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The Salem Presbyterian Church i s  a handsomely de ta i led  and wel l  
proportioned Greek Revival temple-form s t ruc ture  fronted by a s l i g h t l y  
projecting Ionic por t ico i n  an t i s .  The or ig ina l  portion of the building 
measures 40' X 80' and the  deep red brickwork i s  l a i d  i n  five-course 
common bond with Flemish var ia t ion.  The bays of both t he  f ron t  and s ides  
a re  framed by paneled Doric p i l a s t e r s  which support a deep Ionic entablatur 
surrounding the  building. The t a l l  windows of both the  f ron t  and s ides  arc 
hung with two s e t s  of double-hung sash with each sash containing t e n  l i gh t s  
The windows a re  surrounded by symnetrical molded trim with turned corner 
blocks. Above each window is  a wide l i n t e l  with Greek f r e t  motifs i n  the  
s t y l e  of Asher Benjamin. 

The church's pedimented gable end facade i s  in terrupted by a be l f r  
s e t  on the  projecting portico.  The be l f ry  has a paneled base with sc ro l led  
consoles a t  each s ide .  The middle portion of the  be l f ry  is square and has 
coupled Doric p i l a s t e r s  framing a s ing l e  louvred opening on each face.  A 
sp i r e  topped by a copper b a l l  o r ig ina l ly  rose from t h i s  center  s ec t i on  but 
it was removed i n  1885-6 and replaced by a mansard roof. The mansard roof 
was removed i n  1928 and replaced by the  present octag-onal domed lan te rn .  
Although more Georgian than Greek Revival, the  lan te rn  blends wel l  with the  
o r ig ina l  archi tecture .  

The church i s  entered through a handsome f ron t i sp iece  which has 
d e t a i l s  based on p la tes  i n  Owen Biddle's Young Carpenter's Assistarit. Its 
double doors a r e  framed with paneled archi t rave t r im and long ridged panels 
The doors a r e  s e t  between paneled Doric p i l a s t e r s  supporting a Doric 
entablature.  Se t  on the  entablature  i s  a sc ro l led  blocking course. Lancet 
panels a re  a t  e i t h e r  end of the  blocking course while i n  t he  center  is a 
s h e l l  motif.  

The i n t e r i o r  o r ig ina l ly  had a s lave  ga l le ry  around th r ee  s ides ,  bu 
the  s ide  portions were removed a f t e r  the  Civi l  War. Also the high pu lp i t  
was lowered and the  church lengthened about twenty f e e t  a t  the  pu lp i t  end. 
I n  1870 a chapel building x.ras erected t o  t he  west of t he  church and was 
used f o r  Bible c lasses  and other meetings. The chapel was taken down i n  
1914, and some of i t s  br icks  were used t o  bu i ld  the  Sunday school addit ion 
on the  r ea r  of the  church. This addit ion took the  form of pedimented 
t ranscepts ,  and employed a rch i tec tura l  motifs found i n  the  o r ig ina l  portion 
Further addit ions were made to  the r ea r  i n  1856. 

The church is s e t  on a prominent in te rsec t ion  on Salem's Main ! 
i 
i S t r e e t ,  and i s  an important a rch i tec tura l  landmark f o r  t he  downtown sect ion.  
/ The simple churchyard i s  plarited v i t h  evergreen shrubbery and shade t r ee s .  
I A simple i ron  fence surrounds the  yard. 
i 

1 
! 
1 

! C.L. I 



I P E R I O D  (Check  One or .More s l  ApPro#risle)  

O Prc-Colurnbiao i U 16th Century U l a th  Century 17 20th Century 

n 15th centu., 1 7 ~ h  century 19'h cent,,, I 
r n e ~ s  OF S I C N I F ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ E  (checkone or.nors as ~ p p m p r i - t s )  

Aboriginal U Education Political 
Prehistoric IJ Engineering R e l i o i ~ n / 1 5 E  

Historic Industry w 
[7 Agricultur. I""e"ti0" sc;en<e 

Architecture L.nd%cope Sculpture 

0 Art Architectvrs Sociol/Hurnmn- 

Cornrnns. IJ Liternlure itorian 

3 C~mrnunisotiona M i l i t ~ r y  Theoter 

Cons=rvotion IJ Music ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ t i ~ ~  

Urban Plonoing 

Other ( S p e c i l y J  

The Salem Presbyterian Church stands as one of the Roanoke 
Valley's most beaut i fu l  examples of Greek Revival a rch i tec ture ,  and 
i s  a principal  landmark of downtown Salem. The handsomely detai led 
building demonstrates an unexpectedly self-assured handling of Greek 
a rch i tec tura l  elements combined with a well-balanced proportional 
system. The master bui lder  has not been determined but it seems l i k e l y  
tha t  it was Benjamin Deyerle who b u i l t  many of the  f i n e r  Greek Revival 
plantat ion houses i n  the  area. The church's woodwork i s  a t t r ibu ted  t o  
Gustavia D. Sedon, a well-known Roanoke County carpenter.  Most of the  
a rch i tec tura l  d e t a i l s  are  based on plates  i n  ante-bellum bui lders '  
handbooks such as  those of Asher Benjamin and Owen Biddle. 

The Presbyterians organized in  Salem i n  1831. The loca l  
congregation outgrew t h e i r  o r ig ina l  church and began construction of 
the  present building i n  1851. Dedication services f o r  the new building 
were held August 8, 1852. The church was b u i l t  primarily with s lave 
labor ,  and i t s  br icks  were burnt on the s i t e .  I t s  approximate cost  was 
$4,500.00, and the e n t i r e  a u n t  was paid before the dedication service.  
The building continues to  function as the c i t y ' s  chief  Presbyterian 
church. 
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As the designated State I.iaison Officer for the Na-  

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L a w  

89465). I hereby nominate t h i s  property for inc lus ion  

in  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Register and c e r t i f y  that it has been 

evalua ted  accordin6 to t h e  c-iteria and procedures set 

foith b y  the N a t i o n a l  Park S e r v ~ c e .  The recommended 

level of s igni f icance  of th is  nomination is: 

N a t i o n a l  n State Local 

I J ; ~ S  R. F i s h b u r n e .  Jr.. D i r e c t o r  11 1 V i r g i n i a  H i s &  r ic  ~ a n d r n a i k s  ~ o m m i s s i c n l l  
1 Title _ I1 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the  

National Register. 
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