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1. Name 

historic Arista Hoge House (Preferred) 

andior common Kalorama Castle 

2. Location 
street & number 215 Kalorama Street CA not for publication 

Staunton city, town N/A vicinity of 

at,t, Virginia code 5 1  countv (in city) code 790 
-- - -- - - 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

.district A public 2L occupied -agriculture - museum 
1L building(s) 2 private unoccupied -commercial -park 
-structure A both -work in progress -educational X private residence 
- site Public Acquisit ion Accessible -entertainment - religious 
-object - in process 2 yes: restricted - government - scientific 

beinq considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial -transportation 
N/A - - no - military -other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name R. Bruce and Dora E. Johnson 

street& number 1318 14th Street, NW 

city, town Washington N.& vicinity of state D.C. 20005 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. City Hall; Off ice of the Clerk of the Circuit Court 
1. 

street & number 109-113 East Beverley Street 

citv. tnwn Staunton state Virginia ---,. 
6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Historic Staunton Foundation 
title Architectural Inventory has this property been determined elegible? - yes no 

date April 1976 -federal -state - county X local 

depository for survey records Historic Staunton Foundation Off ice 

ei tv  town Staunton ,tate Virginia 



- -  - -  - -  

7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent -deteriorated - unaltered X original site 
2L good - ruins 2- altered -moved date N/A 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present end original (if known) physical appearance 
SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The most impressive a spec t  of 215 Kalorama S t r e e t  is t h e  monumental and massive 
facade. Designed i n  t h e  Richardsonian Romanesque S t y l e  by l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t s  Co l l in s  and 
Hackett  i n  1891, t h e  facade  was a n  a d d i t i o n  made t o  t h e  f r o n t  of a n  o lde r  I t a l i a n a t e  
house of ca. 1882. The facade  f a c e s  south  and is  executed i n  rough-cut brownstone capped 
by a complex meta l  gable  roof .  The o l d e r  p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  r e a r  i s  of unpainted h r i c k  l a i d  
i n  American bond w i t h  a metal hipped roof .  Due t o  t h e  s lope  of t h e  l o t ,  t h e  facade addi- 
t i o n  has  two s t o r i e s  p l u s  a f u l l  basement, while  t h e  r e a r  po r t ion  has  only two s t o r i e s .  
S t r i n g  courses  of c o n t r a s t i n g  s tone  d e l i n e a t e  t h e  facade, Most o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  f i t t i n g s  
a r e  i n t a c t .  

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

A c e n t r a l  s tone  chimney bear ing  t h e  d a t e  of cons t ruc t ion  i n  Roman numerals s epa ra t e s  
t h e  f acade ' s  two bays. The s i d e  w a l l  of t h e  west bay i s  rounded i n t o  a t u r r e t  which i s  
topped by a con ica l  s l a t e  roof wi th  a f i n i a l .  Each of t h i s  bay ' s  t h r e e  s t o r i e s  has  tri- 
p l e  l / l  windows -- round-headed a t  t h e  basement l e v e l  and square-headed wi th  rec tangular  
transoms above on both  t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s .  A wrought-iron balcony wi th  an A r t  
Nouveau motif p r o j e c t s  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  window grouping. 

This s e r i e s  of t r i p l e  windows is  repeated on t h e  second f l o o r  of t h e  e a s t  bay which 
is topped by a gable  end decorated wi th  a round window and an openwork bargeboard wi th  a 
f i n i a l .  Below t h e  t r i p l e  windows i s  a huge Syr ian  arch  l ead ing  t o  t h e  main en t ry  of t h e  
house. The archway spans t h e  basement and f i r s t  l e v e l s  and has  a keystone wi th  t h e  en- 
twined i n i t i a l s  of o r i g i n a l  owner A r i s t a  Hoge. S teps  leading  up t o  t h e  f r o n t  door,  which 
i s  loca ted  on t h e  e a s t  w a l l ,  a r e  recessed under t h e  archway. The f r o n t  door landing is 
l a i d  wi th  colored t i l e s ,  and t h e  door i t s e l f  has  s ta ined-glass  panels  i n  t h e  transom and 
beveled-glass s i d e l i g h t s .  Also under t h e  a rch ,  fac ing  south ,  i s  a th ree -pa r t  window, 
c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  a manner s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  doorway; t h e  a rea  under t h i s  window i s  decorated 
wi th  f o l i a t e d  s t o n e  panels .  P i e rc ing  t h e  e a s t  w a l l  d i r e c t l y  oppos i te  t h e  door a r e  t h r e e  
open Gothic a rches  wi th  t h e  same wrought-iron A r t  Nouveau r a i l i n g s  a s  the  one used on t h e  
f r o n t  balcony. A s t o n e  chimney r i s e s  above these  a rches  on t h e  e a s t  wa l l .  

