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Facing south  from t h e  northwest corner  of Nonroe and Tazewcll 
S t r e e t s ,  the Hlaller-Gibboney Rock Mouse i s  a  two s t o r y  dwelling executed i n  
random l a i d  grey l imestone wi th  a  gable  roo f ,  two i n t e r i o r  end chimneys and 
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i a box co rn ice  t h a t  r e t u r n s  i n t o  the  gable  end.. The main core of t h e  
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bu i ld ing  d i sp lays  a  c e n t r a l  h a l l  p lan  wi th  two main rooms on each f l o o r .  A t  
t h e  turn-of - the-century  a  frame e l l  w i t h g a b l e  roof was b u i l t  on the  r e a r  of 
t h e  house. 

Se tc lose  t o  the  s idewalk,  the  f ive-bay  f r o n t  i s  l i g h t e d  by s i x -  
ove r - s ix  sash windows w i t h  narrow muntins,  a  s imple molded a r c h i t r a v e  
framing and two-panel louvered s h u t t e r s .  A s tone  s t e p  r i s e s  from t h e  s i d e -  
walk t o  a  recessed c e n t r a l  en t r ance  wi th  paneled r e v e a l s  and four  l i g h t  
r ec t angu la r  transom. 

The e a s t  end of  the  Rock House has  two bays on each f l o o r  and 
two n ine  l i g h t  s i n g l e  s a s h  openings a r e  recessed  i n t o  the gable.  On the  

, oppos i te  gable the  sa sh  of the  west  end h a s b e e n  somewhat a l t e r e d  over  the  
y e a r s .  By 1903 the  f i r s t  f l o o r  windows had been f i l l e d  i n  and converted 
i n t o  i n t e r i o r  s h e l f  space .  I n  t h a t  yea r ,  t h e  south  window was r e c u t  and 
a  demi-octagonal frame bay w i t h  one-over-one sa sh  was added. On t h e  second 
f l o o r  the  south  bay has been f i l l e d  i n  and the  n o r t h  bay widened. 

The two s t o r y  frame r e a r  e l l  t e rminat ing  i n  a  demi-octagonal en< 
wi th  sunburst  b racke t ing  a t  t h e  eaves l ine  suppor t ing  the  p r o j e c t i n g  gable 
ends .  Resting on a  s t o n e  foundat ion the e l l  is f lanked by a  one s t o r y  
porch and shed roofed wing. 

The s imple i n t e r i o r  woodwork f e a t u r e s  paneled dado and window 

! r e v e a l s ,  with a r c h i t r a v e  framing around dcor ,  window and f i r e p l a c e  openings, 
t h e  l a t t e r  being capped by a  molded co rn ice  s h e l f .  

The s t a i rway  uses s l e n d e r  turned newels,  square b a l u s t e r s  and 
simple handra i l .  The r a i l i n g  is ramped both a t  t h e  s i n g l e  landing  and the  
second f l o o r  l e v e l  and i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  the  paneled dado oppos i te .  At the 
landing  a  s h o r t  f l i g h t  of  s t a i r s  l eads  no r th  t o  t h e  1903 add i t ion .  



, . . F. S,lGNlFlCANCE 
I . 

pca lnn  r r r , . ~ k  O n r  or nlors os A o u r o ~ r i ~ l t e J  I . - . . . - - , - . . . 
Pro.Columbian 1 0 16th Confury n 18th century rJ 20th Century 

15th Century . 0 17th Cantvry 19th Century 

S P E C I F I C  D I T E I S I  (If Appl icable  n n d K n o ~ v n J  

A R E A S  OF S ~ G ~ ~ F I C A N C E  ( C h o c k O n o  or More o s  AppropriolaJ 

Abor ig inal  Educ.tion P0lit ic. l  
n Urbon Planning 

IJ P r o h i ~ l o t i c  Engincaring i Rcliglon/Phi.  Cjl O t h e r  (SpecilyJ 

Hisroric I ~ ~ U S ~ , ~  I O S O ~ ~ ~  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  
IJ Agriculture Invention Science 

i 
@ Architecture Landscops ; Sculptu.c 

Art Architscfu,a 8 Soc,ol /Humon 

.I 
rn Commerco Lifsrotur. itmrion 

Communicaf ionl  Mil i fory n Thca,er 

CO",O~".,~~O" . . 0 Mvr8c I 1  Tronsporfaf lon 

S T A T E M E N T  O F  I I G N I F I C & N C E  I 
B u i l t  between 1822 and 1823 the Haller-Gibboney Rock tiouse s t ands  / 

today a s  t h e  b e s t  preserved example of t h e  s tone  houses once cons t ruc ted  i n / :  
Wythe County. Of the  s i x  dwell ings which have withstood t h e  y e a r s ,  the  
Rock House e x h i b i t s  t h e , f i n e s t  des ign  and r e t a i n s  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  
o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  Now being readied  f o r  i t s  use a s  a  museum sponsored 
by t h e  Wythe County H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty ,  t h e  Rock House i s  symbolic of the  
c h a r a c t e r  of  the  s e t t l e r s  who dur ing  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  and 
e a r l y  p a r t  of the  n ine teen th  c e n t u r i e s  chose t o  l i v e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  s o  c l o s e  
t o  the  southwestern f r o n t i e r .  Having migrated from the  more urban a r e a s ,  
these  Virg in ians  were determined t o  c r e a t e  a  comfortable e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  
r u r a l  a r e a  of the  s t a t e ' s  Southwest. The Rock House i s  a n  outs tanding  
example of a  b u i l d e r ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  combine the  n a t u r a l  e f f e c t s  of  indigenous 
l imestone wi th  the  f i n e  des ign  of t h e  l a t e  Federa l  Per iod .  

