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DESCRlElETtIE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
S t .  Soph ia  Home o f  t h e  L i t t l e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  Poor ,  a l so 'known a s  L i t t l e  S i s t e r s  o f  

t h e  Poor Home f o r  t h e  Aged, i s  l o c a t e d  a t  1 6  N o r t h  Narv ie  S t r e e t  i n  Riclm~ond. The 
o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  b r i c k  r e s i d e n c e  b u i l t  i n  1832 and i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  a n  
I t a l i a n a t e  b r i c k  h o s p i t a l  between 1877 and 1881.  S u c c e s s i v e  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  o c c u r r e d  w i t h  
t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a  conven t  wing t.o t h e  s o u t h  i n  1854 and a  s e r v i c e  wing t o  t h e  n o r t h  i n  
t h e  1950s .  The 3:-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  is  b u i l t  on  a  b r i c k  basenlent  a n d  i s  c o v e r e d  by 
a  mansard r o o f .  

The e a s t  e l e v a t i o n  is e x e c u t e d  i n  s t r e t c h e r - b o n d  p r e s s e d  b r i c k  w i t h  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  
w a l l s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  s e v e n - c o u r s e ,  American-bond b r i c k .  The h r i c k  is  c o r b e l e d  a t  t h e  
t h i r d  s t o r y  and r a i s e d  b r i c k  p i l a s t e r s  d e f i n e  t h e  main  e n t r a n c e  bay .  The main  e n t r a n c e  
is  l o c a t e d  on t h e  e a s t  e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  1877-81 b u i l d i n g .  It is  b e l i e v e d  t o  mark t h e  
main e n t r a n c e  f o r  Warsaw, t h e  1832 r e s i d e n c e  i n  which t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  h a d  i t s  b e g i n n i n g s .  
The p r e s e n t  e n t r a n c e ,  i n s t a l l e d  c a .  1960,  c o n s i s t s  o f a  t r a n s o m - l i g h t ,  m e t a l - f r a m e  e n t r y -  
way w i t h  s i n g l e - p a n e d  g l a s s  d o o r s  and i s  s h e l t e r e d  by a  m e t a l  canopy.  S e c o n d a r y  
e n t r a n c e s  a r e  found o n  b o t h  t h e  e a s t  and w e s t  e l e v a t i o n s .  These  e n t r a n c e s  c o n s i s t  o f  
segmental -arched t ransoms t h a t  t o p  p l a i n  wooden doors  w i t h i n  s i m p l y  e x e c u t e d  a r c h i t x a v e s .  
The e n t r a n c e  on t h e  s o u t h  wing r e t a i n s  i ts  o r i g i n a l  wood pediinented canopy  e m b e l l i s h e d  by 
a  l a c y  c a s t - i r o a  f r i e z e  and s u p p o r t e d  on i r o n  posts. A con tempora ry  c a s t - i r o n  r a i l i n g  
i n  a n  e l a b o r a t e  p a t t e r n  ornaments  t h e  s t e p s .  While t h e  c a s t - i r o n  r a i l i n g  on t h e  main 
e n t r a n c e  was r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a  s i m p l e  m e t a l  example,  o r i g i n a l  r a i l i n g s  s u r v i v e  o n  i t s  
f l a n k i n g  e n t r a n c e s  and a l s o  o n  t h e  r e a r  (wes t )  e n t r a n c e .  The r e a r  e n t r a n c e  i s  s h e l t e r e d  
by a  s e c o n d - f l o o r  b a l c o n y  t h a t  a l s o  encompasses a n  i r o n  f i r e  e s c a p e .  A c a s t - i r o n  b a l c o n y  
covered by a  shed r o o f  was o r i g i n a l l y  found o n  t h e  e a s t  e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o u t h  wing,  b u t  
i t  was removcd i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  c e n t u r y .  