The o r i g i n a l  bu i ld ing  t o  t h e  r e a r  i s  a t y p i c a l  l a t e  19th-century b r i c k  I t a l i a n a t e  
dwelling. The o r i g i n a l  one-story porch ac ross  t h e  f r o n t  was removed when t h e  facade was 
added. Two rows of b r i c k s  form l a b e l  moldings over t h e  windows on both f l o o r s  of t h e  
remaining s i d e  w a l l s .  There is  evidence t h a t  s h u t t e r s  were once used on t h e  windows. 
Some f o l i a t e d  panels  remain i n  t h e  bracketed corn ice .  The f a r  r e a r  wing, now housing 
t h e  k i tchen ,  appears  t o  be  an e a r l y  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  o l d e r  house. This  r e a r  wing i s  two 
s t o r i e s ,  of b r i c k ,  and undecorated. Such r e a r  wings were very common t o  Staunton houses 
of a l l  per iods .  

A porch was added t o  t h e  w e s t  wal l  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  p a r t  of t h e  house i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1890s, poss ib ly  a t  t h e  same time t h a t  t h e  facade was added. This r ec t angu la r ,  one-story 
porch was e i t h e r  remodeled o r  replaced by t h e  e x i s t i n g  n e ~ J a s s i c a 1 '  porch between 1904 
and 1909. The p resen t  porch has a pro t ruding  c e n t r a l  bay wi th  pa i red  Tuscan columns. 

. Tuscan columns a r e  grouped i n  t h r e e s  a t  t h e  two corners ,  and d e n t i l s  decora te  the  co rn ice  
l i n e .  

I (See Continuat ion Sheet i/l) 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significancecheck and justify below 
- prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- 1400-1499 - archeology-historic - conservation - law -science 
- 1500-1599 -agriculture -economics - literature - sculpture 
- 1600-1699 X architecture -education military X - social/ 
- 1700-1799 - art - engineering -music humanitarian 
A 1800-1899 - commerce - explorationlsettiement -philosophy -theater 
- 1900- -communications industry - politicsigovernment - transportation 

-invention -other (specify) 

Specific dates ca. 1882 and 1891 BuilderiArchitect Col l ins  and Hackett  

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNTFICANCE 

The a r r e s t i n g  facade  of t h e  A r i s t a  Hoge House surv ives  a s  S taunton ' s  only domestic 
example of t h e  Richardsonian Romanesque S t y l e .  Commissioned i n  1891 a s  a new f r o n t  f o r  
an e a r l i e r  house, i t  i s  a l s o  among t h e  f i r s t  works of t h e  f i rm Co l l in s  and Hacket t .  1 

Formed i n  1891, t h e  f i rm l a s t e d  only t h r e e  years ,  bu t  i t s  p a r t n e r  T . J .  Co l l in s  on h i s  
own embellished t h e  c i t y  with some of i ts  f i n e s t  bui ld ings .  A r i s t a  Hoge, a l o c a l  business-  
man and pub l i c  se rvan t ,  b u i l t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  house ca .  1882; t h e  s u r p r i s i n g l y  good facade,  
which he  had Col l ins  and Hackett  add t o  i t  a decade l a t e r ,  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  swing i n  t a s t e  
from t h e  de l i cacy  of t h e  I t a l i a n a t e  t o  t h e  f i rmness of t h e  Romanesque. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

