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a DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

KEXCELLENT -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED X -ORIGINALSITE 
-GOOD -RUINS SLTERED -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHlGlNAL IIF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Glen Burnie, A Georgian style residence, is comfortably set on a spacious estate at 
801 Amherst Street in the City of Winchester. The present 2%-story house is the result of 
three building campaigns. The central part of the house, probably begun in 1794, was built 
in two stages. The northern portion contains the stair and dining room. The southern 
portion contains the present library. The drawing room andkitchenwings were part of an 
extensive renovation made by the present owner in 1959. 

Set on a low stone foundation, the front (east) elevation is dominated by a central 
core of five irregularly shaped bays. The main entrance, located in the center bay, con- 
sists of a four-pane transom-light doorway, w!-ich retains its original raised-panel double 
door. Set in a simple architrave frame, the door is surmountedbyagauged brick flat arch. 
Fenestration, some of which is original, consists of 919 hung sash on the first story and 
916 hung sash on the second story. The windows are flanked by paneled shutters and are 
also topped by gauged brick arches. A number of the shutters are careful reproductions of 
the originals. Although a masonry seam indicates two different dates of construction, .: 
visual coherence is achieved through a pronouncedbrick string course and a modillioned 
cornice which run the length of the facade. A brick water table also extends across the 
facade. The facade has been lengthened by the kitchen and drawing room wings to the north 
and south, respectively. Executed in Flemish-bond brick, the two-bay, two-story wings 
were built in 1959 and replace earlier wings. 

The north end, executed in five-course American bond, contained a one-story wing, 
replaced by the present two-story wing in 1959. Two small casement windows light the attic 
The present drawing room wing on the south end, replaced a 2%-story wing that had a two- 
story Victorian bracketed porch marching a one-story porch sheltering the front door. 
krhen the wing was removed in 1959, evidence was found of the roof line of an earlier 
structure that abutted the south wall. 

The garden (west) elevation is executed in five-course American bond. Fenestration is 
similar to that on the east elevation. The rear entrance is in the center bay. Evidence 
remains of a gable-roof structure, probably a porch, that at one time covered the west 
entrance. 

The interior of the original central portion of the house was rebuilt in the 1959 
renovation. All woodwork was removed and the walls furred and replastered. The ceilings 
were furred a small amount and replastered. The woodwork was repainted and reinstalled. 
The original pine flooring was removed, repaired and relaid. Additional flooring was taker 
from the attic. 

Dominating the central hall is the original open-well stair that ascends to the 
second floor. The stair has sawn scroll brackets, a turned newel, and turned balusters, 
two to .a tread. The handrail is ramped and eased at the second-floor landing. Parallel- 
ing the stair is a wood wainscot and chair rail that runs to thk second floor. The first- 
and second-floor halls are embellished with a paneled wainscot and enriched with a finely 
executed dentiled cornice with gouged work and stars. The doors are framed by simple 
architraves. The hall doors are studded on the inside and retain their original hardware. 

The dining room is the most elaborately finished room in the house. It retains its 
original paneled chimney piece. The dentiled mantel shelf is supported by finely 
executed volutes. The fireplace is framed by an unusual scrolled architrave. A paneled 
wainscot and chair rail and a dentiled cornice run the perimeter of the room. The library 

(See Continuation Sheet #I) 
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STATEMENTOF SIGNIFICANCE 

Although within the city limits of Winchester, Glen Burnie has the ambiance and style 
of a country residence. It is significant both as an architectural landmark and as the 
home of the Wood-Glass family. Built in the simplified Georgian style,and characteristic 
of its time and place, the central portion of the present house was erected in two section: 
in the late 18th century. In its completed form, the structure exemplifies the archi- 
tectural aspirations of the more prominent families in the Valley of Virginia. The resi- 
dence was built on land originally owned by James Wood who laid out and developed the town 
of Winchester in the mid-18th century. 

In 1735, James Wood received a grant of land on the branches of the Opequon River in 
what was then Orange County. There Wood platted the town of Winchester and built a log 
and stone house, the predecessor of the present Glen Burnie. Wood died in 1759, and his 
property was left to his wife, Mary, who died in 1798, In her will dated September 20, 
1790, Mary Wood leaves to her son Robert, "My dwelling house with the yard and garden 
there to belongi g and all that part of the orchard the remainder in which is not already 
conveyed. . . ."' Robert Wood apparently was living on the property as he was charged wit1 
taxes in 1787 on the 437 acres where Glen Burnie stands. Although the exact date of the 
present house's construction is not recorded, family tradition holds that it was built for 
Robert Wood in 1794. This seems likely, for even though title to the property was in his 
mother's name at that time, Robert Wood, the father of a large family, needed a commodious 
dwelling. A jump in the property's value, from $349 to $1164 between 1793 and 1800 would 
be explained by the construction of a large new house. 

