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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHlGlNAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Although t h e  o t h e r  e a r l y  churches i n  t h e  neighborhood have given way t o  e a r l y  
twentieth-century houses, t he  Old Stone Church remains an imposing s t r u c t u r e  d isp laying  
the  importance the  e a r l y  Presbyter ians  placed i n  t h e i r  meeting house. According t o  
the  d a t e  i n c i s e d  on the  west wa l l ,  t he  Old Stone Church was under c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  
1788. The bu i ld ing  is 54' x 36' with limestone wa l l s  l a i d  up i n  i r r e g u l a r  coursedrubble. 
The f ive-bay south  facade with c e n t r a l  en t rance  f ac ing  P i c c a d i l l y  S t r e e t  i s  echoed 
i n  the  five-bay f r o n t  w a l l  of the  Lutheran church (constructed i n  1764) whose r u i n s  
s tand i n  M t .  Hebron Cemetery some blocks away. Another p r i n c i p a l  en t rance  i s  i n  the  
three-bay e a s t  wa l l ,  where l i k e  the  f r o n t  the  entrance i s  centered  i n  the  wall .  The 
f ive-bay n o r t h  w a l l  has a small ,  high c e n t r a l  window. S p l a y d ,  s tone  jack arches with 
undecorated keystones a r e  employed a t  each of the  openings. 

The church appears  remarkably i n t a c t  f o r  i t s  188 years ,  however i t s  present  
appearance is due t o  a major r e s t o r a t i o n  e f f o r t  begun i n  1941. The e a s t  w a l l  r e -  
quired a compLete r econs t ruc t ion  i n  t h a t  year, having been s t r u c k  wi th  s h e l l  f i r e  
during t h e  C i v i l  War which r e s u l t e d  i n  the  co l l apse  of t h e  wal l  f i f t e e n  years  l a t e r  
and a frame w a l l  replacement.  Due t o  l a t e r  remodelings and d e t e r i o r a t i o n ,  the  jack 
arches i n  the  west and nor th  wa l l s  had t o  be r e b u i l t .  The broad window openings have 
cpper and lower s a s h  of twenty panes, an  unusual f e a t u r e  i n  a Valley church. A smal ler  
window i n  the  n o r t h  wa l l ,  w i th  s ix-over-six sash ,  l i g h t s  the  p u l p i t .  Massive s h u t t e r s  
with f i v e  r a i s e d  panels  a r e  used a t  each of the  windows. The ent rance  doors l ikewise  
have f i v e  r a i s e d  panels  and a t e n - l i g h t  transom above both ent rances .  Hardware f o r  
the  s h u t t e r s  and doors was handwrought by a Phi ladelphia  blacksmith a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  
twent ie th-century  r e s t o r a t i o n .  

A s imple box co rn ice  was used a t  t he  nor th  and south roof overhangs, and an a spha l t  
sh ing le  roof was appl ied  a t  t he  time of t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n .  

It i s  no t  s u r p r i s i n g  i n  a s t r u c t u r e  which served s e v e r a l  congregat ions,  survived 
a war, and went on t o  house a ~ u b l i c  school and an armory t h a t  few t r a c e s  o f  the  
o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  remain. Inves t iga t ions  by the  a r c h i t e c t  o f  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  r e -  
vealed t h e  ex i s t ence  of the  high window i n  the  nor th  wa l l  which helped t o  determine 
t h e c o n f i g u r a t i o n o f  the  p u l p i t ,  and p l a s t e r  removal revealed the  ends of the  support ing 
members o f  the  e a s t  and west ba lconies  and t h e  s t a i r s  t o  t h e  ba lconies .  

The n o r t h  and south  facades of the  Old Stone Church a r e  unusual ly t a l l  f o r  a 
one-story s t r u c t u r e .  The he ight  o f  the  wa l l s  permit ted t h e  c learance  necessary  f o r  
the  ba lconies .  

Removal of a l a t e r  c e i l i n g  revealed  the  o r i g i n a l  curved r a f t e r s .  The b a r r e l -  
vaul ted  c e i l i n g  fol lows the  curve of these  r a f t e r s .  

