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@ DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED 

XGOOD -RUINS 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED XOAIGINALSITE 

 ALTERED -MOVED DATF 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGlNAL IIF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

H i l l t o p  i s  a  2 -s to ry ,  5-bay s t r u c t u r e  s e t  a t o p  a  r a i s e d  basement on 
a  s h a r p l y  s l o p i n g  l o t ,  Th i s  f i n e  neo -c l a s s i ca l  bu i ld ing ,  t h e  o l d e s t  on 
t h e  Mary Baldwin Col lege  campus, i s  cons t ruc t ed  of b r i c k  bu t  now has a  
s t u c c o  cove r ing  p a i n t e d  yellow. H i l l t o p ' s  most prominent f e a t u r e  i s  
t h e  huge 2 - s to ry  h e x a s t y l e  p o r t i c o  w i t h  massive Tuscan columns which 
d e f i n e  t h e  symmetr ical  5-bay facada .  A 3 - t i e r  s e t  of s t e p s  leadsup  t o  
an  e l a b o r a t e  f r o n t i s p i e c e  sur rounding  t h e  en t r ance .  The s ix -pane l  doo r  
i s  r eces sed  i n  a  p a n e l l e d  round a rched  opaning wi th  a  keystone.  I n s i d e  
t h i s  a r c h  i s  a  semic.ircular, fan l igh ;  wish t r ace ry . .  , The doorway i s  
frambd by reeded  p i l a s t e r s  h i t h  a  s h e l l  motif i n  t h e  c a p i t a l s .  The 
3-par t  e n t a b l a t u r e  has  a  reeded a r c h i t r a w  and a  very unusua l  molding 
i n  t h e  f r i e z e ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of a l t e r n a t i n g  lozenges  and pendant - l ike  forms.  

A l l  t h e  windows ar'e r e c t a n g u l a r  w i t h  2/2 panes(probab1y no t  o r i g i n a l ) .  
The h i p  roof i s  made of m3tal  and i s  q u i t e  shal low.  The r o o f - l i n e  
co rn i ce  i s  p l a i n  and t h e  f r i e z e  c o n t a i n s  t h e  same unusual  molding a s  
i s  over  t h e  f r o n t  door .  

A l a r g e  b r i c k  wing designed by l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t s  T.  J. C o l l i n s  Son 
was added t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  H i l l t o p  i n  1904. Great  c a r e  seems t o  have been 
t a k e n  t o  match moldings and e x t e r i o r  t r i m .  Where t h e  new wing connects  
on t h e  west  e l e v a t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s m a l l  1 - s t o r y  porch w i t h  a  Neo-C1*- 
s i c a l  Reviva l  doorway w i t h  transom and s i d e l i g h t s .  

I n t e r i o r :  The o r i g i n a l  f l o o r  p l a n  of H i l l t o p  c o n s i s t e d  of two l a r g e  
rooms on e i t h e r  s i d e  of a  long  c e n t r a l  h a l l .  With t h e  a d d i t i o n  of t h e  
back wing, a  wide s t a i r c a s e  was p laced  between t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  
and t h e  wing. Many o r i g i n a l  f e a t u r e s  remain, most no tab ly  t h e  mantels  
and t h e  p a n e l l e d  r eces sed  door  and window openings .  The mante l s  a l l  
have r e c t a n g u l a r  openings and r e l a t i v e l y  s imple  molded mantel  s h e l v e s .  

1st f l o o r :  The southwest  f r o n t  room, now a  s t u d e n t  lounge,  s t i l l  
r e t a i n s  much of t h e  o r i g i n a l  woodwork. The doors  and windows a r e  s e t  
i n  p a n e l l e d  r e c e s s e s  and t h e  c h a i r  r a i l  i s  s t i l l  i n t a c t .  The mantel 
f r i e z e  has v e r t i c a l  and d i agona l  reed ing  and t h e  opening has  a n  a r c h i -  
t r a v e  sur round .  The mantel  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  room, now a  dormi tory  
room, has p i l a s t e r s  w i t h  f l u t e d  d e t a i l i n g  and two long h o r i z o n t a l  
pane l s  i n  t h e  f r i e z e .  

