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 NAME 
HISTORIC 

Fourth Bapt is t  Church 
AND/OR COMMON 

Same 

STREET& NUMBER I 
2800 P S t r e e t  -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Richmond - VICI NITV OF T h i r d  (David E. S a t t e r f i e l d  111) 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
-DISTRICT -PUBLIC 

~ B U I L D I N G ~ ~ I  &RIVATE 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS 

-BEING CONSIDERED 

 OWNER OF PROPERTY 

STATUS 
K O C C U P ~ E D  

-UNOCCUPIED 

-WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
XYES RESTRICTED 

-YES UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE --MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL , -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT !(RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER 

NAME 

Fourth Bapt is t  Church, c/o Min is ter  
STREET& NUMBER 

2800 P S t r e e t  
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Richmond - VICINITY OF V i r g i n i a  23223 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
SOIIRTHCUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Richmond C i t y  H a l l  

- 
STRFETR NUMBER 

900 Eas t  Eroad S t r e e t  
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Richnond V i roLn ia  

 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks C o m r ~ s s i o n  
DATE 

1979 -FEDERAL  STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
S u R v E Y R E c o ~ D s  virginia ~ i ~ t ~ ~ i ~  Landmarks Conmission - 2 2 1  Governor S t r e e t  
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Richmond V i r g i n i a  



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
XEXCELLENT -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED XORIGINALSITE 
-GOOD -RUINS XALTERED -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Fourth B a p t i s t  Church is a monumental, temple-form s t r u c t u r e  of s tuccoed b r i c k  
loca ted  a t  2800 P S t r e e t  i n  t h e  Church X i 1 1  s e c t i o n  of Richmond. Erec ted  i n  1884 i n  t h e  
Greek Revival s t y l e ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  is  f ron ted  by a d i s t y l e  po r t i co  i n  a n t i s  e l eva ted  on a 
h igh  podium. The podium i s  covered by a cast-s tone veneer  appl ied  i n  1964. The porch 
is  approached by a p a i r  of  g r a n i t e  s t e p s  which t u r n  a t  r i g h t  angles  t o  form a c e n t r a l  
s t a i r .  The s t a i r  f e a t u r e s  e l a b o r a t e  cas t - i ron  r a i l s  f lanked by two cas t - i ron  lamp 
standards.  The f r o n t  yard of t h e  church i s  enclosed by a cas t - i ron  fence.  

The main (south)  e l e v a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of two unf lu ted  Doric columns and pa i r ed  
p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  anurs tudied  Doric en tab la tu re .  The p o r t i c o  s h e l t e r s  t h e  main double 
doorway wi th  paneled wooden doors.  The doorway is framed by a ramped a r c h i t r a v e .  The 
e n t r a m g i n t o  t h e  a n t a e  con ta in  s i n g l e  paneled doors.  

The w e s t  e l e v a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of  s i x  bays. A s i d e  en t rance  i s  provided i n  t h e  south-  
west bay of  t h e  basement s t o r y .  Basement f e n e s t r a t i o n  has  818 hung-sash windows and i s  
covered by a cast-s tone veneer  t h a t  r e p l a c e s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s tucco  covering on a l l  
e l eva t ions .  The e l e v a t i o n ' s  f i r s t  s t o r y  con ta ins  segmental arched openings wi th  s t a ined-  
g l a s s  windows. The second s t o r y  f e a t u r e s  semic i r cu la r  arched openings a l s o  with s t a ined-  
g l a s s  windows. Each bay i s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  by p i l a s t e r s  t h a t  support  a n  unstudied 
en tab la tu re .  

The east e l e v a t i o n  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  west  wi th  t h e  exception of  a hyphen which 
connects t h e  church t o  a modem Sunday School bu i ld ing ,  e r ec t ed  i n  1964. The n o r t h  
e l e v a t i o n  con ta ins  a n  'apse of one bay. Fenes t r a t ion  c o n s i s t s  of  segmental arched 
openings wi th  6/6 hung-sash windows and basement-story 2/2 casement windows. 

