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D E S C R l s E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G 1 N A L  ( I f  known) P W Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

'fir~~uglio r i g i l ~ a l l yan e l l - shaped Grccii Revival house, the IIenry 
Coalccr  i ioi~sc has  bcco added t o  i n  subsequent years  u n t i l  i t  now p resen t s  a  

I 
mixture of Creek and l a t e r  njnetcent l l  cen tu ry  r e v i v a l  s t y l e s .  

From c l ~ e  f r o n t ,  the  i ~ o u s e  is composed of a l a r g e  c e n t r a l  
s e c t i o n  wiih two-story p o r t i c o ,  flailked by two sma l l e r  wings. The p o r t i c o  
is  rlio n~os t  re~ii:lrkahlc f c a r t ~ r e  of the house f o r  i t  i s  supported by four  
coliinins wi Lli "l':gypti.aii" l o t u s  flower c a p i t a l s ,  wliicl~ bear  a  s t r o n g  rcsem-
blance t o  une p i c tu red  i n  P l a t e  11 of Xinard La feve r ' s  1835 e d i t i o n  of & 
Beauties  Modern Arc l~i tecLurc .  There is no pediment on the  p o r t i c o .  

J u s t  below the  second f l o o r  windows of t h i s  c e n t r a l  po r t ion  is 
a balcoiiy wi th  a n  e l a b o r a t e  f l o r a l - p a t t e r n e d  i r o n  r a i l i n g ,  thought t o  have 
been added about  1880. Tile double en t r ance  door i n  the  bottom l e f t -hand  
co rne r  of t h e  facade con ta ins  e a r l y  etched g l a s s  panels  and i r o n  ga te s .  
The f i v e ,  l a r g c ,  one-over-one double hung windows have f l a t  s tone  l i n t e l s ,  
now painted l i g h t  grey t o  match the  r e s c  of t h e  house, and b lack  s tone  s i l l s  

Tiicre a r e  two window u n i t s  i n  each of the two-story wings t o  
e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  c e n t r a l  s e c t i o n  of the  facade.  The o r i g i n a l  f i r s t  f l o o r  
windows were rep laced  l a t e r  i n  t h e  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  by t r i p l e  bays,  
decora ted  wi th  p i l a s t e r s  and a d e n t i l  mo\ilding. The second f l o o r  windows 
a r e  double-arched u n i t s ,  crowned by two s c r o l l - l i k e  ornaments ending i n  a 
c e n t r a l  bonnet w i th  a  r o s e t t e .  'Illis des ign  i s  l e s s  e l a b o r a t e ,  but  s i m i l a r  
i n  f e e l i n g  t o  t h a t  found i n  ~ i n a r d  Lafever ' s  P l a t e  1 of Tnf Beauties  of 
Modern Arch i t ec tu re  (1835 e d i t i o n ) .  

The whole en t r ance  facade is b r i c k  veneer  wi th  t h i n  j o i n t s  and1 
is crowned by a d e n t i l e d  co rn ice .  The meta l  roof i s  n o t  v i s i b l e .  1 

There a r e  twenty windows on t h e  southwest facade of che Cabel l  
house, a l l  a r e  double-hung one-over-one, and a l l  bu t  four  have s h u t t e r s .  
Eight  windows a r e  p a r t  of the  o r i g i n a l  house whi le  t h e  o t h e r  twelve belong 
to  t:.e l a t e r  1948 a d d i t i o n .  Tine f i r s t  f l o o r  windows a r e  l a r g e r  than the  
basemen: and second s t o r y  windows, which a r e  the  same s i z e .  A l l  bu t  two of  
chd o r l g i n a l  windows I-,ave f l a t  s tone  l i n t e l s  and s i l l s  wi th  whl te  frames 
whi le  t h e  wing windows have b r i c k  s i l l s ,  no l i n t e l s ,  and whi te  frames. i 

I n  the  back of  the  bu i ld ing  ( t h e  northwest  f acade ) ,  a  remnant 
of t h e  o r i g i n a l  k i t c h e n  wing i s  v i s i b l e  'o t h e  l e f t  of t h e  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n .  

Two windows have been bricked up i n  the  o l d e r  po r t ion ,  whi le  a door and one 
snwl l  window above i t  s t i l l  e x i s t .  