2nd f l o o r :  The mantel  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  room has an  a r c h i t r a v e  
sur round  bordered by di-agonal reed ing .  The c e n t r a l  f r i e z e  p a n e l  has 
a  sernicirculal: s h e l l  motif resembling a  s u n b u r s t .  The p i l a s t e r s  
have a n  unusual  i n t e r l o c k i n g  c i r c l e  des ign  and a r e  topped by c a p i t a l s  
w i t h  a  s h e l l  mo t i f .  I n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  room, t h e  mantel opening a l s o  
has an  a r c h i t r a v e  surround w i t h  a  reeded border .  The p i l a s t e r s  a r e  
p l a i n ,  but  have a  molded rope - l i ke  t r i m .  Atop t h e  p i l a s t e r s  and a long  
t h e  f r i e z e  a r e  f i v e  s h e l l - p a t t e r n  v a r i a t i o n s .  

( t o  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  111) 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 

-1400-1499 

-15001599  

-1600-1699 

-1700-1 799 

L i a o o - i  a99 

-1900- 

i 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE --CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEULUGY.PREHlSTORlC -COMMUNITY PUNNING -LANDSCAPEARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION X U W  -SCIENCE 

AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

ARCHITECTURE XEOUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT TPH!LOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

-COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER (SPECIFY) 

-INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 
C .  1810-1820 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT Unknown 
STATEMENTOF SIGNIFICANCE 

H i l l t op - '  iS. t h e  o l d e s t  ' b u i l d i n g  a n  : t h e  Mary Ba1wi.n ColI,e.ge campu,s:. , .  : 
Now used a s  a  dormi tory ,  it  was once one of S t a u n t o n ' s  most e l e g a n t  
r e s i d e n c e s .  

. , :! 

I n  1804, t h e  C i t y  of  S t a u n t o n  acqu i r ed  a  l a r g e  p a r c e l  of  l a n d  from 
Arch iba ld  S tuar t (1757-1832) ,  a  prominent V i r g i n i a  lawyer ,  judge and 
p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e .  The l o t  on which H i l l t o p  was b u i l t  was p a r t  of t h i s  
H S t u a r t  Addi t ion"  and i t  remained i n  S t u a r t ' s  ownership u n t i l  1820. 
I n  August of t h a t  y e a r ,  a  deed conveyed t h e  p r o p e r t y  from S t u a r t  t o  
Erasmus S t r i b l i n g ;  t h e  same day, S t r i b l i n g  conveyed i t  t o  Richard 
Henry Lee. Both deeds  r e f e r  t o  a  l a r g e  b r i c k  house b u i l t  by Benjamin 
H. Brady. S t u a r t ' s  t a x  r e c o r d s  r e v e a l  t h a t  Brady r e n t e d  t h i s  p a r t i -  
c u l a r  l o t  i n  1813, bu t  no l a r g e  change i n  t h e  annual  r e n t  occu r s  

c u n t i l  1816. From t h i s  ev idence  i t  appears  p robable  t h a t  t h e  house 
was b u i l t  some t ime p r i o r  t o  1816, but  certainly by 1820. T h l s  d a t l n g  
i s  q u i t e  i n  keeping w i t h  t h e  s imple  and fo rma l  n e e c l a s s i c a l  s t y l e  of 
t h e  house. 

From 1820-29, t h e  house remained i n  t h e  pos se s s ion  of Richard 
Henry Lee, Esq. of ioudoun County. During t h e  mid-18205 ,  a Joseph 
E a s t e r b r o o k ( a l s o  Es tabrook)  r e n t e d  t h e  house. According t o  a  promi- 
nent  l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n ,  Eas te rbrook  had a  s c h o o l  and conducted c l a s s e s  
i n  t h e  house.  

I n  1829 Lee s o l d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  Major Daniel  Sheffey(1770-'1830), 
a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  lawyer ,  member of t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  from 1800-09, 
and a  member of  Congress from 1809-17. Both he and Lee used H i l l t o p  
a s  a  r e n t a l  p r o p e r t y .  