Architectural evidence indicates that the house was built in two sections. A seam, 
clearly visible on both front and rear walls, is in line with an interior brick partition 
which crosses the building at the south side of the entrance hall. Their stylistic 
similarities suggest that the two sections were built within a few years of each other. 
The family's prosperity was symbolized by the house's fine interior appointments. The 
dining room, with its paneled wainscoting, dentiled cornice, and fancy chimney piece, is 
one of the more impressive late-Georgian rooms of the region. 

Robert Wood died intestate in 1801, leaving, among other items inventoried, a "clock 
and case" valued at the substantial sum of $60. This is undoubtedly the Winchester tall- 
case Goldsmith Chandlee clock that remains in the house, a further reminder of the 
sophisticated taste of its original owner. From Wood's death through the Civil War and 
beyond, taxes were billed to his estate and there is some uncertainty as to the periods 
of his individual halrs' residence at Glen Burnie. 

His widow, Comfort Welsh Wood, was certainly resident there in 1818 when a letter was 
addressed to her at "Glen Burnie," which incidentally is the first documented use of the 
name. She and her unmarried daughter, Julia, probably lived their until their deaths in 
2640 and i66S respectively. Julia Wood willed the house to her nephew, William Wood Glass 
son of Thonea I?, and Catherine Wood (Mrs. T. R.) Glass. William Wood Glass lived at Glen 
Burnie from 1885 until his death in 1911. (See Continuation Sheet #2) 
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6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory 
1958 Federal 
Library of Congress 
Washington, D.C. 

(3) Virginia Historic Landmarks ~o&ission Survey 
1968, 1979 State 
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

7. DESCRIPTION 

mantel was found to be in poor condition and was duplicated. The present floor-to-ceiling 
bookcases were added at the time of the renovation. The north bedroom, similar in execu- 
tion to the dining room, has a 19th-century French scenic wallpaper depicting the voyages 
of Captain Cook. The paper was installed by the present owner. The south bedroom contains 
a simple architrave and chair rail. 

The original roof construction of pegged timbers was removed in 1959 and replaced with 
new wood. The girders of the first-story floor were given new intermediate supports of 
steel pipe columns and a number of joists were replaced. 

The grounds surrounding Glen Burnie have been extensively landscaped by the present 
owner a ~ d  include a Chinese garden, several formal gardens, and garden pavilions of 
Chinese and Palladian inspiration. The old family burial plot has been walled. The house 
m d  grcilnds are located on 12 acres entirely within the city limits of Winchester. 

RCC 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The nominated acreage for Glen Burnie is approximately 12 acres. The property is 
bouaded on the east by .Amherst Street, on the south by a stone wall that fences in the 
propcrty, on the west by a continuation of the same stone wall, and on the north by a line 
that extends from Amherst Street to the stone wall, drawn as a straight line. 

The nominated property is a fraction of the original and present Wood-Glass family 
holdingz. It is drawn to include the main house, family cemetery and gardens. 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

Glen Burnie was assessed  a t  $2250 i n  1820, decreas ing  t o  $1500 i n  1851, and $400 i n  
1857. The p rope r ty  underwent another  per iod  of d e c l i n e  fo l lowing 1911 when William Wood 
Glass ' s  son and h e i r ,  Thomas, removed t o  Oklahoma l eav ing  Glen Burnie unoccupied. Thomas's 
grandson, J u l i a n  Wood Glass, Jr., undertook ex tens ive  renovat ion  of t h e  house and grounds 
a f t e r  i n h e r i t i n g  t h e  p rope r ty  i n  1959. He a l s o  rep laced  e a r l i e r  wings t o  t h e  n o r t h  and 
south wi th  t h e  p resen t  drawing room and k i t chen .  M r .  Glass  e x t e n s i v e l y  landscaped t h e  
grounds t o  inc lude  formal  gardens and e x o t i c  garden pav i l ions .  The garden a r e a  i n c l u d e s  
t h e  family cemetery. 

' ~ r e d e r i c k  County -- W i l l  Book 9,  p. 139. 
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Russe l l ,  William G. What I Know About Winchester. Staunton,  Va.: McClure Pub l i sh ing  Co., 
1953. 