A f t e r  the  town was i n i t i a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1792 under the name of 
Evansham, i t  was augmented i n  1817 when l o t s  a long t h e  new extens ion  of 
Monroe S t r e e t  were s o l d .  Henry Simmerman was the  f i r s t  owner of the  l o t  0 

which t h e  Rock House s t ands  and i n  1822 Simmerman s o l d  t h i s  and a number of 
l o t s  t o  Adam S a f t l y .  S a f t l y  is  thought t o  have s t a r t e d  bu i ld ing  t h e  house, 
and the  s t r u c t u r e  was l a r g e l y  unf in ished  when i t  was purchased by D r .  John 
H a l l e r  i n  1823. I n  the  deed of t i t l e ,  a  r e v e a l i n g  sentence  desc r ibes  the  
proper ty  a s  "Beginning a t  t h e  co rne r  of t h e  Stone House and wi th  t h e  road 

o r i g i n a l  t h r e e  a c r e  l o t  a l s o  supported "the red house", the  meat house, 

1 
l ead ing  from t h e  town of Evansham t o  the  German Meeting House.. ." ~ a l l e r ' s  

the  s t a b l e  and t h e  barn. 
The f i r s t  r e s i d e n t  of the  Rock House, D r .  John H a l l e r ,  came t o  the  

a r e a  from York County, Pennsylvania and s e t  t o  work a s  the  f i r s t  r e s i d e n t  
phys ic i an  i n  t h e  town of what was t o  be c a l l e d  Wythevil le .  D r .  Ha l l e r  
is f i r s t  recorded t o  have been i n  Wythe County i n  1806 and through h i s  
p ro fes s ion ,  he t r a v e l l e d  widely i n  t h e  a r e a .  H a l l e r  re turned  to  Pennsyl- 
vania  i n  t h e  fol lowing yea r  but  by 1809 he had r e tu rned  t o  Wythe County and 
purchased a  house on Main S t r e e t .  S;.x yea r s  l a t e r  the  doc to r  married 
Cather ine  Goering i n  York, Pennsylvania and r e tu rned  t o  Evansham t o  s e t t l e  
on Nain S t r e e t .  Because p ro fes s iona l  men were r a r e  i n  the a r e a  of South- 
west V i r g i n i a ,  they o f t e n  were requi red  t o  take on a  number of c i v i c  d u t i e s .  
A t  va r ious  times D r .  H a l l e r  was n o t  only  J u s t i c e  of the  Peace and town coro-  
n e r  bu t  was a l s o  recorded t o  have been i n  the  tanyard bus iness .  Although 
when H a l l e r  d ied  i n  1840 he l e f t  a  number of  d e b t s ,  h i s  w i fe  Ca the r ine  H a l l e r  
was a b l e  t o  maintain t h e  house and h e r  p l ace  i n  t h e  community. 

During t h e  War Between the  S t a t e s  t h e  Rock >louse found i t s e l f  i n  
the  c e n t e r  of Toland ' s  r a i d  i n  1863 on Wythevil le .  T h e s t r u c t u r e  bea r s  



b u l l e t  h o l e s  i n  t h e  s a s h  o f  t h e  p a r l o r  window from t h e  b a t t l e  which commenced 
o n l y  one  b l o c k  away. 

Fo l lowing  C a t h e r i n e  k l a l l e r ' s  d e a t h  i n  1870,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  was 
d i v i d e d  up  among f o u r  o f  h e r  c h i l d r e n .  I n  1902 F r a n c e s  Gibboney,  D r .  H a l l e r  
g r a n d d a u g h t e r  purchased  s n e - h a l f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  house  a t  a u c t i o n  and l i v e d  
t h e r e  w i t h  h e r  s i s t e r  Mrs. Kate  Gibboney Campbell  who a l s o  owned h a l f  i n t e r e s  
i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  The ownersh ip  was r e u n i t e d  i n  1940 when K a t h l e e n  Campbell ,  
d a u g h t e r  o f  N r s .  IZate Gibboney Campbell ,  bough t  h e r  a u n t ' s  h a l f  i n t e r e s t .  
The Rock House was s o l d  t o  t h e  Town o f  W y t h e v i l l e  i n  1967 and  Wythe County 
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  is now p l a n n i n g  a museum i n  t h e  main p a r t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
and a c r a f t  c e n t e r  w i l l  b e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  e l l .  
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As the  des igneted  Stilte L ~ a i s o n  Of f i c e r  for t he  N a -  

t iona l  His tor lc  Preservation Act of 1966 ( P u b l i c  I.aw 

89-665). I hereby nominate t h i s  property for inc lus ion  
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evalua ted  according to tile c r i te r ia  a n d  p r o c e h r e s  s e t  

forth by the  National Park Service .  l ' lw  recomntended 
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/ T i t l w i s  t o r i c  Landmarks Commissio 

Date  APR 181972 
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Chie f .  Oiiico of Archeology and Hls lor ic  Preservat ion 
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