Unlike t h e  e x t e r i o r ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  l a r g e l y  r e f l e c t s  l a t e  Vic to r i an  s t y l i s t i c  i n f luence .  
The sanctuary  is dominated by a l a r g e  oak and metal p i p e  organ, s e t  between p i l a s t e r s .  
The p u l p i t  i s  a l s o  cons t ruc ted  of r a i s e d  pane l  oak, and i s  complemented by t h e  o r i g i n a l  
oak f u r n i t u r e .  The a l t a r  mi r ro r s  t h e  p u l p i t  i n  execution.  The oak scro l l -end  pews r e t a i n  
t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  f i n i s h ,  and t h e  balcony above t h e  main (south)  en t r ances  con ta ins  simply 
f in i shed  wood pews. S ta ined-glass  windows vary  i n  theme. The four  northern-most windows 
conta in  p o r t r a i t s  of  p a s t  church no tab le s ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  Reverend S c o t t  Gwathmey, t h e  
f i r s t  pas to r .  

RCC 

The Fourth B a p t i s t  Church proper ty  of  one a c r e  i s  bounded on t h e  south  by P S t r e e t ,  
on t h e  west by 28th S t r e e t ,  on t h e  n o r t h  by an a l l e y  t h a t  runs  d i r e c t l y  behind t h e  church, 
and on t h e  e a s t  by t h e  Sunday School bu i ld ing  which i s  connected t o  t h e  church by a 
hyphen. The n o r t h ,  south ,  west boundaries  a r e  t h e  same a s  when t h e  church was o r i g i n a l l y  
b u i l t .  The e a s t e r n  boundary, t h e  Sunday School bu i ld ing  of  1964, i s  a modern in t rus ion .  
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SPECIFIC DATES 1884 BUlLDERlARCHlTECT unknown 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Fourth B a p t i s t  Church i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  both a s  an  expression of Richmond's 
conservat ive a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t a s t e  during t h e  l a t e  19th  century and a s  a symbol of t h e  
s o c i a l ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  and economic condi t ions  of b lacks  following emancipation. Erected i n  
1884 on t h e  nor the rn  edge of the  Church H i l l  neighborhood, the  church b o a s t s  a s t y l i s h  
Vic tor ian  i n t e r i o r  behind a p l a i n  bu t  d i g n i f i e d  Greek Revival facade. The choice  of t h e  
Grecian mode may have been inf luenced by t h e  neighboring Leigh S t r e e t  B a p t i s t  Church 
designed by Samuel Sloan,  f o r  i t  was i n  t h e  basement of t h a t  o l d e r  Greek Revival bu i ld ing  
t h a t  t h e  Fourth B a p t i s t  Church was organized. The facade,  with i t s  d i s t y l e  p o r t i c o  i n  
a n t i s ,  a l s o  c l o s e l y  resembles the  Old F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church by Thomas U. Walter.  Old 
F i r s t  B a p t i s t  was ~ ichmond ' s  pa ren t  Bap t i s t  church whose design inf luenced a number of 
l a t e r  bu i ld ings  i n  t h e  c i t y .  

Between 1820 and 1860, Richmond was one of the  count ry ' s  l ead ing  tobacco cen te r s .  
From i ts  incep t ion ,  t h e  c i t y ' s  tobacco indus t ry  was t o t a l l y  dependent on b lack  l abor  f o r  
i ts  work force.  A s  production demands increased ,  manufacturers were r equ i red  t o  h i r e  
s l aves  and f r eed  b lacks  t o  f i l l  t h e i r  l a b o r  needs. The h i r i n g  system f l o u r i s h e d ,  and 
cont r ibuted  t o  t h e  c i t y ' s  l a r g e  antebellum black  populat ion.  The s l a v e s  and f r eed  b lacks  
worked i n  t h e  f a c t o r i e s  s i x  days a week and on the  seventh day enjoyed freedom ofworship. 
Most Richmond b lacks  w e r e  B a p t i s t s  and v a s t l y  outnumbered the  whi tes  wi th in  t h e i r  
churches. 

Richmond's B a p t i s t  churches a t  f i r s t  were organized t o  al low f o r  t h e  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a -  
t i o n  of t h e i r  b lack  c o n s t i t u e n t s .  Black deacons, e l e c t e d  by t h e  e n t i r e  congregat ion,  
a s s i s t e d  white  p a s t o r s  and deacons a s  a l i a i s o n  wi th in  t h e  black congregation. Albe i t  
committed t o  s l a v e r y  and c a l l i n g  upon i t s  s l a v e  members t o  be  obedient  s e r v a n t s ,  t h e  
church viewed s l a v e s  a s ,  "persons whose s o u l s  God p r i z e d ,  and who, t h e r e f o r e ,  ought t o  be  
sober .  p repe r ly  married,  t aush t  Chr i s t i an  t r u t h s ,  and t r e a t e d  humanely by t h e i r  temporal 
E,,:!:;?:~. ; ::.I1 '~ 