(See Continuat ion Sheet P2) 
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7 DESCRIPTION 

The s t a i r s  s e r v i c i n g  t h e  ba lccnies  a r e  both s t r a i g h t  runs  b u i l t  a g a i n s t  
t h e  sou th  w a l l ,  f l a n k i n g  t h e  south  ent rance .  The plan  of  the  church i s  b u i l t  
around two major axes; the  p r i n c i p a l  a i s l e  runs nor th-south  from the  south  
en t r ance  and i s  f lanked on t h e  no r th  by the  p u l p i t  and chancel .  The second 
a i s l e  i s  d i r e c t e d  east-west ,  wi th  only  an ent rance  a t  t h e  e a s t  s ide .  The 
two a i s l e s  d iv ide  t h e  church i n t o  four  quadrants ,  and the  pews a r e  arranged 
w i t h i n  these  a reas .  The pews a r e  enclosed wi th  simple r a i s e d  paneling. There 
a r e  two double s e c t i o n s  of pews f lanking  t h e  north-south a i s l e  a t  t h e  south  
s i d e  of  t h e  church f ac ing  the  pu lp i t .  The s e c t i o n s  of pews a t  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  
f l a n k  t h e  p u l p i t  and a r e  sma l l e r  than t h e  pews t o  t h e  sou th  due t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
of  p u l p i t  and chancel .  These pews face  t h e  p u l p i t  a t  r i g h t  angles  t o  t h e  
south  pews. The high p u l p i t  is s e t  on a  reeded semi-octagonal post  which fans  
o u t  a t  t h e  t o p  of  the  pos t  t o  support  t h e  p u l p i t .  A wood canopy p r o j e c t s  above 
t h e  p u l p i t  from t h e  co rn ice  of t h e  r a i s e d  panel  soundboard f lanking  t h e  p u l p i t  
on t h e  no r th  wal l .  Hor izonta l  beaded wainscot ing i s  used on the  wal l s .  

JFY 

8 S  IGNIF ICAXCE 

On November 2, 1858 t h e  proper ty  was deeded t o  t h e  Old School Bap t i s t  
Church of Color ,  i n  cons ide ra t ion  of  $500.00. This $500.00 was r a i s e d  
among 285 s tockholders  who purchased from a  ha l f  sha re  f o r  f i f t y  c e n t s  
t o  s i x t e e n  and one-half  shares .  I n  1868 John Lin a s  t r u s t e e  f o r  the  church 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  proper ty  t o  Nathan Bracket t  f o r  t h e  Free W i l l  Bap t i s t  Church 
of Winchester with t h e  provis ion  t h a t  t h e  Old School Bap t i s t  would have the  
use  of  the bu i ld ing  one Sunday i n  four .  By 1875 the  bu i ld ing  was i n  need of 
ex tens ive  r e p a i r s  and t h e  proper ty  was l eased  t o  t h e  Publ ic  Schools of  Winchestel 
f o r  use  a s  a  b lack  school.  The Old School Bap t i s t  aga in  r e t a i n e d  t h e  r i g h t  
t o  use t h e  bu i ld ing  when c l a s s e s  o r  school  func t ions  were not  i n  progress .  

I n  o rde r  t o  use  t h e  bu i ld ing  a s  a  school ,  a  new roof was added, t h e  gables  
were r e b u i l t ,  a  frame wing was added t o  t h e  e a s t ,  the  c e i l i n g  was lowered and 
a  new p r ivy  was cons t ruc ted .  The bu i ld ing  proved t o  be inadequate by t h e  l a t e  
1920s, and a  new black  school was cons t ruc ted  on Kent S t r e e t ;  the  church was 
abandoned. On January 20, 1929 the bu i ld ing  :<as l eased  t o  Company 1, 116th 
Regiment, V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  National  Guard and Headquarters Cornpany,3rd Ba t t a l ion ,  
f o r  use  as  an armory. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet if 3) 



PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 

-1400-1499 

-1 500- 1599 

-1600-1699 

K1700-1799 

-1800-1 899 

-1900- 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIW BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING -L/\NOSCAPEARCHITECTURE )(X_RELIGION 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE JCULPTURE 

XARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

J R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

-COMMERCE _EXPLORATIONI~ETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

-COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY -POLtTlCSIGOVERNMENT -OTHER lSPEClFYl 
JNVENTION 

