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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
I'he Pace-King I-louse i s  a  prodigious I t a l i a n a t e  mansion loca ted  i n  the  h e a r t  of Shockoe 
Val ley ,  Richmond's o l d e s t  neighborhood. It c o n s t i t u t e s  a  p r inc ipa l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e l e -  . 
ment i n  the  c l u s t e r  of  o l d  bui ld ings  surrounding t h e  eighteenth-century Adam Craig nouse, 
one .of  the  c i t y ' s  o l d e s t  remaining druellings. Though t h e  ar'ea i s  now a  slumj t h e  Pace- 
King House s t ands  a s  evidence t h a t  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i v e  d i s t r i c t ,  i n  s p i t e  of i t s  inc reas ing  
commercial and i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y ,  was y e t ' a  r e ~ ~ e c t a b l e ' a d d r e s s  'on t h e  eve of t h e  
War BeLween t h e  S t a t e s .  

The massive, two-story house has a  facade length  of for ty- four  f e e t  and an ove r -a l l  
depth of approximately f i f t y - s i x  f e e t .  Crowning t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  a  deep (approximately 
f o u r  f e e t ) ,  r i c h l y  d e t a i l e d  bracketed co rn ice  which s h i e l d s  from view t h e  shal low hipped 
r o o f ,  P ro jec t ing  from t h e  roof a r e  f o u r . e x t e r i o r e n d  chimneys. The most s t r i k i n g  f ea -  
t u r e  of t h e  three-bay facade is a  splendid one-story,  c a s t - i r o n  porch, probably t h e  most 
e l a b o r a t e  example of  i t s  type  i n  The c i t y .  Each bay of  t h e  porch is  composed of a 'wide  

. cen te r  a rch  wi th  narrow f l ank ing  arches ,  a l l  supported on s lender  f o l i a t e d  columns, The 
cen te r  bay p r o j e c t s  t h r e e  f e e t .  The spandre ls  a re  f i l l e d  with open-work s c r o l l i n g  and 
t h e  eaves a r e  ornamented wi th  hanging, n a t u r a l i s t i c  mot i f s .  Though much of t h e  r a i l i n g  
un fo r tuna te ly  has been removed, enough s u r v i v e s  t o  reproduce t h e  missing sec t ions .  It 
o r i g i n a l l y - w a s  composed of  a  s e r i e s  of symmetrical wreaths f lanked by f o l i a t e d  branches. 
The porch i s  supported on white  marble s i l l s  which i n  tu rn  s t and  on s l ende r ,  square 
marble pos ts .  Marble i s  a l s o  used f o r  the  f r o n t  s t e p s ,  the  f r o n t  walk,.and t h e  molded 
w a t e r t a b l e .  Complementing the porch is a  f i n e  ironwork fence enc los ing  the  f r o n t  yard. 

;Cas t - i ron  g r i l l e s  i n  a  Gothic p a t t e r n  a r e  used t o  secure  the  basement 's s i d e  windows, 

.The wa l l s  of t h e  house a r e  veneered wi th  pressed br ick .  The f r o n t  windows a r e  c r ~ w n e d  .. 
b y  sin!ple molded l i n t e l s ;  t h e  type of s tone  i s  y e t  t o  be de tec ted .  The s i d e  windows 
have unornamented g r a n i t e  s i l l s  and l i n t e l s .  The s i l l s  of t h e  formerly f loo r - l eng th  
f i r s t - f l o o r  f r o n t  windows have been r a i s e d ,  hawever t h e  remaining windows have not  been 
a l t e r e d ,  and most of t h e  e a r l y  sash  i s  i n t a c t .  Two l a t e r  windows have been i n s e r t e d  
i n  t h e  house's south  s ide .  Across a l l  but  t h e  southeas t  corner  of t h e  r e a r  (where 
t h e r e  i s  a s e r v i c e  room on each l e v e l )  i s  a  two-level p o r t i c o  t y p i c a l  of ante-bellum 
Richmond townhouses.  he' p o r t i c o  has been bricked up i n  t h i s  century, but  i t s  t a l l  
square  pos ts  and ba lus t r ade  surv ive  behind t h e  l a t e r  wal l .  

Behind t h e  house is  one of t h e  c i t y ' s  more p ic turesque  brick-paved s e r v i c e  c o u r t s ,  On 
the  c o u r t ' s  no r th  s i d e  is  a  b r i c k ,  two-story s e r v a n t s '  house f ronted  by a  two-level 
g a l l e r y .  Across the back of t h e  cour t  i s  a  b r i ck  s t r u c t u r e  which incorpora tes  t h e  o r i g -  
i n a l  k i t chen  and s t a b l e  ou tbu i ld ings ,  The cu r ren t  propor t ion  of thj.s bui ld ing  r e s u l t  
froni an a l t e r a t i o n  and enlargement of t h e  l a t t e r  two s t r u c t u r e s  f o r  conversion i n t o  an 
ice-making works. Between t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  and t h e  s e r v a n t s '  house i s  a- g r a n i t e  s t a i r  
leading  up t o  a  door i n  t h e  r e a r  garden wall  which opens onto a  cobbled a l l e y .  

