

r e s u l t  t h e r e  a r e  no s p e c i f i c  r e c o r d s  o f  Monroe 's  b u r i a l  p l a c e  and 
t h e  monument. 



.- , i i i s t o r i c  American B u i l d i n g s  Survey,  (HABS, L i b r a r y  of  Congress ,  1969) 
I 

- .-- 

f I  Wi l l iam hI. E. Raschal l ,  P r e s i d e n t  Monroe's Relturn t o  v i r g i n i a U ,  
V i r g i n i a  Cava lcade ,  Vol. 3 ,  N o .  I (Summer, J953). 

- - .  9. MAJOR BlBLlOGRAPHlCAL REFERENCES 

( ~ i l l i a m  B. Of Nea l ,  A r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  (:Yew York, 1568) 
I 
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11 FORM PREPARED B Y  JNIULiI T L E :  

\V. R .  lllorton 111, A r c h i t e c t  
O R G A N I Z A T ' o N  D i v i s i o n  of H i s t o r y ,  O f f i c e  of Archeology and 
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Z 
C/, 
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in  t he  National Regis te r  and cert ify that it h a s  been 

evaluated a c c o r d ~ n g  to t h e  cri teria and procedures s e t  

S T A T E  

12. STATE LIAISON O F F I C E R  CERTlFlCA I ION 
. .. . ., 

As the des ignated  State'1,iaison Officer  for the  Na- 

t ional  I l is toric Preserva t ion  Act of 1966 (Pub l i c  I>aw 

59-GG5). I hereby nominate t h i s  property for inclusion 

C O D E  

NATllDNAL REGISTER VERtFICATIOff 

I herebv ceritify that th i s  property i s  included i n  the  

Re'gister' 

I i 

forth by the  X a t ~ o n a l  P a r k  Service.  The  recommended 

leve l  of s i g n ~ f ~ c a n c e  of this  nomination is: 

Na t~ona l  U Sta te  Local  

Chief, Of f i c e  of  Archeology a n d  I i i s tor ic  Preserva t ion  

Narne 

T i t l e  

Date 

ATTEST: 

Keepe r  of  T h e  N a t ~ o n a l  Reg i s t e r  

* A" - .. 
D a t e  b a t e  
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I (Numbdr  all  entrle8) 

James Monroe Tomb 

8 .  Sta tement  o f  S i g n i f i c a n c e  (1 )  

The c a s t  i r o n  tc:;ib was e r e c t e d  i i n  1859.  It was des igned  
by an A l s a t i a n  a r c h i t e c t ,  A l b e r t  Lybrock, who had l i v e d  i n  
Richmond s i n c e  1552.  The tomb w a s  ca16t by t h e  f i r m  of  Wood and 
Pero t  of P h i l a d e l p h i a  at  a  c o s t  of $ 1 , 6 8 2 .  



James Monroe's Tomb (1858) File no. 127-221 
Hollyw/ood Cemetery, 412 South Cherry Street 
Virgini s exhibited a tremendous resurgence of pride in thqir revolutionary-era statesmen 
during e mid-nineteenth century. The 1 850's wtinessed thle planning and construction of 
a monwent to George Washington and other revolutionary heroes in Capitol Square, and 
movements to obtain and preserve Washington's Pope Creelr brith site, and Mount Vernon 
were unkrtaken. The reentombment of Monroe by the Statq of Virginia in Hollywood 
cemeteq was a part of this patriotic nostalgia. Originally, V~irginians had envisioned shrine 
to the t@ee presidents there, Jefferson, Monroe and Madisoqi, but it was not to the families 
wishes.Il3 

had been living with his daughter due to frail Iiealth, died and was buried in 
idea to pay tribute to Jqnes Monroe in 1858, the 

birth, came from a native Virg4nian residing in New York 
suggested to City officials that )New York city erect a 

president. Before proceeding furth(pr, Jones wrote Virginia 
1858 to determine if the qornmonwealth had any plan to 

Governor Wise of Virginia quiclfly decided to make plans for 
honorin$ the former Virginian statesman.14 

6, 1858 the General Assembly passed a resolution qppropriating to the governor 
dollars for the removal of the remains of Jamel; Momoe from the public 

burying ground in New York City to Hollywood Cemetery iln Richmond, and for his 
intemedt there. The family approved of the request, and Joqles and New York City 
officials graciously acceded to Virginia's wishes. Monroe's lbody was moved to this final 
resting place upon the centennial of his birth in 1858, a coop~ative effort by citizens of 
New Yark and Virginia.15 

