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17. DESCRfPTlON 

1 ---'l- (Chock On.) 

Upper Wolfsnare l i e s  i n  an open, f l a t ,  marshy area near Londonbridge i n  the  
c i t y  of Virginia Beach. With i ts  open s i t e ,  surrounded a t  a dis tance by 
t r ee s ,  and with its two massive chestnut-oak t r ee s  flanking the  house, Uppe 
Wolfsnare has re ta ined a deceptively r u r a l  appearance despite i ts  locat ion 
between a superhighway and a naval a i r  s ta t ion .  

CONDITION 

The house is a two-story, Flemish-bond br ick  s t ruc tu re  on a basement, fea- 
turing a gable roof,  modill ion cornice, and i n t e r i o r  end chimneys with 
corbelled caps. To e i t h e r  end of the three-bay building 1.ater wings were 
attached. One of these, along with a l a t e r  f ron t  porch, has recent ly  been 
removed. The f ron t  (south) door opening was enlarged sometime i n  the  f i r s t  
half of the  nineteenth century, judging by the  door, and a t  another time a1 
of the  o r ig ina l  sash were replaced by two-over-two sash. These, i n  turn,  
have recent ly  been removed, and late-eighteenth-century-type reproduction 
sash ins ta l led .  Cel lar  windows on the  f ron t  were blocked when the  f u l l -  
length porch was added. Those on the  r ea r  r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r ig ina l  g r i l l s  wit 
horizontal  wooden mullions. 

In  plan, Upper Wolfsnare resembles other  contemporary houses i n  Virginia 
Beach, Pleasant Hall par t i cu la r ly .  A c en t r a l  passage divides the  house. 
Off t h i s  t o  the  r i g h t ,  a t  the  r ea r ,  is a t r ip le - run  s t a i r .  Two la rge  f ron t  
rooms, a dining room t o  t he  west and a par lor  t o  the  eas t ,  a re  the  most 
elaborate i n  the  house. A narrow room behind the dining room, which may 
have been a study, can only be entered through the  dining room. Another 
room, as deep as the  study but only half  a s  wide because of the  int rusion 
of the  s t a i r  h a l l ,  l i e s  behind the  par lor  and can be entered only through a 
door under the  s t a i r .  

DESCRlSE  THE PRESENT A N D  O R I G I N A L  (11 how") P H V S l C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

@ ~ ~ c s l l . ~ t  0 Good Foi. Oeceriorotad C ]  Ruins Unexposed 

- 
Upper Wolfsnare i s  decorated throughout with ra i sed  paneling and wainscot- 
i ~ g  with minimal moldings, a treatment typ ica l  i n  the  area. I n  the  cen t r a l  0 

passage a r e  ra i sed  panel wainscoting, a molded cornice,  and a p la in  s t a i r  z 
with square newel and two square balusters  t o  a r i s e r  as well as simple s a  
brackets. The corner f i r ep l ace  i n  the par lor  i s  paneled t o  the  ce i l ing .  
segmental-arched opening with its sparse white p l a s t e r  surround has a simple 
archi t rave frame. Over the  opening i s  a large rectangular ra i sed  panel over 
a small one. The whole is flanked by a pa i r  of t a l l ,  narrow panels over 
shor ter  ones. A paneled wainscot with a s ing le  small torus  mold a t  the  top, 
s imilar  t o  t h a t  i n  the  passage, is car r ied  around the  other  walls. The 
same panel arrangement is used i n  the  dining room. The f i rep lace  here,  
however, i s  i n  the  end wall ,  and t o  the  r i gh t  of the  chimney breas t  i s  a 
c lo se t  with a s i ng l e  rectangular panel over it. A cha i r  r a i l  and cornice 
encirc le  the  room. I n  the  study, the segmental-arched f i rep lace  has a 
horizontal  rectangular panel over it and a v e r t i c a l  rectangular panel and a 
c lose t  with a four-w an el door t o  e i t h e r  s ide .  A double-beaded cha i r  board 
i s  ca r r ied  around the  room. A l l  of the  other  rooms have segmental-arched 
f i rep laces  with small,  hor izontal ,  rectangular panels over them. Several 
have double-beaded cha i r  boards. 

-- 
(Check One) 

0 Altered  Unoltsred 

(Check One) 

n Moved $#Originel Sit. 



. S I G N I F I C A N C E  - 1 
P E R I O D  (check One or Mora ss APPnrprislo) 

n ~ ~ ~ - ~ o f ~ ~ b i ~ n :  0 16th Century. X g l  l a th  Century 4 0 20th Century I : I  - - 

S P E C I F I C  D A T E l S l  (71 Applicable ~~~~~~~~J 1759 I i 
A R E A S  OF  S ~ G N ~ F ~ C A N C E  (CheckOnsorM&r.*.s ApproprialeJ . . 

Abor iginol E d u c o t i a  Political I=) U.b.n Pl.n"ihg 

Prch is t~r ic  0 Engineering Rcligion/Phi- Other (specih) 
' .  