The mansard r o o f  was added e a .  1854 t o  c r e a t e  a  f o u r t h  f l o o r .  It r e p l a c e s  a n  e a r l i e ]  
low-hipped r o o f  on t h e  1877-81 s e c t i o n .  ' The r o o f  i s  c o v e r e d b y  s l a t e  s h i n g l e s  a n d  i s  
broken by dormers  t h a t  c o n t a i n  616 hung s a s h .  A d e n t i l  and b r a c k e t  c o r n i c e  r u n s  t h e  
p e r i m e t e r  o f  t h e  e a v e s  c o u r s e .  T h i s  t r e a t m e n t  i s  a l s o  found on a  pediment  o v e r  t h e  main  
e n t r a n c e .  A c r o s s  su rmounts  t h e  pediment.  F e n e s t r a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  s e g m e n t a l - a r c h e d  
616 hung-sash willdor~s i n  s i m p l e  wooden a r c h i t r a v e s .  

The 1877-81 h o s p i t a l  p l a n  was o r i g i n a l l y  "U"-shaped and c o n s i s t e d  o f  ' ihs p r e s e n t  
f i v e - b a y  e n t r a n c e  s e c t i o n  w i t h  a d j o i n i n g  p a v i l i o n s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h .  It i s  
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  s e c t i o n  fo l lowed  t h e  p l a n  o f  Warsaw , r e c e n t l y  found L O  be  
encased w i t h i n  t h e  e n t r a n c e  h a l l .  The p l a n  became "E"-shaped when t h e  c o n v e n t  wing was 
addc.d i n  18.94. The wing added a n  e x t r a  bay  t o  t h e  two-bay h o s p i t a l  p v i l i o n ,  making t h e  
C e n t r a l  p a v i l i o n  t h r e e  bays .  Th i s  l a t e r  wing h a s  a  c o m p l e t e l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  c i r c u l a t i o n  
sys tem.  The l a s t  m a j o r  a d d i t i o n  was a  lounge and community s e r v i c e  a r e a  added t o  t h e  
Floyd Avenue elevation i n  t h e  1550s .  T h i s  l a t e  a d d i t i o n  i s  t o  b e  removed i n  a  Eort11- 
coming r e n o v a t i o n .  

C0,nrlecting t h e  wings is a n  a s y m m e t r i c a l l y  p o s i t i o n e d  h a l l  t h a t  r u n s  from n o r t h  t o  
s o u t h .  The doorways i n  t h e  c o r r i d o r  a r e  d e f i n e d  by c u r v i l i n e a r - a r c h e d  t r ansoms  v a g u e l y  
Moorish i n  i n s p i r a t i o n .  Off t h e  c o r r i d o r  r u n  t h r e e  l a t e r a l  s t a i r  h a l l s  t h a t  c o n t a i n  
open-wel l  s t a i r s .  The s t a i r s  i n  t h e  o l d e s t  s e c t i o n  have t u r n e d  w a l n u t  n e w e l s ,  w h i l e  

t h e  s t a i r  i n  t h e  1894 ~ g i n g  has a  s q u a r e  newel.  A l l  t h e  s t a i r s  have  molded h a n d r a i l s  

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t  i;1) 
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= 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The former  h o s p i t a l  o f  S t .  S o p h i a ,  Home o f  t h e  L i t t l e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  Poor ,  i s  a  
p r o d i g i o u s  and r a r e  example f o r  Riclul~ond o f  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  
I t  i s  a l s o  a n  i m p o r t a n t  e l ement  i n  t h e  f a b r i c  o f  Richmond's Fan Dis t r i c t ,  a  p o p u l a r  
l a t e  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  u r b a n  r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhood.  Adding i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  w i t h i n  i t s  w a l l s  is  Warsaw, a  b r i c k  farmhouse b u i l t  i n  1832 
a s  t h e  res i .dence  o f  Wi l l i am Anderson,  whose farm now forms a  l a r g c  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  
s u r r o u n d i n g  neighborhood.  Anderson ' s  s p a c i o u s  r e s i d e n c e  was a c q u i r e d  i n  1877 by t h e  
C a t h o l i c  mendi-cant o r d e r  o f  nuns ,  t h e  L i t t l e  S i s t e r s ,  and c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a c h a r i t a b l e  
h o s p i t a l .  The b u i l d i n g  was g r e a t l y  e n l a r g e d  i n  t h e  I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e  bc twcen  1877-1881 a n (  
f u r t i l e r  e n l a r g e d  i n  t h e  Second Empire S t y l e  i n  1896,  a l l  making i t  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  
e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u c t u r e .  The L i t t l e  S i s t e r s  removed t o  a  modern complex a f t e r  n i n e t y - n i n e  
y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  Fan D i s t r i c t .  The h o s p i t a l  is  now u n d e r  new o w n e r s h i p  and i s  
a r i a i t i n g  convf r s i o n  i n t o  l u x u r y  a p a r t m e n t s .  