lllc back of tlic new wing lias two "p ic tu re"  windows on the f i r s  
and second f l o o r  l e v e l s ,  a l a r g e  c e n t r a l  door of "modern" design w i L 1 1  i r on  
work around i t ,  and o t h e r  va r ious - s i zed  windows, one wi th  shatters. A 1 1  
a r e  framed i n  whi te  wi th  b r i c k  s i l l s  and a r e  double-hung one-ovcr-one. Tile 
brickwork is  fi.vc course  Arncrican bond, and t h e  co rn ice  is continued.  
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T l ~ c  n o r t h c a s t  f a c a d e  now o v e r l o o k s  a p a r k i n g  l o t .  111e 
win>; oi l ~ l i emain body of t l ie  holise is j o i n e d  by a small b r i c k  s e c t i o n  t o  what  
i s i i 1 t i i ~ l l .  ?Ile Lwil w i l l d ~ \ ~ s  ill t h e  wing s t ill r c  ta i l1  t h e i r  
f l a t  sl.one l i n t e l s  a n d  s i l l s .  LJhile two windows i n  t h e  l i i t c l ~ e n  wing have b re i  
briclicrl op .  tile o t h e r  windows appeal-  t o  have undergone changes  s i n c e  some a r e  
d o u b l e  ]lung s i x - o v e r - s i x ,  as opposcd t o  b c i n g  one-over-one l i k e  t h e i r  e a r l i e r  
c o u n t e r p a r t s .  Tile c o n n e c t i n g  a d d i t i o n  h a s  two windows and a c o r n i c e  t h a t  i s  
d i m i n i s h e d  i n  compar ison t o  t h o s e  oE t h e  s e c t i o n s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of  i t .  ?he 
wing o f  tlic main house  i s  b r i c k  v e n e e r  w i t h  l i n e  j o i n t s ,  w h i l e  t h e  f i v e  c o u r s e  
t1111erican bond o f  t h e  s m a l l ,  c e n t r a l  s e c t i o n  forms a t r a n s i t i o n  t o  t h e  more 
i r r e g u l a r  n i n e ,  t e n ,  and e l e v e n  c o u r s e  American bonding i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  wing.  

Nothing remains  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  C o a l t e r  
C a b e l l  house .  When t h e  wing was added i n  1948,  t h e  i n s i d e  o f  t h e  house  was 
t o t a l l y  removed and r e p l a c e d  w i t h  new p a r t i t i o n s ,  c o n v e n i e n c e s ,  and f u r n i s h i n g s 1  
According t o  Miss Mary W i n g f i e l d  S c o t t ,  a n o t e d  a u t h o r i t y  on Richmond a r c h i t e c -  
t u r e ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  t r i m  l a c k e d  t h e  r e f i n e m e n t  o f  t h a t  i n  houses  b u i l t  
i n  Richmond i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  She s a y s  t h a t  a  need f o r  economy on t h e  p a r t  o f  
t h e  owner may h a v e  c a u s e d  t h e  work t o  be c a r r i e d  o u t  by a l e s s - s k i l l e d  
c o n t r a c t o r .  i 
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iiENRY COALTEK Cb\llELI, IIOUSE- S ign i f i cance  I 
Though the  house a t  116 South Third bears  t h e  name of Henry 

Coa l t e r  Cabe l l ,  i t  was a c t u a l l y  b u i l t  by William 0 .  George i n  1847 and 
rented  by M r .  Cabel l  f o r  t h r e e  decades dur ing  t h e  1850's .  Following 
Colonel C a b e l l ' s  d e a t h ,  t h e  house went t o  John C. S p o t t s ,  a  wholesale  
g roce r ,  who added the  p resen t  bay windows on the  lower f l o o r .  Af t e r  M r .  
S p o t t s ,  the  house was owned by the John S. E l l e t t s .  From 1923-1924, i t  
s d ~ v e da s  the o f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  Department of  Education. I n  1938, the 
Universal  L i f e  Insurance Co. bought the  house and adapted the  i n t e r i o r  f o r  
i t s  o f f i c e s .  'Illis f i rm was the  f i r s t  t o  u t i l i z e  a n  h i s t o r i c  house f o r  
i t s  headquar te rs  without  d i s f i g u r i n g  changes. Shor t ly  a f t e r w a r d s ,  
Universal  came under the  ausp ices  of  the  A t l a n t i c  L i f e  Insurance Co. which 
executed an ex tens ive  remodelling program i n  1947-1948. The i n t e r i o r  
was completely razed ,  and a two-story wing was added i n  the e l l  between 
the  main house and t h e  k i tchen .  The Vi rg in i a  Education Associa t ion  has 
owned and occupied t h e  house s i n c e  1951. P r i o r  t o  i t s  Centennial  
c e l e b r a t i o n  i n  1963, t h e  V.E.A.  redecora ted  i t s  o f f i c e s ,  and then i n  1967-
1968, new h e a t i n g  and a i r  cond i t ion ing  f a c i l i t i e s  were i n s t a l l e d ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  an e l e v a t o r .  

The most d i s t ingu i shed  r e s i d e n t  of 116 South Third was 
Henry Coa l t e r  Cabe l l ,  son o f  Governor William H. Cabe l l ,  and a Confederate 
v e t e r a n  and l ead ing  member of t h e  Richmond Bar. 

The Cabel l  House is important among Richmond's a rc l i i t ec t i i r a l  
landmarks. I . ts  "Egyptian" p o r t i c o  is the  onlp  onc of i t s  s t y l e  i n  the, 

c i t y  with tlic except jon  of  those on the "1:gyptian 13uilding" of tile >lcdical  
Collcgc of V i rg in i a .  111e liorlse i s  a l s o  s o l c  su rv ivor  of s e v e r a l  blocks 
of d i s t ingu i shed  11ouscs t h a t  made Gamble's l i i l l  one of Richmond's most 

i 
fash ionable  neighborhoods i n  the l a t e  n ine teen th  century .  The saving  of  
the Cabe l l  11ouse through i t s  adap ta t ion  t o  bus iness  use s e t  an important  
example f o r  p re se rva t ion  i n  Richmond. 
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