,?he i n t e r i o r  of the  Pace-King FIoiouse i.s en tered  through a  recessed doorway framed by 
an e l a b o r a t e  f r o n t i s p i e c e  cosls is t ing o f  a  corn ice  supported by s c r o l l e d  consoles ,  The. 
spandre ls  a r e  r i c h l y  carved with f o l i a t e d  ornament. The f i r s t - f l o o r  p lan  inc ludes  a  
c e n t e r  h a l l  extending t h e  depth of t h e  house wi th  a  r e l a t i v e l y  p l a i n  s t a i r  ascending 
a g a i n s t  t h e  no r th  wal l .  Although the  o r i g i n a l  plan of t h e  r e s t  of t h e  housc i s  d e t e c t -  
a b l e ,  i t  was much changed by t h c  shi . f t ing of p a r t i t i o n s  when t h e  house was converted 
i n t o  teneiuents. The whole a rea  on t h e  no r th  s i d e  of t h e  h a l l  o r i g i n a l l y  was one l a r g e  
room, of r a t h e r  grandiose s c a l e ,  heated by two f i r e p l a c e s .  South of  t h e  hall .  were two 

(See cont inuat ion  shee t  81) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Pace-King House surv ives  as  a r a r e  example of the  grand mansions e rec t ed  i n  Southern 
c i t i e s  on t h e  eve of  the  War Between t h e  S t a t e s ,  Completed i n  1860, i t  r ep resen t s  a 
f i n a l  express ion  of t a s t e  i n  domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e  before  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  of t h e  Old 
South. Of p a r t i c u l a r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e r e s t  is i t s  f e s t i v e  c a s t - i r o n  porch which ranks 
among t h e  most outs tanding  examples of t h i s  a r t  form i n  a c i t y  famous f o r  i t s  ironwork. 
The house i s  a l s o  a key element i.n the  c l u s t e r  of o l d  bui ld ings  surrounding t h e  l a t e  
e ighteenth-century  Adam Craig House, one of t h e  e a r l i e s t  remaining dwell ings i n  V i r g i n i a ' s  
c a p i t a l .  This group of  houses forms t h e  nucleus of Shockoe Valley,  Riclmond's o l d e s t  
neighborhood, t h e  a rea  l a i d  o f f  by William Byrd, founder of t h e  c i t y ,  i n  1737. 

I I i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h e  Pace-King House i s  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  many p e r s o n a l i t i e s  prominent i n  
Richmond's commerce and government. The dwelling was erec ted  i n  1860 (on t h e  s i t e  of 
an e a r l y  frame house) as  t h e  residence of Charles B, H i l l ,  an a c t i v e  member of t h e  l o c a l  
Democratic p a r t y  and a long-time alderman of the  o ld  Je f f e r son  Ward. A descendant of 
Col. Humphrey H i l l  of King and Queen County, Charles H i l l  made h i s  l i v i n g  a s  an auc t ioneer .  
His house s t ands  a s  a measure of h i s  profess ional  success,  a s  i t  was i n i t i a l l y  valued 
a t  $20,000.00, a cons iderable  sum f o r  i t s  time. 
. . 

1 : I l i l l  un fo r tuna te ly  d i d  not  long enjoy h i s  new home, f o r  by 1862, he was dead, and h i s  
: proper ty  had been acquired from h i s  e s t a t e  by P h i l i p  I<. White, who formerly had r e s ided  
i o n  Church H i l l  i n  t h e  impressive townhouse now known as  the  White-Taylor House. A l a t e  

n h e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  newspaper account s t a t e d  t h a t  f o r  a t ime t h e  Pace-King lIouse was l i v e d  
i n  by Charles G. Memminger, Sec re t a ry  of t h e  Confederate Treasury. Confederate a rch ives  
do not  l i s t  t h e  house as  one of  Memminger's o f f i c i a l  addresses;  thus i t  may be t h a t  he 
was a gues t  of ' i t he r  M r .  Hill o r  M r .  White u n t i l  he found more permanent q u a r t e r s .  The 
accouilt a l s o  repor ted  t h a t  i n  t h e  house ". . . some of t h e  f i n e s t  en ter ta inments  were 
g iven  and most b r i l l i a n t  recept ions  held t h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  b r i e f  but  b r i l l i a ' n t  days 
of 'Dixie '" .  With a recept ion  room near1.y f o r t y  f e e t  i n  length ,  t h e  house was w e l l  
equipped t o  provide an appropr i a t e  s e t t i n g  f o r  such funct ions .  