B u i l d i n g  i n  Richmond i n  t h e  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War was e x t e n s i v e  b u t  t e n d e d  
t o b e  p r i m a r i l y  commercial  and r e s i d e n t i a l . T h e  comnlercial b u i l d i n g  was c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  
t h e  a r e a  downtorin d e s t r o y e d  d u r i n g  t l ie  e v a c u a t i o n  f i r e .  R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was 
most  e x t e n s i v e  i n  t h e  J a c k s o n  Ward and t h e  new neighborhoods  s p r e a d i n g  from downtown t o  
t h e  w e s t .  There  was p r a c t i c a l l y  no new governmental  a r c h i t e c t u r e  u n t i l  t h e  new c i t y  
h a l l  was begun i n  1887.  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  i n  the. 1870s was c o n f i n e d  a l m o s t  
e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  t h e  new Richynond C o l l e g e  complex and t h e  h o s p i t a l  f o r  t h e  L i t t l e  S i s t e r s  
of  t h e  Poor.  The c o l l e g e  complex was d e s t r o y e d  by f i r e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  
l e a v i n g  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a s  t h e  c i t y ' s  m a j o r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  

The 1870s  was a  p e r i o d  o f  great :  e x p a n s i o n  f o r  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church i n  Richmond 
During Kccons t r r l c t ion  i t  deve loped  t h e  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  Home and t h e  Monte Eiar ia  Convent o n  
Church H i l l  and a c q u i r e d  a  new s i t e  f o r  a  c a t h e d r a l  t o  r e p l a c e  S t .  p e t e r ' s ,  t h e  o r i - g i n a l  
c a t h e d r a l  o f  t h e  1) iocese  o f  Kiclimond. I n  1876 Iiishop James C i h b o i ~ s  p u r c h a s e d  Warsaw 
and f o u r  l o t s  which he gave t o  t h e  L i t t l e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  Poor .  

The 1 . i t t l . e  S i s t e r s  is a n  i n t e r n a t j o n a l  Roman C a t h o l i c  o r d e r  o f  nuns  wliich mai11ta i .n~ 
a  mother  house  n e a r  Rennes, F r a n c e .  The s i s t e r s  talce t h e  vow o f  p o v e r t y  and  s u p p o r t  
themse lves  th rough  begg ing ,  c h u r c h  d o n a t i o n s ,  and church  a u x i l i a r i e s .  The p a t i e n t s  o r  
"gues t s"  a t  t h e  home a r e  chosen  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  r e l i g i o n ,  n a t i o n a l i t y  o r  r a c e .  Tlie 
s isters o f f e r  p h y s i c a l  and o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  and r e c r e a t i o n .  The f o u n d e r  o f  t t ie  
o r d e r  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e i r  work: "Rc~nember t h a t  t h e  poor a r e  
~ e s u s  C h r i s t " .  1 

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t  1\2) 
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERN 
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QUADRANGLE N A M E  Richnlolld, Va. -- QUADRANGLE SCALE 1: 24000 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Hounded on t h e  SE by I Iarvie  S t r e e t .  o n  t h e  N!i bv Flovd  

