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/ &J DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

&UNALTERED X-ORIGINALSITE 
-ALTERED -MOVED D A T E  

DESCRIBE T H E  PRESENTAND OHlGlNAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Music Bui lding d i s p l a y s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of s e v e r a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
s t y l e s .  E s s e n t i a l l y  domest ic  Chateauesque i n  na ture ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  has  
many Richardsonian Romanesque f e a t u r e s  a s  w e l l  a s  c l a s s i c a l  d e t a i l i n g .  

A drama t i c  h i l l t o p  i s  t h e  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h i s  %-story,  3-bay s t r u c t u r e  
of buf f -co lored  b r i c k  and rough-cut s t o n e .  The s l a t e  complex h ip  roo f  i s  
i n t e r r u p t e d  by dormers, p r o j e c t i n g  bays and a  round tower and i s  l i b e r -  
a l l y  deco ra t ed  w i t h  f i n i a l s  and c r e s t i n g .  S t r i n g  courses  of rough-cut 
s tone  d e l i n e a t e  t h e  s t o r i e s ;  rough-cut s t o n e  i s  a l s o  t h e  m a t e r i a l  used 
f o r  : the- 1-5nte.l.s and . founda t ion . .  Fhe' e x t e r i o r  .brickwork i s  Paid'  i n  
s t r e t c h e r  bond. The f o u r  deco ra t ed  b r i c k  chimneys have e l a b o r a t e l y  
c o r b e l l e d  caps.. With excep t ions  t o  be noted below, t h e  f e n e s t r a t i o n  
thrciughbdt: i s  sqbare-headed w i t h  1/1 l i g h t s .  

The deco ra t ed  m o d i l l i o n  b locks  i n  t h e  main corn ice  a r e  r epea t ed  i n  
t h e  porch c o r n i c e  and t h a t  of  t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  bay window. The main f r i e z e  
has a  f o l i a t e d  s c r o l l  de s ign  which is i n t e r r u p t e d  by b r i c k  c o r b e l l i n g  i n  
t h e  c e n t r a l  bay of t h e  f a c a d e .  

The 1 - s t o r y  porch  beg ins  a t  t h e  f r o n t  en t r ance  i n  t h e  f a c a d e ' s  
I 

c e n t r a l  bay and wraps around t h e  house t o  t h e  l e f t ,  f o l l owing  i t s  con tou r s ,  
u n t i l  i t  ends a t  t h e  conse rva to ry  i n  t h e  s o u t h  e l e v a t r o n .  Grouped Compo- 
s i t e  columns on s t o n e  p e d e s t a l s  f l a n k  t h e  entryway. The p a n e l l e d  and 
g l a s s  f r o n t  door  has s i d e  l i g h t s  and a  transom and i s  r e c e s s e d  i n t o  a  

/ Romanesque archway w i t h  a  f o l i a t e d  keystone.  

I 
I 

The l e f t  bay of t h e  f acade  c o n s i s t s  of a  3 -s to ry  round tower a t  t h e  
co rne r  of t h e  house. Molded b r i c k  pane l s  s e p a r a t e  t h e  t h i r d - s t o r y  
openings under which a r e  p l a c e d  f o l i a t e d  d e c o r a t i v e  pane l s .  The tower  
has a  c o r b e l l e d  c o r n i c e  and a  c o n i c a l r o o f  topped by a  f i n i a l .  On t h e  
second f l o o r  of t h e  p r o j e c t i n g  c e n t r a l  en t r ance  bay, a  s t o n e  mul l ion 
s e p a r a t e s  t h r e e  narrow windows from t h r e e  s m a l l  square  ones above. A 
c o r b e l l e d  c o r n i c e ,  l i k e  t h a t  i n  t h e  tower,  s e p a r a t e s  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  
which f e a t u r e s  a  gab led  dormer w i t h  a  pediment con ta in ing  a  deco ra t ed  
pane l  i n  t h e  tympanum. Th i s  dormer i s  a c t u a l l y  an  open g a l l e r y  w i t h  
t h r e e  s tone-bordered Romanesque a r c h e s .  Th i s  bay i s  topped by a  f i n i a l .  

I The r i g h t  bay i s ,  by f a r ,  t h e  s imp les t  of t h e  t h r e e .  On t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  
I a  1 - s t o r y ,  3 -pa r t  bay window w i t h  modi l l ion  blocks  i n  t h e  c o r n i c e  

p r o j e c t s  below two p l a i n  second-s tory  windows. I n  t h e  t h i r d  s t o r y  i s  
a  gabled dormer w i t h  a  round-headed window. 

