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(Check One) 
Fa17 cx Deteriorated - Ruins 2 Unexposed 

1 
CONDITION , I (Chmck One) 

I the  reat at Bridge t o  confront American p a t r i o t s  entrenched on dry ground 
i beyond. Although many modem intrusions dis turb the area ad jacen t  to the  

Great Bridge,  the b a t t l e  f i e l d  r e t a i n s  i ts  or ig ina l  marshland cha rac t e r .  
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SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or Mar* ae Awroprlsto) 

a Ple-Columblon ( 1- 0 15t11 Century n l ? t h  16th Cmntuiy Cmnfury fl n 10th 19th Century Contwy 

n 1 0 t h  Century 

r~rctrcc D A T E O )  (11 ~ p p ~ ~ e a b l e  andKnown) 1775 4 
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open da t e r .  It was a v i t a l  l i n k  i n  the  land rou te  t o  Norfolk. The 
Vi l l age  of Great Bridge had th r iven  a s  a t ransshipping po in t  f o r  the naval-  
s t c r e s  and wooden-wares t rade  of the  Great Dismal Swamp. 

During the  autumn of 1775, Governor Dunmore's t roops made s eve ra l  
fo rays  i a t o  the  countryside of Norfolk and Pr incess  Anne County f o r  the  
purpose of' cap tur ing  r ebe l  cannon, and general ly  t o  "show the  flag." Ther 
was considerable  l o y a l i s t  sympathy i n  t he  extreme south-east  po r t i on  of 
Vi rg in ia  during the  last  tmnths before the Declaration of Independence. 
The accu,:acy of the  Governor's i n t e l l i gence  information a t t e s t s  t o  t he  
f a c t  t h a t  m n y  parsons -- aud nn t  only the  numerous Sco t t  merchants -- had, 
as y e t ,  bzen unable t o  overcome the  a l l eg iances  of a 1Ffe-time. 

The b r i e f  bu t ,  f o r  the  Br i t i sh ,  sbnguinary Battle of Great Bridge was 
fought on December 9, 1775. Witnesses t o  t h i s ,  the  f i r s t  p i tched b a t t l e  
of the  Revo1i:tian i n  Yirglnia ,  observed: "the va s t  e f f u s i ~ n  of blood on 
the  br idge,  and i n  t he  f o r t , "  as  we l l  a s  the "many bodies c a r r i e d  ou t  of 
t h e  f o r t  :o be in te r red .  lt 'fie casualties were B r i t i s h  o r  Loya l i s t ,  P a t r i o t  
Losses being l imited t o  t h e  wounding of  one tnan. Crown forceo abandoned 
tt,e f o r t  c ! t  Great Bridge arAd o the r  entrenchments. Their  posiz ion a t  
t iorfolk w ~ s  no longer tenable: Lhe land rou te  t o  the  -borough was open, 
Drmaore' a r egu la rs  had suffered se r ious  l o s s e s ,  and, pewchaps most 
important,  the Loya l i s t s  were thoroughly demoralized. Kany of the  latter 
f l e d  t h e  region as t h e  Governor's fo rces  withdr- t o  sh ip s  i n  Norfolk 
Harbor. 

Cwvernor  Dunmore maintained a semblance of Royal a u t h o r i t y  i n  the  Old 
Dominion dur ing t he  winter  and sp r i ng  of 1776. His e f f o r t s ,  given t h e  
weakenec! Dri!.ish rriilit:ary pos i t ion ,  were arr3gant .  H e  p a b l i c a l l y  por t raye  
t h e  Virginians  a s  savages, and con t inua l ly  attempted t o  i n c i t e  t he  s e r v i l e  
population t o  r evo l t .  T'e de s t ruc t i ve  New Year's Day  tombardrnent of 
liorfolk WAS a prelude t o  numerous predatory ex-?editions against t n c  planta-  
tFrms. and shispli lg of L ~ w e r  Tidewater. These e f f o r t s  were s c l i - d e f e a t i n g  
i n  t h a t  they aliencited .wny add i t i ona l  Virginians  from t h e i r  a l l t g i a n c e  t o  
the Crown. The f i n a l  withdrawal of Bri-ish fo rces  frwm t h e  Cheoapeake 
coincided w i t h  Che p u b l i c a t i ~ n  Fn Virg in ia  of the Declarintirm of 
Ir~dcpendcnca . 

The B r i t i s h  returned t o  Vlrginia in force late in the W u  
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Independence. Great  Bridge was f o r t i f i e d  again .  The Queen'a Rangers -- a 
leading Loya l i s t  u n i t  -- was s t a t i oned  a t  the  newly es tab l i shed  pos i t i on .  
Their commanding o f f i c e r ,  John Graves Simcoe, served t!le Crown with d i s t i n c t i o ~  
dur ing  t he  War. H e  would l a t e r  be appointed t he  f i r s t  Lieutenant Governor 
of Upper Canalil. 

The Great  Bridp,e b a t t l e f i e l d  s i t e  is s i g n i f i c a n t  as a landmark t o  
V i r g i n i a ' s  role i n  t he  American Revolution, f o r  i n  t h i s  marshy l o ca t i on  took 
p lace  the f i r s t  armed c o n f l i c t  between B r i t i s h  s o l d i e r s  and che colony 's  
p a t r i o t  forces. Arc:ha~ 1clgic.al excavation i n  the  a r e a  of Dunmore's f o r t  might 
provide important information regarding t he  f o r t ' s  exac t  loca t ion  and the  
a c t i v i t y  t h a t  took g l a c e  there.: B r i t i s h  e o l d i e r s  are bel ieved t o  be bur ied 
i n  t h e  marsh, e.nd the  wet condition8 here  a r e  condusive t o  t he  p rese rva t ion  of 
rempin8* 
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