A 

Avenue, on t h e  W by Plum S t r e e t ,  and on t h e  SW by Main S t r e e t .  Map r e f e r e n c e  W000- 
0525-001, Lot 78-81, Richmond C i t y  Tax A s s e s s o r ' s  O f f i c e .  R e g i s t e r  bounds c o i n c i d e  w i t h  
l i m i t s  o f  s a i d  l o t s  measur ing  approxima_tely 340' x 380 '  ( c o l l r ~ c t i ~ l y ) .  
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 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL - X STATE- LOCAL - 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 IPublic Law 89-6651. 1 
hereby nominate t property for incl ion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and proce e set h h  b y t  
Y" .. 3 p B T a  Park Service. 

STATE H I  FFICERSIGNATURE 

Tucker H i l l ,  b:xc?cr~t i v e  D i r e c t o r  .. . . 
DATE 1; 3 j'i580 
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4 .  OWNI:K 01.' PROPERTY -- -- 

Harv ie  S t r e e t  L i m i t e d  P a r t n e r s h i p :  

George R. Hinnan: 
Sarn T. Keale 
D r .  M e r r i t t  W .  F o s t e r ,  Jr .  
E s t a t e  of  R. F i n l r y  Gayle ,  111 

and t u r n e d  b a l u s t e r s  

The home was v a c a t e d  by t h e  L i t t l e  S i s t e r s  i n  1976,and a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  k i t c h e n  
was l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  basement a l o n g  w i t h  a  s e p a r a t e  room f o r  d i s h w a s h i n g .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  
I -!d been used  t o r  l o u n g e s ,  o f f  i c e s ,  p a t i c n t  rooilis, and m i s c e l l a n e o u s  s t o r a g e .  The 
r e ~ a a i n i n g  f l o o r s  c o n t a i n c d  p a t i e n t  and community rooms. Most o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  f i n i s h e s  
had been r e c e n t l y  upda ted  and i n c l u d e d  r e s i l i e n t  t i l e  f l o o r i n g ,  suspended  a c o u s t i c a l  
t i l e  c e i l i n g s ,  and a  ~noclero e l e v a t o r  i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  main c o r r i d o r  o f  t h e  1877-81 s e c -  
t i o n .  

On a x i s  w i t h  t h e  main h a l l  and presumably c o n s t r u c t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  1 8 9 4  c o n v e n t  wing  
i s  a  c h a p e l .  The I t a l i a n a t e - s t y l e  c h a p e l  i s  c r u c i f o r m  i n  p l a n  w i t h  a  t h r e e - s i d e d  a p s e  
p ro jcc t i .ng  t o  t h e  w e s t .  The t w o - s t o r y  s p a c e  is  surmounted by a four-si .cled c u p o l a .  
S t a i n e d - g l a s s  windows added w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  twenty  y e a r s  p r o v i d e  a  n a t u r a l  s o u r c e  o f  
l i g h t .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  c h a p e l  was e x t e n s i v e l y  r e n o v a t e d  and  t h e  o r i g i n a l  pews 
reriiovcd. A t i l e  f l o o r  was i n s t a l l e d  a l o n g  w i t h  wooden p a n e l i n g  and  new l igh t ing ; .  An 
i r o n  r a i l i n g  was p rov ided  on a  s e c o n d - t l o o r  nlezzanine.  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l . ,  c o n v e n t ,  and chapel . ,  s e v e r a l  o u t b u i l d i n g s  e x i s t  t o  t h e  
r e a r  (wes t )  of t h e  main c o m p l e x . ~ h e y  a l l  a p p e a r  t o  d a t c f r o m  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y . A  two 
story b r i c k  b u i l d i n g ,  s e v e n  bays  by two b a y s ,  is found immedia te ly  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  
main s t r u c t u r e .  A t  t h e  t ime  t h e  corriplex f u n c t i o n e d  a s  a  h o s p i t a l ,  t h i s  r s d i f i e e  
c o n t a i n e d  a  comrnuuity roorn, b a r b e r  shop ,  and f o o t  b a t h  o n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and a g u e s t  
s u i t e  on t h e  second f l o o r .  F u r t h e r  t o  t h e  wes t  is a  t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  and wood s t a b l e  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  main p a v i l i o n  f l a n k e d  by two s m a l l e r  wings .  l3xecuted i n  s e v e n - c o u r s e  
t m c r i c a n  bond, t h e  b u i l d i n g  measures  115 '  x 2 3 '  and l a s t  s e r v e d  a s  a  g a r a g e  and s t o r a g e  
a r e a .  