The f i r s t  formal o rgan iza t ion  of a b lack  church occurred i n  1841 when t h e  F i r s t  
Bapt is t  Church decided t o  b u i l d  a new church f o r  themselves and s e l l  t h e  o ld  one t o  t h e  
b l a c k s  wi th in  t h e i r  congrrg,~i-ion. Tlic F i r s t  A;rican E a p t i s t  Cllucch was t hus  c rea ted  i n  
1841 a s  a s e p a r a t e  B a p t i s t  congregation. The new F i r s t  African B a p t i s t  Church c o n s t i t u t i o r  
s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p a s t o r  must be whi te ,  nominated by a white  super in tending conunittee an? 
approved by t h e  b lack  deacons. The white  committee was t o  oversee t h e  b lack  church's 
a f f a i r s .  Robert Ryland, p res iden t  of Richmond College, was t h e  f i r s t  p a s t o r .  The F i r s t  
African Bap t i s t  Church was extremely success fu l ,  and served a s  the  model f o r  t h r e e  
success ive  b lack  churches: Second African Bap t i s t  Church, 1845; Ebenezer i n  1858; and 
the  Fourth B a p t i s t  i n  1861. 

The b lack  churches followed t h e  precedents  e s t a b l i s h e d  by the  F i r s t  African Church. 
The pas to r  and deacons formed t h e  governing body, guided the  congregation and enforced a 
s t r i c t  moral code. The congregation supported c h a r i t a b l e  work from monthly con t r ibu t ions .  

(See Continuation Sheet //I) 



Form No 10-300a 
$Rev 10.74) 

UNITt l )STATES UEP,\KlhlEKT OFTHE I \ lk .RIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 
Fourth B a p t i s t  Church, Richmond, V i rg in i a  
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

From weekly penny c o l l e c t i o n s  came t h e  money f o r  church maintenance and expenses. P u b l i c  
concer t s  by t h e  c h o i r  con t r ibu ted  t o  t h e  church revenue. Richmond's b lacksentered  t h e  
Reconstruct ion,  a  "process of c r e a t i n g  something new i n  a  s l a v e l e s s  world. . . E i t h  pre- 
conceivedS] no t ions  about freedom, moral s e n s i b i l i t i e s ,  work h a b i t s ,  f a m i l i a l  and communal 
ties, and modes of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i v i t y . " 2  While these  no t ions  were s t r o n g l y  i n f l  e  ced by 
t h e i r  e a r l i e r  experience a s  church members, it was only i n  ~ o s t - b e l l u r n  t i m e s  thatUb?acks 

ained f u l l  c o n t r o l  of t h e i r  churches wi th  t h e  u n f e t t e r e d  r i g h t  t o  name t h e i r  own p a s t o r s ,  
form Sunday schools ,  e t c .  

The Fourth B a p t i s t  Church t r a c e s  i t s  beginnings t o  the  r e g u l a r  assembly of s l a v e s  i n  
t h e i r  q u a r t e r s  f o r  p raye r  meetings. I n  1861 t h e  s e r v i c e s  were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  basement 
of  t h e  Leigh S t r e e t  B a p t i s t  Church. I n  June 1865 b lacks  gained f u l l  c o n t r o l  of t h e i r  
church i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The Reverend S c o t t  Gwathmey, one of t h e  prayer  l e a d e r s ,  saw t h e  need 
f o r  more formal o rgan iza t ion ,  something which was achieved when t h e  Four th  B a p t i s t  Church 
was founded on December 2, 1865 whi le  meeting i n  t h e  bar racks  of  t h e  Union s o l d i e r s  on 
Chimborazo H i l l .  

The 1875 t h e  congregat ion was a b l e  t o  e r e c t  a  frame bu i ld ing  on a  s i te  purchased on 
32nd S t r e e t .  The p resen t  church bu i ld ing  was completed i n  1884 on a  s i te  purchased on 
P S t r e e t .  
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
Beginning a t  a p o i n t  1250' E of S t a t e  Route 33; 3100' NNE of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of s a i d  r o u t e  
and U.S. Route 6 0 ;  on E s i d e  o f  28th S t r e e t ;  thence extending approximately 175' ESE; 
thence extending about  200' SSW t o  P S t r e e t ;  thence extending almost 200' WNW along N s i d e  
of s a i d  s t r e e t ;  thence extending approximately 200' NNE along E s i d e  of 28th S t r e e t  t o  
p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n .  
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