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s t r u c t u r e  . 
To the  e a s t  o f  Trout Hal l  is B i t t l e  Ha l l  o r  t h e  B i t t l e  Memorial 

Building,  a s imple one-s tory  Vic to r i an  go th ic  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  gable  end 
f r o n t .  The two-bay facade  has a s imple l a n c e t  window and doorway, both  
topped wi th  hood moldings. At each corner  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  a r e  b u t t r e s s e s  
wi th  oc tagonal  f i n i a l s .  B i t t l e  H a l l ' s  s i d e s  a r e  four-bays deep and a r e  
ornamented wi th  b r i c k  c o r n i c e s ,  b e l t  courses ,  and water  t a b l e s .  The r e a r  
of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  h a s , t r a n s e p t e  and a demi-octagonal apse  added i n  1894. 

Exce l l en t  Good 0 Foir Dstsriorotsd Ruins U Unexposed 
CONDITION 

L i t t l e  o r i g i n a l  t r i m  remains-on t h e  i n t e r i o r .  CCL 
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Roanoke Co l l ege ' s  Main Campus Complex i s  s e t  on a  spac ious  lawn 
generously p lanted  wi th  shrubbery and l a r g e  shade t r e e s .  The pa rk - l ike  
s e t t i n g  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  century  atmosphere of  t h e  grouping. 
The f o c a l  po in t  o f  t h e  complex i s  the  Adminis t ra t ion  Building which is 
placed t o  c l o s e  t h e  v is ta  a t  t h e  no r th  end of College S t r e e t ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n -
a l  and main en t r ance  t o  t h e  campus. As o r i g i n a l l y  completed, t h e  Adminis-
t r a t i o n  Building was a b r i c k  Greek Revival s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a t h r e e - s t o r y ,  
three-bay c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  and two-story, four-bay wings. Each s e c t i o n  was 
covered by a sha l low hipped roof .  The c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  was f ronted  by a 
t e t r a s t y l e  Doric P o r t i c o  wi thout  pediment, and topped w i t h  a domed cupola s c  
on a  square  base.  Unornamented stuccoed p i l a s t e r s  framed the  bays i n  eacl. 
wing, and unornamented r e c t a n g u l a r  chimney s t a c k s  p ro jec t ed  from the  en ta-
b l a t u r e ,  j u s t  above each o f  t h e  p i l a s t e r s .  The i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  
s e c t i o n  was o r i g i n a l l y  d iv ided  i n t o  a l a r g e  h a l l  and two r e c i t a t i o n  rooms or 
the  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  s t u d e n t s '  rooms on t h e  second and t h i r d  f l o o r s ,  and a  
s teward ' s  apartment  i n  t h e  basement. 

The e x t e r i o r  appearance of the  Adminis t ra t ion  Building was r ad ica l  
a l t e r e d  du r ing  a 1903 a l t e r a t i o n  and enlargement.  A t h i r d  s t o r y  was added 
t o  each of  t h e  wings and t h e  whole was covered by a s i n g l e  hipped roo f .  
Tne Doric p o r t i c o  was removed and replaced  by a t e t r a s t y l e  Roman Cor in th i an  
one wi th  f l u t e d  columns and s t e e p  pediment. The pediment was ornamented 
w i t h  a round window surrounded by r i c h l y  carved f o l i a t e d  decora t ion .  The 
s imple p i l a s t e r s  on the  wings were s u b s t i t u t e d  wi th  f l u t e d  Cor in th i an  
p i l a s t e r s ,  and t h e  e n t a b l a t u r e s  rece ived  more complex moldings and d e n t i l s .  
Paneled chimney caps rep laced  t h e  s imple o r i g i n a l  ones. 