(See r o n t  i n u a t i o n  s h e e i  82) 
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A p I z i n  2 0 t h - c e n t u r y  gazebo,  1 8 '  x 1 8 ' ,  is l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  
Sur round ing  grounds  a r e  w e l l  l andscaped  and c o n t a i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  l a r g e  trees and s h r u b s .  
About t h e  t ime  t h e  conven t  wing was added,  t h e  s t r e e t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  were  lowered  f o r  t h e  
developmeiit o f  t h e  Fan D i s t r i c t .  A seven-coursc-American-bond b r i c k  retaining w a l l  w i t h  
a  m e t a l  f e n c e  s u r r o u n d s  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  

BOUNDAPX JUSTIFICATION : - -- I 
The r~oil i inated p r o p e r t y  i s  a  c i t y  b l o c k ,  a  2 . 7 - a c r e  t r a c t  d e f i n e d  by H a r v i e ,  Main 

and Plum S t r e e t s ,  and Floyd Avenue. The p r o p e r t y ,  s u r r o u ~ i d e d  :.y t h e  b r i c k  r e t a i n i n g  
w a l l  of 1896,  i s  t h e  same t r a c t  o f  l a n d  a c q u i r e d  by t h e  L i t t l e  S i s t e r s  a f t e r  t h e y  moved 
:o Richmond i n  1877.  I 
8. STATEPENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - - t '  

I n  1876,  a t  t h e  ti111e o f  t l lc  s i s t e r s '  a r r i v a l  i n  Richmond, t h e  c i t y  was i n  need o f  
h o s p i t a l s .  Dur ing t h e  C i v i l  War temporary  h o s p i t a l s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c i t y  
i i -  e v e r y  a v a i l a b l e  d w e l l i n g ,  s t o r e ,  f a c t o r y  and \+arehouse .  The Chimborazo h o s p i t a l  
c e n t e r  was o r g a n i z e d  i n  1862 and d i s b a n d e d  a t  t h e  elid o f  t h e  war .  The o l d  a lmshouse  was 
t h e  o i l ly  p l a c e  t h a t  o f f e r e d  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  c a r e  o f  t h e  s i c k .  The a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  
L f t t l e  S i s t e r s  f i l l e d  a g r e a t  v o i d  i n  t h e  c i t y ' s  h e a l t h  c a r e  program. The demand grew and  
f o r c e d  t h e  en la rgement  o f ' t h e  f a c i l ' t i e s ,  w i t h  t h e  conven t  p a v i l i o n  and  c h a p e l  r e p r e s e n t i n :  
t h e  l a r g e s t  a d d i t i o n s .  Not o n l y  d i d  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  mansard r o o f  i n  1896 i n c r e a s e  
t h e  r ~ s a b l e  s p a c e ,  b u t  i t  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n 8 ' s  Second Empire f c e l i n g .  Popu la i  
on t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  Nor th ,  t h e  Second Nrnpire S t y l e  i s  r a r e  o n  S o u t h e r n  
R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  p e r i o d  s t r u c t u r e s .  

v n s l ~ c c  

No t e s  : 

1. Dukie P e a r c e ,  Rictui~ond News Leader ,  June 29,  1969.  
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Ro')ert  Winthrop,  " L i t t l e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  Poor ,"  n .d .  
W e l t ~ l l ,  Caro lyn ,  "140 Year Old kiome 1,oses L i t t l e  S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  Poor". Richmond -- Ncws 

Leader ,  August 24,  1972.  p. 23.  -- 