Judge Lucas P. Thompson purchased H i l l t o p  i n  1842 and r e s i d e d  
t h e r e  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h .  Thompson, a  n a t i v e  of  Nelson County, V i r g i n i a ,  
was made judge of t h e  c i r c u i t  c o u r t  i n  S t aun ton  i n  1831. Fo r  many 
y e a r s  he s e rved  i n  t h i s  p o s t  and a l s o  conducted a  law s c h o o l  ou t  
of h i s  home. One of  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  p u p i l s  who d i s t , ingu ished  himself  
a f t e r  g r adua t ing  from t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  was t h e  l o c a l  
h i s t o r i a n , ~ J o s e p h  A. Waddell.  Thompson d i e d  i n  1866, s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
he had been appo in t ed  t o  t h e  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  Court  of Appeals.  I n  1872, 
h i s  widow s o l d  t h e  e s t a t e  t o  t h e  Misses Mary J u l i a  Baldwin and Agnes 
R .  McClung, c o - p r i n c i p a l s  of a d j a c e n t  Augusta Female Seminary(now 
Mary Baldwin C o l l e g e ) .  

A l a r g e  b r i c k  wing was a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  house i n  1904 
a n d  t h e  complex i s  now used a s  a  dormi tory  f o r  t h e  col lege .  
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7. DESCRIPTION 

Majo r  a l t e r a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  modern f l o o r  c o v e r i n g s ,  t h e  r emova l  of 
some m a n t e l s ,  c h a i r  r a i l s  a n d  o t h e r  t r i m  work. However, t h e  i n t e r i o r  
work t h a t  d o e s  r e m a i n  g i v e s  a good i d e a  of  t h e  s i m p l e  y e t  g r a c e f u l  

b e o c ~ a s s i c a l  d e t a i l i n g  t h a t  was once  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  house .  Most of 
t h e  rooms have  n o t  been  subd iv ided  s o  t h a t  t h e y  r e t a i n  t h e  h i g h  
c e i l i n g s  a n d  o r i g i n a l  p r o p o r t i o n s .  

9. W O R  B I B L I O G R M H I C A L  REFERENCES 

Waddel l ,  J o s e p h  A.,  c o m p i l e r .  H i s t o r v  of  Marv Baldwin Semi-. 
I S t a u n t o n :  Augus ta  P r i n t i n g  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  1905.  

W a t t e r s ,  Mary. The H i s t o r y  o f  Mary Baldwin C o l l m .  S t a u n t o n :  The 
McClure Com?any, I n c . ,  1942 .  

Wayland, J o h n  W. H i s t o r i c  Hoges o f  N2rth_ern V i r q i n i a .  S t a u n t o n :  The 
McClure Company, I n c . ,  1937.  

6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2)  His tor ic  American Buildings Survey Inventory 
1957 Federal 
Library of  Congress 
Washington, D. C. 

(3) Virginia H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1968, 1971,  1972 S t a t e  
Virginia H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor Street  
Richmond, Virginia 23219 
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10. GEOGRAPHICfi DATA 

Verbal Boundary ~ e s c r i p t i o n / L e ~ a l  Description - City Engineer's h p  #3@, 
1958. Mary Baldwin College. 



Augusta County Deed and Tax Records.  Augusta County Courthouse, 
Staunton.  

Staunton Tax and Deed Records.  C i t y  H a l l - O f f i c e  o f  t h e  C l e r k  of 
C i r c u i t  C o u r t ,  Staunton.  

( t o  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  tl) 

 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

I ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERM less than acre 

U T M  REFERENCES 

! AW 14 681 4 8 ~ 2 l 2 ~ ~ 1 2 ~ 0 ~ O J  
NORTHING 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

I The nominated property consists of the build& and the land on which it sits. 

I , . 

i , 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTV CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

 FORM PREPARED BY 
NAMEITITLE ' 

W i l l i a m  T. F r a z i e r ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  
ORGANIZATION DATE 

H i s t o r i c  S taun ton  Foundat ion,  I n c .  November 10, 1978 
STREET& NUMBER TELEPHONE 

P. 0.  Box 2534 (703) 885-7676 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Staunton  V i r q i n i a  24401 

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL- STATEX LOCAL- 

AS the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certiiy that it has been evaluated according to the 

/ a r k  Service. criteria and proce s et fo by the at' 
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