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state code 5 1  county code 

Ownership 

private 

StatusCategory Present Use 

district occupied -agriculture museum 


X unoccupied commercial park 

structure bath in progress educational 
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o b j e c t  in process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
A no other: ice 
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7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
H excellent -deteriorated unaltered X orioinal .it. - - . . =. . . - . - . . - 
- good -ruins - altered -moved date N /A 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION - 

B u i l t  a t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  century i n  an a r e a  then loca ted  o u t s i d e  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s ,  
Breezy H i l l  is s i t u a t e d  on a  g e n t l y  s loping  l o t  on t h e  west s i d e  of North Augusta S t r e e t .  
This  impressive r e s idence  combines elements of t h e  Queen. Anne and Shingle  s t y l e s  i n t o  a  
des ign  t h a t  i s  unique i n  t h i s  a rea .  The three-s tory ,  two-bay house i s  cons t ruc ted  of lime- 
s tone ,  f i e l d s t o n e ,  and pa t te rned  sh ing le s .  The e a r t h  co lo r s  and m a t e r i a l s  blend we l l  w i th  
t h e  surrounding landscape. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

Set  upon a foundat ion of coursed l imestone,  t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  of Breezy H i l l  is of 
uncoursed f i e l d s t o n e ,  a s  is t h e  second s t o r y  of t h e  t u r r e t  bay. The remainder of t h e  
second and t h i r d  s t o r i e s  i s  covered wi th  f i s h s c a l e  sh ing le s  s e t  i n  an imbricated p a t t e r n .  
The sh ing le s  have never been pa in ted  and have weathered t o  a  warm brown co lo r .  

The two main bays of t h e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  a r e  a t u r r e t  on t h e  south  and a p ro jec t ing  
gable on t h e  nor th .  The complex gable  roof i s  i n t e r r u p t e d  by round-headed dormers, s tone  
chimneys, t h e  rounded t u r r e t ,  and p r o j e c t i n g  gable  ends. The dormers have diamond-shaped 
sh ing le s  i n  t h e  a rches  above t h e  openings. The t u r r e t  o r i g i n a l l y  had a  bell-shaped roof 
which has  been removed due t o  s t r u c t u r a l  problems. 

The second and t h i r d  s t o r i e s  a r e  separa ted  by a  wide, p l a i n  corn ice- l ike  b e l t  course. 
A one-story veranda wraps around t h r e e  s i d e s  of t h e  house and te rminates  i n  a  porte-cochere 
p ro jec t ing  from t h e  south  e l eva t ion .  The veranda has  coupled I o n i c  columns and a ba lus t r ade  
wi th  a  l a t t i c e - s t y l e  r a i l i n g .  A wide f l i g h t  of s t e p s  leading  t o  t h e  main en t r ance  is lo-  
ca ted  i n  t h e  cen te r  of t h e  f r o n t  veranda; another  s e t  of s t e p s  l e a d s  up from under t h e  
porte-cochere. 

Fenes t r a t ion  throughout i s  var ied  and r e f l e c t s  t h e  complex i n t e r i o r  f l o o r  p lan .  
There a r e  s i n g l e ,  double, and t r i p l e  windows, s i n g l e  windows with s i d e l i g h t s ,  and two 
Pa l l ad ian  windows wi th  vousso i r s  and keystones i n  t h e  t u r r e t ' s  second s t o r y .  The major i ty  
of windows have 111 l i g h t s  w i th  leaded g l a s s  i n  t h e  upper sash.  

The main en t r ance  i s  loca ted  i n  t h e  t u r r e t  bay and c o n s i s t s  of a  s i n g l e  door wi th  a  
beveled-glass c e n t r a l  panel .  To t h e  l e f t  of t h e  door,  two rec t angu la r  leaded-glass windows 
i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  s ta i rway i n s i d e  t h e  t u r r e t .  To t h e  r i g h t  i s  a  round-headed, elongated leaded- 

g l a s s  window. 