I n t e r i o r :  The f l o o r  p l a n  c o n s i s t s  of a  huge c e n t r a l  e n t r y  h a l l ,  
f l anked  by two rooms on e i t h e r  s i d e ,  l e a d i n g  t o  a  broad, p a n e l l e d  s t a i r -  
ca se .  Three of t h e s e  rooms open on to  t h e  h a l l  through s e t s  of elabo- 
r a t e l y  carved,  mul t i -pane l led  double pocket  doors .  The f o u r t h  room i s  
an  open r e c e p t i o n  a r e a  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  h a l l  by a  r i c h l y  carved 
spindlework a r c h .  Besides t h e  f o u r  main rooms, t h e r e  i s  a  s t u d y  which 
opens on to  t h e  conse rva to ry .  The s e r v i c e  a r e a  i s  l o c a t e d  behind t h e  
s t a i r c a s e  acd has  i t s  own a c c e s s  and back s t a i r s .  

i (See C a n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet bl) 
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-COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY -POLITICSlGOVERNMENT -OTHER ISPECIFYI 

J N V E N T I O N  

SPECIFIC DATES 1899-1900 BUILOER/ARCHITECT T . J. C o l l i n s  

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

T h i s -  s t r u c t . u , r q l . ~ s  d,e~igned, ,by,  >o.cal a,qchitect, . ,T..  J.,. C o l l i n s ,  a s  ,.a ... 
r e s idence  f o r  t h e  C.  W.  M i l l e r  f ami ly  and completed 1899-1900. I n  1934, 
J u l i a '  Spa ld ing  purchased t h e  house from t h e  M i l l e r  e s t a t e .  She s o l d  i t  
t o  Wilmar S ~ h m i d t ( ~ r o f e s s o r  of  music a t  Mary Baldwin Col lege  from 1908 to: 
1936) i n  1936. Schmidt s o l d  t h e  house t o  t h e  c o l l e g e  i n  1941. It i s  
now used f o r  music c l a s s e s .  

The s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  l i e s  c h i e f l y  i n  two a r e a s :  t h a t  
i t  i s  i n  remarkable o r i g i n a l  c o n d i t i o n  and t h a t  i t  i s  S t a u n t o n ' s  be s t  
example of t h e  domes t ic  Chateauesque s t y l e  of  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

With t h e  excep t ion  of t h e  removal of t h e  c o n s e r v a t o r y t s  g l a s s  
enc losu re ,  t h e  e x t e r i o r  i s  s t i l l  i d a n t i c a l  t o  C o l l i n s '  drawings of t h e  
des ign .  I n s i d e ,  t h e  on ly  change has  been t h e  placement of a  - t i l e  f l o o r  
over  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  hardwood f l o o r s .  

The i n t e r i o r  woodwork'was des igned by t h e  a r c h i t e c t  and i s  made 
of golden oak.  The f i r s t  f l o o r  abounds i n  r i c h  ornament and d e c o r a t i o n  
such a s  d e l i c a t e  s p i n d l e  a r c h e s ,  ' p a n e l l e d  ~.vainscoting and s t a i n s d - g l a s s  
windows.. The second f l o o r ,  w!lile no t  s o  l a v i s h ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  possesses  
ornamental  woodwork and s e v e r a l  u n 3 ~ s u a l ' m a n t e l p i e c e s .  

The Mary Baldwin Col lege  Music Bul ld ing  s t a n d s  a s  a l o c a l  monument 
t o  t h e  opulen t  t a s t e s  of tu rn-of - the-cen tury  e c l e c t i c  movement. 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION 

Throughout t h e  main l i v i n g  a r e a  of t h e  house t h e  woodwork i s  of 
golden oak,  a l t hough  va r ious  f i n i s h e s  have been used i n  t h e  rooms. 
Custom-designed by t h e  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  t h e  house, t h e  e l a b o r a t e  i n t e r i o r  
woodwork and o t h e r  d e t a i l i n g  echoes t h e  f a n c i f u l  e x t e r i o r  des ign .  
The broad,  p a n e l l e d  s t a i r c a s e  i s  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  of t h e  main l i v i n g  
a r e a .  It dominates t h e  c e n t r a l  hallway where t h e r e  a r e  two sp ind led  
a r c h e s  a s  w e l l  a s  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  windows. A l l  t h e  rooms on t h e  main 
l e v e l  have p a n e l l e d  wainsco t ing  and mante lp ieces  of unusua l ly  high 
p r o p o r t i o n s ;  some of t h e  mantels  have c l a s s i c a l  mot i f s .  

V l F  
6 .  REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) Virginia Historic Landmarks Comission Survey 
1972 State  
Virginia Historic  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor Street  
Richmond, Virginia 23219 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Verbal Boundary Description-210 North New Street 
Legal Description - City Engineer's Map #3@, 1958. Block P, Lot Mary 
Baldwin College 13. 




