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a.  BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The Woodrow Wilson Birthplace i s  a 
f ine ,  two-story Greek Revival mansion which was b u i l t  i n  1&6 a s  
the manse of the F i r s t  Presbyterian Church i n  Staunton. The 
house, br ick painted white, sits on a h i l l  t h a t  permits a ground- 
l eve l  f irst  f loor  with two s to r i e s  above. There a re  four  rooms 
a t  each level .  The house is  i n  excellent condition and i s  well 
maintained. A lovely garden and well  kept grounds are  t o  the 
r ea r  of the house facing Mary Baldwin College; th i s ,  however, 
was or ig ina l ly  the f ron t .  The garden was landscaped t o  conform 
t o  the old pat tern and was restored by the Garden Club of Virginia. 

Unoltarad 

The Woodrow Wilson Birthplace Foundation acquired the home 
i n  1933 a t  the successful conclusion of a campign dating back 
t o  1922. The Foundation has furnished the house i n  the period 
of i ts  occupancy by the Wilsons; some of the furn i ture  belonged 
t o  the family. A room t o  the rear  i s  furnished with desks and 
memorabilia from Wilson's l a t e r  years. 

n Moved Original Site 

b. BOUNDARIES: The Woodrow Wilson birthplace i s  located on the 
southeast corner of North Coalter and Frederick Streets ,  Staunton, 
Virginia. Specific address i s  24 North Coalter S t ree t .  Mnin 
entrance is from North Coalter Street .  The l o t  i s  approximately 
173 f e e t  wide (along Coalter s t r e e t )  and has a depth of about 
295 feet (along Frederick street). 
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Thomas Woodrow Wilson, 28th President of the  United States ,  
was born i n  t h i s  Greek Revival manse i n  1856. Before becoming 
President he served a s  a professor of h i s tory  and government and 
a s  president of Princeton University. The p o l i t i c a l  and economic 
reforms enacted a t  the request of Wilson's administration and h i s  
leadership of the country through the F i r s t  World War cause many 
t o  regard Wilson a s  the President who led  America p o l i t i c a l l y  in to  
the 20th century. For h i s  work i n  es tabl ishing the League of Nations, 
he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize i n  1919. Among the Wilson 
ps ses s ions  on display here a r e  the family Bible and the bookcase 
which Wilson bought with h i s  first earnings. 



Arthus S. Link, Wilson, The Road t o  the White Iiouse and Wilson, ----- 
The New Freedom (Princeton University Press, Princeton, - 
1956);~harles Seymour, "Woodrow Wilson," Dictionary of American 
Biography, XX ( ~ e w  York, 1.946); William E. Dodd, ~oodrou  Wilson 
and H i s  Work (New York, 1920); William Allen White, Woodrow Wilson --- - and Man, H i s  Times and His Task (New York, 1924). -- ----- 
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Frank S. Melvin 
O R O I N I Z A T I O N  

Virginia State Office, National Park Service 
S T R E E T  A N D  NUMBER: 0 

Box 10008 

A s  the d e s i ~ n s t c d  Sta te  12inison f l f l icer  for the  Nu- 

llonal Historic Preservet ion  Act of 1')1,6 (Pul,lic 1 . 8 ~ ~  

R9-hh5). I herehy nominate t h i s  p r o p e r l y  for inclusion 

in the  National  R r f i s t e r  ancl ccrl i ly Lhnt it ha s  been 

evaluated according to  t h e  rr i teria end prorcrbilrcs s e t  

forth b y  the National  Perk Service.  l ' h c  recommended 

leve l  of s igni f icance  oi th is  "ommatton is :  
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I hereby cer t i fy  that t h i s  pro lar ty  la lnclu<led in the 

National  I<epiater. 
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