After thq reburial ceremonies, Governor Wise considered tha: design for the tomb. He 
selected a Gothic Revival based on tomb designs found in European cathedrals by Albert 
Lybrocq, an Alsatian living in Richmond. He commissioned[ the Philadelphia company of 
Wood a$d Perot, the low bidder, to execute the cast-iron strurcture. The tomb was 
assemblM by Asa Snyder, a Richmond ironworker. The twa:lve-foot tall structure was 
erected i(n Hollywood Cemetery late in 1859.16 

The cast iron tomb of James Monroe is the most notable worlk of Richmond architect Albert 
Lybroc d , who is also attributed with the design of Morson's Row dicussed above. The 
architecqhal rendering of this tomb was made by the German1 architect Oswald Heinrich, 
who taubht architectural drawing in Richmond in the mid-nineteenth century. 17 

The Toqb of President James Monroe is the centerpiece of lohn Notrnan's picturesque 
landscap design for Hollywood Cemetery, and is sited on top of the tallest hill of the 

13Mary H. Mitchell, Hollywood Cemetery: The History of a Southern Shrine. 
(Richmolnd: Virginia State Library, 1985): p. 35-36. 
14Mitch/Al, p. 35-36. 
15Mitch@ll, p. 35-36. 
16Roberr P. Winthrop, Architecture in Downtown Richmond, Richmond, 
Historic Richmond Foundation, 1982, p. 18. 
l7Rober't P. Winthrop, Architecture in Downtown Richmond, Richmond, 
Historic Richmond Foundation, 1982, p. 18. 



gently rolling landscape, overlooking the James River, with Richmond in the distance. 
Originally, Virginians had envisioned shrine to the three prt~sidents there, Jefferson, 
Monroe and Madison, but the families did not wish it. The ltomb is a tour de force of 
Gothic Revival design and cast iron artisanship. A simple g p i t e  sarcophagus is enlosed 
by a cast iron screen based on Gothic window tracery, smlounted by an ogee dome of 
delicate iron open work. The tomb is rectangular, anchored on each of its comers with a 
column carrying an aedicule on top of a plinth. The wider ellevations have tripartite iron 
window tracery screens, while the narrower, end elevations have single window tracery 
screens. A balustrade crowns the tomb, and the ogee domerises behind it, and is topped 
by a fmial. The Monroe tomb stands out as the only Gothic ~evival  monument within a 
landscape overwhelmingly made up of fashionable late nine~leeth century classical obelisks. 

Hollywood Cemetery was the first private cemetery in Richpond. The site was purchased 
by 25 gentlemen and a stock company was formed on A U ~ U I S ~  3, 1847. Strongly objected 
to at first, it became popular after 1856. Originally named hldt. Vernon, it was renamed 
Hollywood Cemetery in 1848 because of the admiration Johl~n Notman, its architect, had for 
its holly trees. Notman, a Scotsman trained in Edinburgh, h@ settled in Philadelphia in 
1834 and had worked on Laurel Hill Cemetery there in 18361. At Hollywood he utilized the 
magnificent site to achieve a great variety of views with his ]planning of the roads, which 
follow the contours of the hilly land wherever possible, in anr effort to achieve the romantic 
picturesque effects so popular at the time. Notrnan's cemeteiry, with its views over the city, 
its elaborate iron fences, its winding roads, its lush foliage and its monuments is one of the 
best of the designs of the picturesque school left in the Com~rnon~ealth.~8 

James Monroe's Tomb is on the Virginia Landmarks Registe~r, and the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Published Sources 

Calder Loth, ed. The Virginia Landmarks Register. Charlottesville: University Press of 
Virginia, 1986. 

William B. O'Neal. Architecture in Virginia. New York: Wfaker & Company, Inc., 1968. 

Robert P. Winthrop. Architecture in Downtown Richmond. Richmond: Historic 
Richmond Foundation, 1982. 

Mary H. Mitchell. Hollywood Cemetery: The History of a S~outhern Shrine. Richmond: 
The Virginia State Library, 1985. 

1 8 ~ i l l i a m  B. O'Neal, Architecture in Virginia, p. 33. 
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