On t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  much of t h e  d e t a i l i n g  found throughout t h e  main f l o o r  i s  introduced 
i n  t h e  foyer .  Door and window openings f e a t u r e  a n  a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  and d e n t i l  molding. 
There a r e  high baseboards, paneled wainscoting, and c h a i r  r a i l s ;  a l l  of t h e  trimwork is of 
t h e  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  worlunanship. On t h e  l e f t  of t h e  foyer  is an open, ha l f - turn ,  paneled 
s t a i r c a s e  wi th  turned b a l u s t e r s  and s o l i d  mahogany p o s t s  and handra i l .  The newel pos t s  
f e a t u r e  c l a s s i c a l  d e t a i l i n g .  

(See Continuat ion Sheet 81) 



8. - Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
X 1800-1899 

1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning -landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation -law -science 
-agriculture -economics - literature -sculpture 
1Lz architecture -education -military A social1 
-art - engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce - explorationisettlement - philosophy -theater 
-communications - industry - politicsigovernment - transportation 

-invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1896-1909 BuilderlArchitect T.  J . collins 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEIIENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The p r o s p e r i t y  of Staunton 's  "boom" yea r s  a t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  century  i s  w e l l  r e f l e c t e d  
i n  Breezy H i l l ,  one of t h e  most ambitious of t h e  l a r g e  houses of t h e  period s c a t t e r e d  through 
t h e  c i t y .  This  rambling suburban v i l l a  of some t h i r t y  rooms is a knowing blending of t h e  
Queen Anne and Shingle  s t y l e s ,  l a t e  V ic to r i an  modes promulgated by t h e  n a t i o n ' s  wealthy 
c l a s ses .  Conbining func t iona l  pianning and modern comforts wi th  s o l i d ,  l i v e l y ,  y e t  informal 
a r c \ l t e c t u r e ,  s u c : ~  houses a r s  a uniquely American product.  Begui~ ca .  1396 and colilpleted i n  
1909, Breezy H i l l  is t h e  work of T . J .  Co l l in s ,  t h e  c i t y ' s  leading  a r c h i t e c r  f o r  s e v e r a l  
decades. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Breezy H i l l  was b u i l t  over a period of yea r s  a t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  century under the  
supervis ion  of owner M r s .  Thomas P.  Grasty. The house was designed by a r c h i t e c t  T . J .  Col l ins  
whose dracrLngs f o r  t h e  foundat ion and two out'buildings were found i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h i s  l o c a l  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i r z ~ .  According t o  Collins 's grandson, who s t i l l  runs t h e  f i rm,  i l rs .  Grasty 
kept Co l l in s  occupied f o r  some yea r s  because of h e r  changes t o  t h e  design.  The e x t e r i o r  
f a b r i c ,  wi th  t h e  except ion  of t h e  l o s s  of tile bell-shaped t u r r e t  roof (wllich t h e  present  
owners p lan  t o  r e s t o r e ) ,  i s  e n t i r e l y  o r i g i n a l ;  a photograph dated about 1914 bears  out  t h i s  
f a c t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  :he o r l g i n a l  outbui ld ings  reinain on t h e  s loping ,  landscaped l o t .  A l -  
though t h e  house has been adapted t o  new uses ,  most of t h e  i n t e r i o r  woodwork, mantels ,  and 
leaded g l a s s  a r e  i n t e c t .  

Breezy H i l l  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  more than i ts  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i n g u l a r i t y  and o r i g i n a l  
condi t ion .  When H a t t i e  Grasty su f fe red  a s t r o k e  i n  1925, she  rented t h e  house t o  a Mrs. 
McGowan who r a n  i t  a s  t h e  Breezy H i l l  Inn u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1930s. Famous evange l i s t  B i l l y  
Sunday and h i s  entourage s tayed  a t  t h e  i n n  dur ing  t h e i r  1925 v i s i t  t o  Staunton. K r s .  Grasty 
died i n  1931, and t h e  proper ty  was purchased two yea r s  l a t e r  by her  daughter  Plary Grasty Be l l  
and her  husband, Richard P. Be l l ;  t h e  B e l l s  were then and a r e  now a very prominent Staunton 
family . 