A r i s t a  Hoge founded t h e  At l a s  Insurance Agency i n  1878 and i n  1885 was appointed 
t r e a s u r e r  of t h e  c i t y  of Staunton. Reelected i n  1891, he  continued t o  se rve  a s  t r e a s u r e r  
u n t i l  h i s  dea th  i n  1923. A devoted pub l i c  se rvan t ,  Hoge a l s o  served a s  p re s iden t  of  t h e  
Thornrose Cemetery Company. Through h i s  e f f o r t s ,  t h e  handsomely landscaped cemetery was 
enhanced by many b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  p r o j e c t s .  H i s  house on Kalorama s t r e e t 2  remained i n  t h e  
Hoge family u n t i l  t h e  1970s, passing from him t o  h i s  t h r e e  sons,  Henri,  Archie,  and Frank 
i n  1923 and t o  E l i zabe th  Hoge Moffet t  i n  1933-34. Upon Mof fe t t ' s  dea th  i n  1973, t h e  house 
was so ld  by t h e  executors  of her  e s t a t e .  The p resen t  owners, who purchased t h e  house i n  
1978, have devoted much e f f o r t  t o  t h e  p rese rva t ion  of t h i s  unusual proper ty .  

With i t s  e c l e c t i c  mixture of a d d i t i o n s ,  t h e  house se rves  Staunton a s  a textbook 
example of t h e  changes i n  l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t a s t e s  and s t y l e s  a t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  century.  
The o r i g i n a l  house, a t y p i c a l  b r i c k  I t a l i a n a t e  dwell ing ( ca .  1882), received i t s  Romanesque 
facade i n  1891, a n  exuberant Queen Anne-style s i d e  porch on i t s  e a s t  e l e v a t i o n  ca .  1895, 
and a Colonial  Revival porch on t h e  west e l e v a t i o n  around 1905. No s i g n i f i c a n t  changes 
have been made t o  t h e  e x t e r i o r  s i n c e  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of t h e  l a s t  porch. The i n t e r i o r  has  
undergone some necessary modernization s i n c e  its a c q u i s i t i o n  by t h e  p resen t  owners, but  
most of t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  f a b r i c  i s  i n t a c t .  

C 
EAB 

'T.J. Co l l in s  came t o  Staunton i n  1891 and formed a pa r tne r sh ip  wi th  a M r .  Hackett  
(whose first name is not  known). Hacket t  l e f t  Staunton i n  1894 t o  begin h i s  own f i rm i n  

Roanoke. Co l l in s  continued h i s  p r a c t i c e  i n  Staunton, a t  f i r s t  a lone ,  and then wi th  h i s  
two sons a s  T.J. Co l l in s  & Sons. The f i rm i s  run  by C o l l i n s ' s  grandson today. 

2 ~ a l o r a m a  S t r e e t  was named a f t e r  t h e  o ld  Beverley Manor House (now t h e  c i t y  pub l i c  
l i b r a r y ) ,  which is adjacent  t o  t h e  r e a r  of 215 Kalorama. The name, i n  Greek, means 
"beau t i fu l  view" and was given t o  t h e  manor house by The Hon. & Mrs. Daniel Sheffey, 
r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  19 th  century.  



9. Maior Biblioaranhical References - .  - - - -  . - - 
Frazier, William T. "T.J. Collins: A Local Virginia Architect and His Practice at the Turn 

of the Century." M.A. Thesis, University of Virginia, 1976. 
Herr, Mrs. Betty, City Clerk of Staunton, Va. Interview. 

(See Continuation Sheet bl) 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property Lot averages 60' x 140' 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 
UMT References 
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Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and  just i f icat ion Beginning at a point on N side of ~alorama Street, 
about 120' E of intersection with S. Market St.; thence extending about 140' N to S side of 
Kalorama Alley; thence about 60' E along alley; thence about 140' S to >I side of Kalorama St. 
thence about 60' W to point of origin. BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: The bounds have been drawn 

ee contlnuatlon Sheet 
Lis t  a l l  s tates a n d  count ies for  propert ies overlapping s ta te  o r  county boundaries CS 

// 1 ) 
state N/ A code county N/A code 

state N/ A code county N/ A code 

(1) Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Statt 
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor Street, Richmond, Va. 23219 

nameltitle (2) Elizabeth A. Bray, Administrative Assistant (804) 786-3144 

organiratlon Historic S taunton Foundation, Inc. date June 1981; April 1982 

street & number P .  0. Box 2534 telephone (703) 585-7676 

c i t ~  or town Staunton state Virginia 24401 
-.-, -- ~ ~- 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification - - - - - - - - - - - -  - 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national z state - local 
n 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 69- 
6651. 1 herebv nominate this oro~ertv for inclusion in Reqister and certify that it has been evaluated 