P h i l i p  K. White d i e d  i n  1865, and t h e  property was s o l d  a t  auc t ion  t o  James B. Pace, a 
prominent Richmond businessman. Pace owned and operated t h e  J. B. Pace Tobacco Company 
wl~ose,. f a c t o r y  was loca ted  nearby on North Twenty-Second , S t r e e t ,  Pace a l s o  se rved  a s  a 
p re s iden t  of t h e  P l a n t e r s  National  Bank and was one of the  founders of t h e  Virgi t l ia  l ' rus t  
Company. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  busi.ness a c t i v i t i e s ,  he served as  t h e  Richmond Ci ty  Treasurer  
from 1905 u n t i l  h i s  death i n  1920. 

Pace l i v e d  i n  t h e  house u n t i l  1881 when he s o l d  i t  t o  Mrs. Jane King. Mrs. King was an 
e n t e r p r i s i n g  woman; she  ran a f u e l  company and a w l ~ o l r s a l e  and r e t a i l  i c e  company founded 
by h e r  l a t e  husband i n  1856. It was during her  ownership t h a t  two of t h e  dwe l l ing ' s  ou t -  

bu i ld ings  were en ls rgcd  f o r  use i n  t h e  i c e  business. Mrs. ~ h g ' s  company was 110 ~ n l a % l  
(See  cont inuat ion  shee t  i i 2 )  
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DESCRIPTION 

rooms of  s i m i l a r  proport ions.  The second-floor p lan  cons is ted  of f o u r  n e a r l y  equal -  
s i z e  rooms i n  each corner  with a  small  room a t  t h e  f r o n t  end of t h e  h a l l .  

The decora t ive  t r i m  of t h e  house i s  r e l a t i v e l y  simple, cons i s t ing  of  s tandard  millwork 
of t h e  period.  A l l  but  two of the  o r i g i n a l  mantels  have been removed, t h e  remaining 
ones a r e  i n  a  s imple Gothic s t y l e .  The c e i l i n g s  a r e  surrounded by molded p l a s t e r  
corn ices .  What decora t ive  e f f e c t  t h e . f i r s t - f l o o r  recepEion rooms.possessed was 
achieved through t h e  use  of s t e n c i l i n g .  Por t ions  of t h i s  except ional ly  e l a b o r a t e  s t e n -  
c i l i n g  scheme su rv ive  i n  t h e  southwest f i r s t - f l o o r  room and c o n s i s t  of vases  of 
f lowers and f l o r a l  gar lands .  It is planned t o  have t h e  s t e n c i l i n g  recorded and r e -  
s t o r e d .  

The house i s  we l l  b u i l t ,  and d e s p i t e  lack  of maintenance., i t  su rv ives  i n  b a s i c a l l y  
sound s t r u c t u r a l  condi t ion .  Since i t s  conversion t o  tenements, t h e  i n t e r i o r  has become 
squa l id ,  and i n  recent  yea r s ,  t h e  l i v i n g  condi t ions  of  i t s  occupants were deplorable .  
With i t s  a c q u i s i t i o n  by the  Associat ion f o r t h e  Preserva t ion  of  V i r g i n i a  A n t i q u i t i e s ,  
the l a s t  of  t h e  occupants have been removed, and t h e  house s t andsempty .  Plans have 
been made f o r  an adapt ive  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  property.  
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S IGNLFTCANCB - 
a f f a i r ;  whole sh ip loads  of i c e  consigned t o  her  were brought t o  Richnond from t h e  n o r t h ,  

Thc King family owned t h e  proper ty  u n t i l  1911, when i t  was s o l d  t o  t h e  Richmond Method- 
i s t  Missionary Associat ion.  The Methodists kept  i t  u n t i l  1923, when i t  was acqui red  
by Max Cohen, who i n  1936 s o l d  i t  t o  Samuel Se ldes ,  It was from Sel.desB sun t h a t  t h e  
William Byrd Branch of t h e  Associa t ion  f o r  the  Preserva t ion  of  V i rg in i a  A n t i q u i t i e s  
bought t h e  proper ty  i n  1975. P r io r  t o  i t s  a c q u i s i t i o n  by t h e  A.P.V.A., t h e  house and 
ou tbu i ld ings  had been used f o r  tenements. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  t h e  Pace-King House i s  an outs tanding  example of I t a l i a n a t e  domestic 
a r c h i t e c t u r e  oE o s t e n t a t i o u s  s c a l e  and embellishment, Many f i n e  town mansions of  i t s  
type were b u i l t  i n  Southern c i t i e s ,  but  few surv ive ,  as  most were loca ted  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  
of  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  communities, on va luab le  r e a l  e s t a t e  t h a t  soon was commercialized, 
A s  t h i s  ~ e r i o d  oC a r c h i t e c t u r e  was y e t  unappreciated by p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s ,  t h e  ma jo r i ty  
of  t h e  houses came down without p r o t e s t  o r  adequate study. The impending r e s t o r a t i o n  
o f  the  Pace-King House by t h e  A.P.V.A. w i l l  guarantee the  preservaLion of a  r a r e  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  document. 