SUBSCRIBERS : 
1 William Holliday Robert Sherrard 

SPECIFIC DATES 1788 BUILDER/ARCHITECT James Hollida 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Built in 1788, Winchester's Old Stone Church stands as an early example of 
Shenandoah Valley ecclesiastical architecture. The simple structure is typical 
of the austere stone meeting houses erected by the Presbyterian settlers up and down 
the Valley. The building has suffered numerous changes over the years --changes 
that reflect the history of an active and strife-torn city. However, through a 
sensitive, scholarly restoration, thebuilding now resembles its original state and 
thus provides insight into the religious life of Virginia's early Presbyterians. 
The Scotch-Irish Presbyterians whoestablished their faith in and around Wirrhester 
and constructed the Old Stone Church came into the Shenandoah Valley from the 
Cumberland Valley of Pennsylvania. The church bears numerous similarities to the 
Paxton Presbyterian Church constructed in 1740 in Paxtang, Pennsylvania. The 
Virginia Gazette (Winchester Advertiser) announced that on Saturday, the 26th of July 
1788, any persons "desirous of becoming undertakers will please to attend with plans 
and estimates" to the house of iIr. John Donaldson for the purpose of subscribing to 
build a Presbyterian meeting house. William Holliday, James Holliday, and Robert 
Sherrard are listed as the Managers. Construction of the building was begun that year 

I as the cornerstone at the lower south corner of the building attests. 

The Presbyterian Meeting House (Old Stone Church) was a branch of the Opequon 
Church, located south of Winchester, which had been organized in 1736 and is claimed 
by some historians as being the oldest congregation west of the Blue Ridge (Foote, 
Vol. I, p. 102; Cartmell, pp. 165-67). A permanent congregation of the Old Stone 
Church was organized on Sunday, September 7, 1800 consisting of forty members. The 
original lot on which the church was constructed is Lot 68 of Lord Fairfax's first 
addition to Winchester. A cemetery lies adjacent to the church and was used until the 
mid-nineteenth century. 

The Synod of Virginia held its second regular session at the Old Stone Church in 
1790. It subsequently met there twelve times between 1790 and 1834. The Winchester 
Presbytery was organized at the church in 1794. This Presbytery covered parts of 
what is now West Virginia, southern Pennsylvania, eastern Maryland, and in Virginia 
extended east to Berryville and south to Woodstock. In 1815 the first Sunday School 
south of Pennsylvania was established at the church. 

In 1834 the Kent Street Church merged with the Presbyterian Church in Winchester 
a d  the Old Stone Church was sold to the Baptist Church of Winchester "for the unexpire 
term of 500 years, renewable at 500 year intervals thereafter in consideration of 
$1,200.00" 

(See Continuation Sheet 2) 
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SIGNIFICANCE (cont 'd )  

It was not  u n t i l  March 1932, nea r ly  one hundred years  a f t e r  t h e  B a p t i s t s  acquired 
t h e  church, by a decree  of t h e  Corporation Court t h a t  t h e  su rv iv ing  members of t h e  
Old School Bap t i s t  Church conveyed t h e  bu i ld ing  back t o  t h e  P resby te r i an  Church. 
Res to ra t ion  of  t h e  church began i n  1941 under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of  C l i f f o r d  D. G r i m  
wi th  R. Brognard Okie of Ph i l ade lph ia ,  a noted r e s t o r a t i o n  a r c h i t e c t ,  guiding the  
work on t h e  church. The r e s t o r a t i o n  was completed i n  1950. 

Conveyance of the  Old Stone Church t o  t h e  Bap t i s t s  i n  1834 d i d  n o t  inc lude  the  
church yard and cemetery. Interments  i n  the  cemetery continued u n t i l  1844 when M t .  
Hebron Cemetery, a t  t h e  head of P i c c a d i l l y  S t r e e t ,  was e s t a b l i s h e d .  A t  t h a t  time 
most of t h e  graves  were moved t o  M t .  Hebron. I n  1912 t h e  remaining u n i d e n t i f i e d  
graves were removed and a mass b u r i a l  was made a t  M t .  Hebron. 

General Daniel Morgan was bur ied  i n  the  cemetery of t h e  church on J u l y  6, 1802. 
Morgan's graves tone  s u f f e r e d  from cons iderable  vandalism dur ing  t h e  War Between 
t h e  S t a t e s  according t o  Cartmell ,  and the  graves tone  was removed f o r  "safe-keeping." 
H i s  remains were moved t o  Xt. Hebron on June 13,  1868. 

JFY 
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