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The Francis  Land House, known i n  recent  years  a s  Rose Hal l ,  s t ands  on an 
open t r a c t  about 200 yards sou th  o f  t h e  h ighly  commercialized V i r g i n i a  Beach 
Boulevard. I n  f r o n t  of t h e  house a r e  seve ra l  l a r g e  t r e e s  and the  remnants 
of a  garden. 

The house i s  a  five-bay, one-and-one-half-story, gambrel-roofed bu i ld ing  s e t  
on a  h igh  basement. I ts  wa l l s  a r e  of b r i c k  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond with rubbed 
and gauged jack arches. A t  each end a r e  b r i c k  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys wi th  
corbeled caps. A l l  o f  t h e  windows have been widened s e v e r a l  inches.  They 
and t h e  dormers now have a r c h i t r a v e  frames and six-over-six sash. A modil- 
l i o n  cornice ,  pedimented door hood, paneled s h u t t e r s ,  and a  Chinese balus-  
t r a d e  on the  ear ly- twent ie th-century  s toop a r e  a l l  products  of a  r e c e n t  
r e s t o r a t i o n  by a  former owner, c o l i n  Studds. 

Rose Hall  has a  cent ra l -passage ,  double-pi le  p lan  with f r o n t  rooms approx- 
imately twice a s  deep a s  t h e  r e a r  rooms. The present  s t a i r  was added i n  t h e  
r e s t o r a t i o n  and rep laces  one t h a t  formerly r o s e  from the  sou theas t  room. 
The northwest room has ra ised-panel  wainscoting a l l  around wi th  a  s i n g l e  
panel per  wa l l  u n i t  and one l a r g e  overmantel panel above the  a r c h i t r a v e  f i r e -  
p lace  surround. 
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The nor theas t  p a r l o r  i s  decorated i n  a  la te-e ighteenth-century  s t y l e .  A 
c h a i r  r a i l ,  l i g h t  molded co rn ice  and baseboard a r e  c a r r i e d  around t h e  wal ls .  
The h i g h l i g h t  of t h e  room is a  Neo-classical  mantel with f la t -paneled  p i e r s  
t ape r ing  toward t h e i r  bases and support ing an  en tab la tu re  c o n s i s t i n g  of a  
f r i e z e  wi th  a  c e n t r a l  t a b l e t ,  a  d e n t i l  cornice ,  and a  s h e l f .  The whole i s  
enriched by urns  on t h e  e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks and.gar lands  on t h e  p i e r s .  This 
i s  probably a  r ecen t  r e s t o r a t i o n .  

I n  March, 1975, an a r s o n i s t  s e t  s e v e r a l  small  f i r e s  i n  the  back rooms of 
the  house. Damage from these  was confined t o  a  small  a r e a  and was not  
se r ious .  
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The doors throlighout t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a r e  hung i n  a r c h i t r a v e  frames on new 
M, hinges.  They a r e  of t h e  s ix-panel ,  ra i sed-panel  v a r i e t y .  

The second f l o o r  d id  not r ece ive  much r e s t o r a t i o n  and has p l a i n ,  mid-nine- 
teenth-century trim. The basement has been a l t e r e d ,  bu t  r e t a i n s  an o r i g i n a l  
f i r e p l a c e  and some e a r l y  b r i c k  t i l e s .  There have been numerous twenfieth-  
century  b r i c k  and frame acc re t ions  a t  t h e  r e a r ,  t he  r e s u l t  o f  the  bu i ld ing ' s  
r ecen t  use  a s  a  d res s  shop. 
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The Lands were among t h e  e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  Lynnhaven River  s e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  former Princess  Anne County. A Francis  Land was mentioned i n  a  
deed i n  1643, and i n  1647 was l i s t e d  as  a  Church Warden f o r  Lynnhaven 
Par i sh .  

' 

A descendant,  Francis  Thoroughgood Land, t h e  probable b u i l d e r  o f  t h e  house, 
was an important  e ighteenth-century  r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  county. He appears  a s  
a  vestryman of  Lynnhaven Pa r i sh  i n  t h e  1750s and as  a County Court member 
i n  1775. Three yea r s  l a t e r ,  Land was appointed t o  t ake  t h e  l i s t  of  t i t h -  
a b l e s  f o r  t h e  Lower Western Shore (of t h e  Lynnhaven River)  a r e a  o f  P r incess  
Anne County, A l a r g e  proper ty  owner, F ranc i s  T. Land owned 700 acres  of  
land  and n ine teen  s l a v e s  i n  1782. 
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The Franc i s  Land House, more r e c e n t l y  known a s  Rose Ha l l ,  s t ands  on one o f  
t h e  few open t r a c t s  along t h e  heav i ly  commercialized s e c t i o n  o f  V i rg in i a  
Beach Boulevard. The l a r g e ,  gambrel-roofed b r i c k  house is a  good example 
o f  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  r u r a l  dwelling of t h e  mid-eighteenth-century and one o f  a  
smal l ,  rap id ly-d iminish ing  group of  c o l o n i a l  bu i ld ings  i n .  t h e  c i t y  of 
.Vi rg in ia  Beach. The gambrel roof was a  form much favored i n  t h e  a rea ,  
being employed on t h e  ma jo r i ty  of  i t s  e ighteenth-century  farmhouses. 

A son, F ranc i s  M. Land, cont inued t o  main ta in  t h e  plantat ion--he owned 700 
a c r e s  and s i x t e e n  s l a v e s  i n  1811. The proper ty  was d iv ided  between h i s  t w c  
daughters  when he d ied ,  t h e  "home t r a c t "  with 300 ac res  going t o  h i s  
daughter  Mary E. Land and her  husband John N. Walke. 

The house has had s e v e r a l  owners s i n c e  i t  l e f t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  family.  Most 
r e c e n t l y  i t  tias used as  a  d re s s  shop, bu t  the  proper ty  was purchased by a  
developer  i n  February, 1975, and i t s  f a t e  i s  unce r t a in .  
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As  the des ianated  S t a t e  Lia ison  Officer for the  Na- 

t ional  His tor ic  Preservat ion  Ac t  of 1966 (Pub l i c  Law 

89-665). 1 hereby nominate t h i s  property for  inc los ion  

i n  t h e  National  Regis ter  and cer t i fy  tha t  it h a s  been  

evalua ted  according to  t hec - i t e r i a  and procehres s e t  

forth by  the Natioilal Park Service. T h e  recommended 

l eve l  of s igni f icance  of t h i s  nomination is: 

Nar io?a l  C] Sta te  a L o c a l  n 
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1 Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks dommissia 

I hereby cer t i fy  that th is  property is included in the  

National  Keg i s t e r  
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