L i t t l e  o r  no o r i g i n a l  t r i m  remains i n  t h e  Adminis t ra t ion  Building.  
Most of t h e  window and door sur rounds ,  a s  w e l l  as the  mantels  and s t a i r s  arc  
composed of t h e  s tandard  l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h  century  type woodwork a v a i l a b l e  frc 
l o c a l  woodworking companies. With t h e  a d d i t i o n  of  t h e  e x t r a  f l o o r ,  t h e  
s t u d e n t ' s  r e s idences  w e r e  moved t o  a dormitory,  and t h e  upper f l o o r s  were 
occupied w i t h  classrooms and l a b o r a t o r i e s .  A s u i t e  of execu t ive  o f f i c e s  war 
s e t  a p a r t  a t  t h e  west  end o f  t h e  bu i ld ing  i n  1920, and dur ing  t h e  summer of  
1939 new o f f i c e s  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t  a d v i s e r ,  dean, and r e g i s t r a r  were opened a1 
t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  main f l o o r ,  where they remain today. 

Flanking t h e  Adminis t ra t ion  Bui ld ing  and s e t  perpendicular  t o  i t  
a r e  s imple r e c t a n g u l a r  t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  h a l l s ,  each w i t h  pedimented gab les ,  
The e a s t  bu i ld ing ,  Trout H a l l ,  was completed i n  1867, and i t s  e x t e r i o r  
remains l a r g e l y  unchanged. Trout  H a l l  o r i g i n a l l y  had a  chapel  on t h e  f i r s 1  
f l o o r  and a p repa ra to ry  school  was housed on the  second. Both Trout H a l l  
and thz  wes t  b u i l d i n g ,  M i l l e r  Hall (completed i n  1857) had t h e i r  t h i r d  £1001 
reserved  f o r  l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t i e s . .  M i l l e r  H a l l  has  had a l a r g e  a d d i t i o n  
placed on i t s  west s i d e  s o  t h a t  now i t  i s  p a r t  of a much l a r g e r  U- shaped 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C I N C E  

The Main Campus Complex of Roanoke College s t ands  a s  a n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
f o c a l  p o i n t  not  only f o r  the  i n s t i t u t i o n  i t  s e r v e s ,  but  f o r  t h e  town of 
Salem. The v i s u a l l y  harmonious b id  s t y l i s t i c a l l y  v a r i e d  grouping of bu i ld -
ings  d i s p l a y s  the  evo lu t ion  of  the  a r e a ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t a s t e  from t h e  mid 
n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  through t h e  e a r l y  twen t i e th  century .  The c h i e f  bu i ld ing  
of the  complex, t h e  Adminis t ra t ion  Building,  has become the  symbol of t h e  
College,  and i t  i s  around t h i s  venerable  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  much of t h e  Col lege ' t  
h i s t o r y  i s  cen te red .  

Roanoke College was founded i n  1842 a t  Mount Tabor i n  Augusta County 
by two Lutheran p a s t o r s ,  David F. B i t t l e  and Chr is t0pher .C.  Baugham. 
Thei r  i n t e n t i o n  was t o  h e l p  educate  t h e  young men of  t h e  wes tern  p a r t  of 
t h e  s t a t e .  The school  was o r i g i n a l l y  known as Vi rg in ia  C o l l e g i a t e  I n s t i t u t e .  
and i ts  f i r s t  enrol lment  cons i s t ed  of  only  twelve t o  f i f t e e n  men. The two 
p a s t o r s  soon r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  school  should be nea re r  a c e n t e r  of a c t i v i t y ,  
and i n  1847 they moved i t  t o  Salem, V i r g i n i a ,  county s e a t  of  Roanoke County. 
The I n s t i t u t e  becamea c o l l e g e  i n  1853 and was r echa r t e red  w i t h  a new name 
suggested by t h e  county and t h e  nearby r i v e r ,  "Roanoke". 