Historie ln'dustr, Iosophr 

Agri=ulmn Inv-"tion Scimce 

Xg A~lchi t .c~r .  Landscep. Sculpture 

Art A r c h i t e ~ t u ~ e  Sc.ciol/Human- 

Cornmwc. Literetur. itorion 

0 Comrnunicati?ns Mili'ory Themter 

Conservotion M v r i c  0 Tronspoitetion 

ITATEMENT O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  ' 

Upper Wolfsnare, wi th  i ts  r i ch  s t o r e  of plain paneling and i t s  unusual 
plan, stands as a for tunate  survival  of a local ized house type once common 
i n  the  Virginia Beach area.  With its massive chestnut-oak t r ee s  flanking 
the  house and i t s  imaginatively landscaped environs, the  property, thus 
shielded from the Norfolk-Virginia Beach Expressway t o  t he  nor th  and the  
Oceana Naval A i r  S t a t i on  t o  the  south, re ta ins  much of i t s  eighteenth-cen- 
tu ry  appearance and s tands i n  grim contras t  t o  the  s t r i p  development which 
envelops it. 

Presently named fo r  Wolfsnare Creek, which ran by it u n t i l  the  construct io  
of the  expressway, Upper Wolfsnare has h i s to r i ca l l y  been known a s  Brick 
House Farm. It received i ts  current name i n  1939. 1 
Major Thomas Walke, an ea r ly  owner of the  then-extensive farm, wrote a w i l l  
i n  1759 t h a t  l e f t  t o  h i s  son, Thomas, the  plantat ion and houses he describe 
as being under construction.  Upper Wolfsnare was probably one of these 
houses. 

The building c lose ly  resembles several  o ther  contemporary buildings i n  the  
area.  I t s  plan is s imi la r  t o  t ha t  of the  more pretentious Pleasant Hall 
i n  nearby Kempsville. I t s  i n t e r i o r  woodwork, consis t ing of panel composi- 
t i ons  with no molding o r  o ther  decoration except beading, p a r a l l e l s  t h a t  
i n  several  o ther  houses i n  o ld  Princess Anne County, including Ashland and 
Poplar Hall. 

The younger Thomas Walke, l a t e r  known a s  Colonel Thomas, was one of the  
few Whigs i n  predominantly Loyalist  Princess Anne County during the  Ameri- 
can Revolution. His he i r s  held the  e s t a t e  u n t i l  1822, when the  300-acre 
farm passed ou t  of Walke hands and was sold t o  John Cornick f o r  $4,500. 
It changed hands many times i n  the  nineteenth and twentieth centur ies ,  
having had fourteen owners with eleven d i f fe ren t  surnames before i t  was 
purchased and given t o  the  Princess Anne County His tor ica l  Society i n  1966. 
That group presently leases  it t o  M r .  and Mrs. 0. Townsend, who a re  
res tor ing  it. 

Dm 



f9. MAJOR BlBLlOGRAPHlCAt REFERENCES 
I 1 

Kellam, Sadie Scott  and V. Hope Kellam. Old Houses i n  Princess Anne V i r -  - - 
ginia. Portsmouth, Va.: P r in t c r a f t  Press, Inc.,  1931. 

Owens, Patrsce,  "Wolfsnare Gets Lease on Life," Virginian-Pilot, - Norfolk, 
Va., September 22, 1972. 

Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Commission Archives. 

APPROXIM*TE A C R E I G E  O F  N O M I N A T E D  PROPERTY: 3 

CODE COUNTY C O D E  

CODE C O U N T Y :  C O D E  

S T A T E :  C O D E  . COUNTY: C O D E  

. . 

CODE COUNTY: C O D E  

I I I 
1 1 1 .  FORM PREPARED BY - 

N A M E  A N U  I I T L E  

Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Comission S ta f f -  
O R G A N l Z l i l O N  D A T E  . 

Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Commission November 1974 
STREET A N D N U M B E R  

221 Governor S t r ee t  
C I T Y  O R  TOWN S T A T E  

I Richmond 1 Virginia 1 5 1  
2 STATE LIAISON OFFICE~CERTIF ICA~ION 1 NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

II 
As the  des ignated  S ta t e  Lia ison Officer for t he  Na- 

t ional Historic Preservat ion  Act  of 1966 (Publ ic  Law 

89-665). I hereby nominate t h i s  property for i&lusion 

in  the  National Regis ter  and cer t i fy  that  i t  h a s  been 

~ A l u a t e d  accordinq t o  t he  c-iteria and p r o c e b r e s  s e t  

forth by the National P a r k  Serv~ce .  The  recommended 

level  of s igni f icance  of th is  nomination is:  

National 0 State a L o c a l  
. . 

Name 
unius R. Fishburne,Jr.,Exec. Director 
i r g in i a  His tor ic  Landmarks Commission 

I T i t l e  

I hereby cer t i fy  that  t h i s  property is included i n  t he  

National Regis ter .  

~ i ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ,  office of Archsology andniatoris Preservation 

Care 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of  The Nstimel Register 