I n  1946 t h e  Grasty h e i r s  so ld  t h e  e s t a t e  t o  t h e  Norfolk Creosoting Company. When t h e  
company was d isso lved  i n  1949, i ts p res iden t  and owner, M r .  Edwin F. Conger, purchased t h e  
property.  I n  t h e  thir ty-odd yea r s  t h a t  Conger l i v e d  i n  t h e  house, he was known a s  one of 
t h e  most generous benefac tors  i n  Staunton. He gave l a r g e  sums t o  the  Staunton YMCA and 
served on i ts  Board of D i rec to r s  f o r  many years .  He a l s o  gave an endowment t o  t h e  Woodrow 
Wilson B i r thp lace  Foundation. To many Stauntonians,  Breezy H i l l  w i l l  always be known a s  
t h e  Conger House. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet  #2) 
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9. Major Bibliographicas References 
B e l l ,  Mrs. Thomas Grasty. Interview. 
King, D r .  and Mrs. J. Darwin. Interview. 
Staunton Tax and Deed Xecords. C i ty  E a l l ;  Of f i ce  of the  Clerk of t h e  C i r c u i t  Court, Staunton. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name 

UMT References 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 2 L n h  

Au 1616191019101 / 4 1 2 1 2 i 5 1 1  13101 
Zone Easting Northing 

" W U L J - L d J d  Zone Easting 
Northing 

-- 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and  just i f icat ion Beginning a t  a po in t  on NW s i d e  of N .  Augusta S t . ,  
about 150' NE of i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  Grasty S t . ;  thence extending about 310' NW t o  SE s i d e  of 
Overlook Rd. ;  thence about 380' NE; thence about  170' SE; thence about 100' SW; thence about 
150' SE t o  NW s i d e  of N. Augusta S t . ;  thence about 320' SW along s a i d  s i d e  t o  po in t  of o r i g i n .  

Lis t  a l l  s ta tes  and  count ies for  propert ies overlapping s ta te  or county boundaries C S e e  Sheet '' 
state N/A code county N/ A code 

state N/ A code county N/ A code 
i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Gommissron S ta t f -  1 1 Form Prepared By 'l' : i rginia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 

221 Governor S t . ,  Richmond, VA 23219; ( 8 0 4 m 6 - 3 1 4  
nameititle (2) El izabeth  A. Bray - Administrat ive Ass i s t an t  

June 19811 
organization H i s t o r i c  Staunton Foundation date January 1982 

street & number P - O .  2534 telephone (703) 885-7676 

Staunton state Virg in ia  city or town 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
- - 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-national 
X 

-. state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 

k 665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusio ional Register and certify that i t  has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fort 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 
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7.  Descr ip t ion  

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Analysis  

The c l a s s i c a l  mo t i f s  a r e  repeated elsewhere, a s  i n  t h e  two columns with composite 
c a p i t a l s  f l ank ing  t h e  opening i n t o  t h e  f r o n t  p a r l o r  on t h e  r i g h t .  A l l  t h e  mantels  on t h i s  
f l o o r  a r e  d i f f e r e n t .  The s imple,  curved mantel i n  t h e  f r o n t  p a r l o r  i s  topped by a  beveled- 
g l a s s  mir ror  w i th  beaded t r i m ;  t h e  surround and hea r th  a r e  covered wi th  ivory-colored t i l e s .  
The two middle rooms, formerly t h e  l i v i n g  and d in ing  rooms, have been s l i g h t l y  a l t e r e d  by 
t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a  w a l l  which forms a hallway between t h e  two rooms, now used a s  d o c t o r ' s  
off i c e s .  

The d o c t o r ' s  p r i v a t e  o f f i c e  has  a  f i n e l y  proportioned mantel w i th  a t t ached ,  f l u t e d  
columns topped by Egyptian-style  c a p i t a l s .  The f r i e z e  has  a  r a i s e d  c e n t r a l  panel and two 
s i d e  panels  w i th  urn mot i fs ;  t h e  panels  a r e  separa ted  by garland swags. The a r c h i t r a v e  

surround is decorated wi th  a t a lon - l ike  t r i m  wi th  acanthus l eaves  f ea tu red  on t h e  mantel 
s h e l f .  