I 
accb;rding tdthe crlteria and'prdced;res set 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

H. Bryan Mitchell, Executive DirGctor // l l n v  I n 
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7.  Descr ip t ion  -- A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Analysis 

The two-story porch on t h e  e a s t  w a l l  was b u i l t  between 1894 and 1899. This s i d e  
porch, much more e l a b o r a t e  than t h a t  on t h e  west w a l l ,  has wooden f i l i g r e e  work and a 
magnificent f a n  wi th  a d j u s t a b l e  louvres .  

The e n t r y  h a l l  l eads  t o  an antechamber on t h e  l e f t  and t h e  l i v i n g  room s t r a i g h t  
ahead. The antechamber i s  now used a s  an o f f i c e ;  i t  has  a  parquet  f l o o r  of va r ious  
hardwoods and a p a i r  of doors  wi th  etched-glass panels .  A room of unusual propor t ions ,  
t h e  l i v i n g  room has  a  curved wa l l  on t h e  f a r  s i d e ,  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  round t u r r e t  bay on 
t h e  e x t e r i o r .  Other unique f e a t u r e s  a r e  the  v e r t i c a l  louvred s h u t t e r s  on t h e  t r i p l e  
windows and a huge, round r a d i a t o r  cover of i n t r i c a t e  p ierced  b ras s .  The oak mantel 
has a  beveled mir ror  i n  t h e  overmantel. There a r e  pressed-metal c e i l i n g  moldings i n  
t h e  cen te r  of both t h e  l i v i n g  room and t h e  en t rance  h a l l .  

A p a i r  of pocket doors  l eads  back i n t o  t h e  p a r l o r  which i s  loca ted  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
1882 house. This room has a  s imple mantel of n a t u r a l  oak and a smal l  s ta ined-glass  panel  
i n  the  transom of t h e  door t o  t h e  porch. Beyond t h e  p a r l o r  a r e  t h e  d in ing  room, wi th  i t s  
mantel wi th  Colonial  Revival i n f luences ,  and t h e  k i t chen  which is  loca ted  i n  t h e  f a r  r e a r  
wing. 

The main s t a i r c a s e  is  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  p a r l o r  and i s  o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  1882 house. 
The newel p o s t  and turned b a l u s t e r s  a r e  of n a t u r a l  walnut,  and t h e  s t a i r  t r eads  and 
f l o o r s  i n  t h i s  h a l l  and t h e  u p s t a i r s  a r e  random-width pine.  The f l o o r s  i n  the  r e s t  of 
t h e  house a r e  e i t h e r  narrow tongue-and-groove oak o r  r egu la r  p ine  f loo r ing .  

Ups ta i r s ,  i n  t h e  f a r  r e a r  a d d i t i o n ,  a r e  two bedrooms and a ba th ,  connected by an 
enclosed porch t h a t  s e rves  a s  a  h a l l .  In  t h e  1882 s e c t i o n  a r e  a  bathroom and two l a r g e r  
bedrooms wi th  s imple mantels.  The f r o n t  s e c t i o n  has a  smal l  bedroom with narrow t r i p l e  
windows and a f i r e p l a c e  of marbleized s l a t e ,  decorated wi th  t i l e s  i n  e a r t h  c o l o r s .  The 
l a r g e  master bedroom i s ,  l i k e  t h e  l i v i n g  room d i r e c t l y  below it,  oval  and has  t r i p l e  
windows. A r a t h e r  s t a r t l i n g  f e a t u r e  of t h i s  room i s  t h e  marble s l a b ,  carved wi th  b i b l i c a l  
quota t ions  from t h e  books of Cor in th ians ,  imbedded i n t o  t h e  curved w a l l  between two 
windows. 

EAB 

t 
9. B i b l i o g r a p h i ~ a l  References 

Staunton Tax and Deed Records. Ci ty  Ha l l ;  Of f i ce  of t h e  Clerk of t h e  C i r c u i t  Court,  
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10. Geographical Data- -  Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

t o  co inc ide  wi th  those  of t h e  c i t y  l o t  on which t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  s i t u a t e d :  Staunton City 
Assessor ' s  Map 376, Lot G-3. 




