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Glcbe Church l i e s  above t h e  west  fo rk  of  Benne t t ' s  Creek about  
hali: a mi l e  e a s t  of Dr ive r  on Route 337 i n  Nansemond County. The b r i c k  
r e c t ~ n g u l a r  bu i ld ing  i s  covered by a n ine teen th  century  gable  roof w i t h  
wooden pedimented gable  ends,  and measures 48 '6" X 25'4". A modern one- 
s t o r y  gable  roof  a d d i t i o n  a d j o i n s  t h e  church on t h e  n o r t h  by a breezeway, 
and a small  v e s t i n g  room made from the  b r i c k s  of a n  e a r l y  but  n o t  o r i g i n a l  
no r th  wing has been added on t h e  west .  The church ' s  eas t -wes t  o r i e n t a t i o r  
has  been changed; t h e  chancel  i s  now i n  t h e  west end. The w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  
i n  Flemish bond wi th  glazed headers  above t h e  bevel led  water  t a b l e  and 
English bond below. Rubbed b r i c k  sugges ts  quoins a t  t h e  co rne r s  and marks 
jambs of windows. The windows a r e  topped w i t h  b r i c k  segmental a r c h e s ,  and 
a r e  f i t t e d  w i t h  n i n e t e e n t h  century  colored  g l a s s .  Queen c l o s e r s  a r e  
employed a t  t h e  c o r n e r s ,  bu t  occur i r r e g u l a r l y  a t  the  windows and doorways. 
There has been ex tens ive  r e p a i r  and r e p o i n t i n g  of  the  w a l l s ,  due i n  p a r t  t o  
the  removal of  t h e  n o r t h  wing i n  1856. The windows and doorways have been 
a l t e r e d  f r e q u e n t l y ,  b u t a t p r e s e n t  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  windows on t h e  south ,  two 
on the  n o r t h  and one sma l l  window high  i n  t h e  west  wa l l .  The l a r g e  windows 
have been lowered a t  t h e  s i l l s .  A segmental a r c h  surmounts t h e  marble 
plaque and l i n t e l  over  t h e  e a s t  doorway. The n o r t h  doorway and t h e  doorwa) 
i n t o  t h e  v e s t i n g  room a r e  twen t i e th  cen tu ry  f ea tu res .  The church ' s  
i n t e r i o r  r e t a i n s  no o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c .  At p re sen t  t h e  r a i s e d  chancel  l i e s  i r  
the  west  end of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a door t o  t h e  v e s t i n g  room opening behind 
the  Gothic a l t a r  s c reen .  A small v e s t i b u l e  w i t h  a room on e i t h e r  s i d e  and 
d iv ided  from t h e  sanc tua ry  by a tongue-and-groove p a r t i t i o n  i s  loca ted  undel 
the  g a l l e r y  i n  t h e  e a s t  end. The w a l l s  and t h e  segmental ly arched c e i l i n g  
a r e  panel led  w i t h  d i agona l  tongue-and-groove board. There is g r a i n i n g  on 
t h e  west  door frame and marbel iz ing  on t h e  baseboard. 
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Seventeenth Century Nansemond County was d iv ided  i n t o  t h r e e  pa r i shes .  
The predecessor  of the  p resen t  Glebe Church, b u i l t  around 1643, was t h e  
p a r i s h  church of  t h e  East  o r  Lower Pa r i sh .  Lower P a r i s h  and Chuckatuck 
P a r i s h  were un i t ed  i n t o  Suf fo lk  P a r i s h  i n  1725, a s  they could n o t  con t inue  
t o  suppor t  s e p a r a t e  m i n i s t r i e s  and v e s t r i e s .  

On account  of d i s s e n s i o n  w i t h i n  the  p a r i s h ,  i t  was necessary  t o  take 
the  ma t t e r  of a  new church i n  t h e  former Lower P a r i s h  a r e a  t o  t h e  Vi rg in i a  
Council .  The Council  i n  1737 decided t h a t  because of  ' I . .  . the  ruinous 
c o n d i t i o n  of the  Church b u i l t . .  . i n  t h e  p a r t  formerly c a l l e d  t h e  lower 
p a r i s h , "  i t  was "...Resolved and Agreed t o  b u i l d  a  new Brick Church. ..." 
The new church,  t h e  p resen t  Glebe Church, w a s  e r e c t e d  i n  1737-1738, and 
appa ren t ly  was regarded a s  t h e  p a r i s h  church of  Suffo lk  P a r i s h ,  and was 
o r i g i n a l l y  known a s  Bennet t ' s  Creek Church. I n  1759, t h e  church was 
enlarged  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a  no r th  wing. The church was a l s o  o u t f i t t e d  
w l t h  a  n o r t h  g a l l e r y  as we l l  a s  w i t h  a  p r i v a t e  hanging pew i n  t h e  sou theas t  1 At t h e  beginning of  t h e  Revolut ionary War, t h e  congregat ion,  when 
confronted by t h e  Reverend John Agnew w i t h  t h e  s i n  of  d i s l o y a l t y ,  ordered 
t h e  m i n i s t e r  t o  l e a v e  t h e  p u l p i t  and never  r e t u r n .  Agnew l e f t  and l a t e r  

t 
I 

became t h e  reg imenta l  chap la in  of t h e  Queen's Rangers. 
I 

Af t e r  t h e  Dises tab l i shment  ,   en nett I s  Creek Church r e t a i n e d  i t s  g lebe  / 
l ands  on t h e  grounds t h a t  they had been a p r i v a t e  donat ion  t o  t h e  church 
and n o t  purchased by t h e  v e s t r y .  Since t h a t  t ime,  i t  has been known a s  

I Glebe Church. The t h r e e  hundred a c r e  g lebe  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  
! Nansemond River  i s  s t i l l  church proper ty ,  and t h e  income from i t  i s  shared 
1 by Glebe and nearby Chuckatuck (St .  John ' s )  Churches. The abandoned churc 

t o  r e p a i r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and t o  add t h e  v e s t i n g  room. The church was r e -  
o r i e n t e d  a t  t h i s  t ime,  and a g a l l e r y  added i n  t h e  e a s t .  

Glebe Church su rv ives  as one of  two c o l o n i a l  churches remaining i n  
Nansemond County. Because i t  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l . G l e b e  l ands ,  t h e  

I 
was i n  r u i n s  u n t i l  1856, when t h e  n o r t h  wing was removed and t h e  briclc usedl 

1 I 
church is a n  important  h i s t o r i c  r a r i t y .  Although a l t e r e d ,  t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  
noted f o r  i ts  f i n e  c o l o n i a l  brickwork. 

I 
1 G.H. 
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A s  the designated State Liaison Off icer  for the Na- . 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89.665). I hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

i n  the National Register and cerlify that i t  h a s  been 

evaluarrd according to the  criteria and p r o c e d r e s  s e t  

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level oI significance of this nom~nation is: 
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National Register. 
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