Across t h e  h a l l ,  t h e  mantel is supported by elongated consoles  wi th  acanthus leaves 
The c e n t r a l  panel  i n  t h e  f r i e z e  has two g r i f f i n s  f l ank ing  a  flaming p l i n t h ;  t h e  r a i s e d  
s i d e  panels  a r e  decorated wi th  l y r e s .  Other d e t a i l i n g  is a l s o  c l a s s i c a l l y  in sp i r ed .  

The remaining f i r s t - f l o o r  rooms a r e  much simpler .  The s e r v i c e  h a l l ,  b u t l e r ' s  pant ry ,  

and k i t chen  have narrow tongue-and-groove wainscot ing.  A wal l  has been added around t h e  

back s ta i rway i n  order  t o  comply w i t h  codes f o r  t h e  apartments on t h e  upper f l o o r s .  

I n  t h e  apartments  above, t h e  o r i g i n a l  bedrooms have been converted i n t o  s i x  apartments,  
a l l  of vary ing  s i z e s .  This  arrangement has  meant, of course,  some changes, but  a l l  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  w a l l s  and d i v e r s e  room shapes have been r e t a ined  wherever poss ib l e .  

The ou tbu i ld ings  on t h e  grounds a r e  i n t a c t  and wel l  maintained. A small  s to rage  shed 
of board-and-batten has  a  gable  roof wi th  shingled ends. The 1%-story, board-and-batten 
c a r r i a g e  house, now a  garage, has  gable  ends and dormers covered wi th  t h e  same f i s h s c a l e  
sh ing le s  a s  on t h e  main house. D i rec t ly  t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  main house is a  whimsical bui ld-  
ing c a l l e d  t h e  "Doll House." This  c o t t a g e  and t h e  c a r r i a g e  house a r e  t h e  two outbui ld ings  
f o r  which p lans  were found a t  t h e  o f f i c e  of a r c h i t e c t s  T.J. Co l l in s  & Son. Also of board- 
and-batten, t h e  "Doll House" f e a t u r e s  an overhanging t e n t  roof wi th  a  f i n i a l  supported by 
unplaned p o s t s  from which t h e  ba rb  has been removed. The narrow, round-headed windows have 
111 l i g h t s .  

Flanking t h e  main d r i v e  t h a t  f r o n t s  onto Augusta S t r e e t  a r e  two e n t r y  pos t s ;  l imestone 
wa l l s  a l s o  f r o n t  t h e  proper ty  l i n e .  I n  t h e  back of t h e  house a r e  a  smal l  s tone  p a t i o  and 
s tone  s t e p s  leading  up t o  t h e  r e a r  garden. 



United States Department of the Interior f .. . . .".- -..,$: ,.- .*? 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service . -7"y.y 

For HCRS use only; ;..',>; ': ;<.: 
i ." . . ,  . :';,.:.,:'..;i: 

National Register of Historic Places ..-. . ..., . . . :. . , . ,4,r.,A.;i.? '..,;,,. ,%. ., - , :. : : A) .! 

Inventory-Nomination Form .v .,,, ;:.,. r a .  , ~-.' -1 date entered. "'3: . , .&g&',Z. 
. 

HKEEZY HILL, CITY OF STAUSTOY, VA .-.-,,.A& 

Continuation sheet 1!2 Item number 8. 10 Paae 1 

8.  S ign i f i cance  

H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

Af ter  Conger's dea th  i n  1976, D r .  and Mrs. J.  Darwin King bought t h e  e s t a t e .  The 
Kings have adapted t h e  grac ious  home i n t o  a n  o f f i c e  f o r  D r .  King's or thodont ic  p r a c t i c e  
on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The upper two f l o o r s  have been made i n t o  s i x  apartments.  Wherever 
poss ib l e ,  t h e  Kings have gone t o  g r e a t  lengths  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d e t a i l i n g  and a rch i -  
t e c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  of Breezy H i l l .  

EAB 

10. Geographical Data 

Boundary Descr ip t ion  

Assessor 's  Map 310, Lot A-3; Deed Book 212, p.63, 3130177, C i ty  of Staunton. 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

The bounds have been drawn t o  encompass t h e  three-acre t r a c t  inc luding  t h e  main 
house, a s t o r a g e  shed, t h e  c a r r i a g e  house, t h e  "Doll House," and gardens. 