During i t s  f i r s t  year  i n  Salem, t h e  school  was housed i n  temporary 
q u a r t e r s ,  a l though p lans  f o r  a permanent home were undertaken immediately. 
Con t rac t s  f o r  what i s  now t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  of  what i s  now c a l l e d  t h e  
Adminis t ra t ion  Building were awarded on May 19,  1847. James C. Deyerle and 
Joseph Deyerle ,  r e l a t i v e s  of  the  more noted Roanoke County b u i l d e r ,  
Benjamin Deyerle ,  were engaged t o  execute t h e  brickwork, and T. N.  Jordan 
was h i r e d  t o  do t h e  carpent ry .  John Cousins, a Negro, was employed t o  do 
the  p l a s t e r i n g ,  though no c o n t r a c t  was made wi th  him. 

By 1852 t h e  school  had grown s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  r e q u i r e  the  b u i l d i n g ' s  
west wing which was added t h a t  year .  On October 5,  1854, t h e  corner -s tone  
of  the  e a s t  wing was l a i d ,  a n  event  which was considered the corner -s tone-
l ay ing  of  the  Adminis t ra t ion  Building i t s e l f .  The completed b u i l d i n g ,  w i t h  
i t s  Doric p o r t i c o ,  p i l a s t e r s ,  and cupola was a s tudy i n  p r o v i n c i a l  Greek 
Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e  - a t y p i c a l  example of the d i g n i f i e d  "Dld Mains" t h a t  
numerous c o l l e g e s  rece ived  i n  t h i s  e r a  of  educa t iona l  expansion. The bu i ld -
ing  l o s t  i ts  o r i g i n a l  Grecian f l a v o r  and rece ived  i t s  p r e s e n t ,  more neo-
c l a s s i c  appearance a s  a r e s u l t  o f  a n  enlargement and remodeling undertaken 
i n  1903. The p lans  f o r  the  remodeling were provided by Noah Hockmann, a 
Salem draughtsman. 

Con t rac t s  f o r  t h e  two h a l l s  f l a n k i n g  the  Adminis t ra t idn  Building were 
e t  i n  1856. The west hal1,named f o r  a c o n t r i b u t o r ,  Michael M i l l e r ,  was 
ompleted i n  1857. Lack of funds and t h e  War Between t h e  S ta t e s ' p reven ted  
he east h a l l  from being completed u n t i l  1867. .The e a s t  h a l l  was named i ni-

. ~ .~ , . ~ ~ ~-~ ~ - .-- -- - -*; 
, . . 
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honor of John Trout ,  a l s o  a  c o n t r i b u t o r .  The c o l l e g e  managed t o  remain open 

du r ing  the  War Between the S t a t e s ,  bu t  t h e  enrol lment  was g r e a t l y  reduced and 

the  Adminis t ra t ion  Building was used a s  a h o s p i t a l .  


I n  1874 p lans  were made t o  c o n s t r u c t  a l i b r a r y  t o  t h e  e a s t  of  
Trout Hall which would be named i n  honor of Andrew Lewis. No f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  
was taken u n t i l  1876 when t h e  s c h o o l ' s  co-founder , David B i t t l e  d i e d ,  and 
the  d e c i s i o n  was made t o  make the  new bu i ld ing  a memorial t o  him. Tne 
handsome bu t  s imple V i c t o r i a n  Gothic s t r u c t u r e  was begun t h a t  same year  and 
was completed i n  1879. J. C. Deyerle (poss ib ly  the  same J. C. Deyerle who 
worked on t h e  Adminis t ra t ion  Building)  was employed t o  do the  brickwork, and 
H. W. Hundly was con t rac t ed  w i t h  f o r  t h e  carpent ry .  Noah Hockmann, who was 
l a t e r  placed i n  charge  of t h e  remodeling of  t h e  Adminis t ra t ion  Building 
appa ren t ly  had a hand i n  B i t t l e  H a l l ' s  des ign .  The o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  was converted i n t o  a  chapel  i n  1894 when a n  annex t o  house t h e  
l i b r a r y  was added t o  t h e  r e a r .  

The brickwork f o r  t h e  annex was a l s o  executed by 3. C. Deyerle.  

The b u i l d i n g  i s  now used a s  a s t u d e n t  c e n t e r .  
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