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nWENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 
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~OMMON; 

/ Schwartz Tavern. I AN DIOR HlSTORtC: 
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STREET AND. .NUMBER: 

STATE: 

Vir inia 
COUNTY: 

Nottawa,__ _________ ...... 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY DATE 

jc,Tv~~~o:~;ern Street 
CONGRESSIONAL OISTRIC T: It Blackstone Fifth W. c. Daniel 

STATE CODE !coUNTY: 

Virginia 51 \ Nottoway 
CODE 

135 
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CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

·o District lo s;te 

j tJ Objec:t 

~ Building 

n Structu,~ 

ID Public 

f~ Private 

CJ Both 

kR.ES.ENT U~E (Check One o, More es App,opriete) 

QWNERSHIP 

Public Ac:quisition: 

O In Process 

[z) Being Considered 

STATUS 
I ACCESSIBLE 
I TO THE PUBLIC 

0 Occupied Ye.s: 

lxJ Unoccupie-d 
~ Restricted 

0 Unrestricted O Preservation workl. 
in progress • D No 

--------------------
' 0 Agricultural O GoYernment 0 
IO .Commercial O Industrial O 
/ 0 Educ .. 1ti.onci O Military O 

Park 

Private Residence 

Religious 

Scientific 

0 Transportati .:in 

~ Other (Specify) 

'1'3C a:nt 

0 Comments 

j O Entertoinment O Museum 0 
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Multiple ownership (see continuation sheet) 
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(;!TY OR TOWN: 
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lo Excellent 
CONDITION 

0 Altered 

0 Good [xJ Fair 

(Check One) 

Q Unoltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins · 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved ~ Original Site 

Schwartz Tavern is a ninety-nine-foot long structure set on a stone 
foundation and sheltered by a gable roof with donners. The three sections 
of this structure run in a line roughly north-south; the north and middle 
blocks are attached while the south block is connected by a hyphen. The 
linear complex appears to have consisted originally of only the middle 
block, a three-bay, compact unit with exterior end stone and brick chimneys. 
This structure, only twenty-eight feet long by sixteen feet deep was first 
enlarged by extending the building to the north and at the same time deepeni g 
the chimney on that end so as to serve the addition as well. At some time 
no later than the 1840's the block to the south, with its central chimney, 
was constnicted and ,perhaps was connected :immediately to the existing 
buildings by'an enclosed hyphen or breezeway. The date of the porch and 
wings on the east front of the structure is not known but the demioctagonal 
room filling in the remaining gap between the middle and south blocks and 
the main doorway treatment on the west front date from around 1900. 

'Ihe window treatment is relatively consistent over the entire length 
of the tavern using six-over-nine sash, narrow Federal-period muntins and 
simple framing. Earlier muntins of the robust colon~al type can be found 
in the dormer and gable end windows of .-the original block. Early beaded 
~,;eatherboarding survives on most exterior walls as does the beaded corner
boards and the box cornice with bed-and-crown moldings. 

The interior trim may be characterized as Federal in style based 
primarily on the form of the four downstairs mantles. The most ornate of 
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;u the four is on the north-wall of the original middle block. It has 
symmetrically molded pilasters supporting a projecting block with an ellipt· 
sunburst; this sunburst is repeated in the projecting central block on a 
larger scale. A molded cornice shelf tops the design. A raised panel over
mantle from an earlier mantle design is exposed over the newer cornice shelf. 
All wall surfaces in this-roomare-sheathed•in approximately one-foot-wide 
horizontal beaded siding. A narrow enclosed stair leads to the attic at 

a~ 

the southwest corner and a partially enclosed stair in the northeast 
corner leads to the room above the northern block. The attic over the 
original block retains a rail around the stair well with heavily turned 
balusters. The mantle in the northern room of the tavern has reeded 
pilasters and projecting end blocks with a three-paneled frieze and dentile 
cornice. To the west of the fireplace are a small cupboard and a now-block 
entrance to the attic above, both with paneled doors and H-and-L hinges. A 
simple beaded board chair rail is used here. 

The southern block of the tavern has two mantles on either side of th 
central chL~ney and the molding profiles indicate a later construction date 
for this section even though the basic design of the woodwork is similar to 
that in earlier rooms. The northern room in this block has a cupboard with 
glazed upper door at the west of the chinL.~ey. Simple beaded board chair 
rails are used here. Two frame outbuildings to the south of the tavern sha e 
a single stone chimney with brick stack; both are in a deteriorated conditi n. 
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f3•·-~ . SlGNl Ft CANCE: 

PERIOD (Check One or More ,gs Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian; 

0 15th Century 

0 16th Century 

0 17th Century· 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) i'798 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

[X 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

.. : .. · .. 

0 20th Century 

Abcir iginal O Urban Planning 0 Educoti on 0 Political 

0 Prehistoric D Other (Specify) D Engineering D Religion/Phi. 
0 Historic 

D Agriculture 

Kl Architecture 

D Art 

D Commerce 

D Communications 

D Conservation 

STATEMENT OF SiGN!FlCANCE 

0 Industry 

0 Invention 

0 Lands cope 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

0 Military 

n Music 

losophy 

D Science 

D Sculpture 

D Socia I/Human-

itarian 

D Theater 

D Transportation 

..... {: 
Schwartz Tavern is Blackstone's oldest building, and has important 

associations with the town's early history. With most of its origina~: ~) 
fabric intact the rambling ninety-nine-foot long structure is also an 
interesting example of an early southside ordinary. The exact construction 
date of the building's oldest section is unknown but stylistic evidence 
indicates the late-eighteenth-century period .. Local tradition has it that 
just prior to the: Revolution two tavern keepers, .,a Mr. White and a Hr. 
Schwartz, operated rival tavern 1 s at the intersect:fon of Cooke's, H.ungary
to1,me and Old Church Roads. Evidence of early activity in this area is 
confirmed by a deed transfering 140 acres from Peter Randolph to John A. 
Schwartz in 1790, with a location given as "cross road of Cock's, Jordans 
and Gryers near Francis Wnite' s Tavern • • • 11 An ordinary license granted 
to John Schwartz was recorded in 1798-

Because Schwartz is the German word for black, the crossroads at 
the tavern became known as Black's and White 1 s Taverns, and later simply 
Black and Whites. The town that grew up there after the Civil War was 
n~"D.ed Blackstone in honor of the; noted '.English--jurist, although it is 
widely held that the name is a partial allusion to Blacks or Schwartz. 

Although the building has fallen into deteriorated condition in rei::.ent 
years, the fact that it is Blackstone's chief historic landmark has recentl~ 
prompted a movement for its preservation. 
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I A. B~ Cummins, .t~ottoway County Virginia (1970) .. 
I Nottoway County Deed Book, I: 73 (1790). 
! Nottoway County Order Book, 1798, p. 139. 

I W. IL Turner, Old Homes and Families in Nottoway (1932). I Files of Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission. 
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R LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

f"srees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

! NV, I O • .. 

j NE I O ' "' 

0 

0 

0 

DEFINING THc. t.:t.r-:TE.R POINl OF A PHOPERTY 

___ OF LESS TH~IE!:LACRES ·--- . 

LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees 

3:b 
Seconds 

53 
Minutes 

04, 
Degrees 

77 0 

Minutes Seconds 

45 .. 59· 

! SE I 0 l~~.·-_________ ..;_ __ ;.,;;.o;;:.._ _____ ;.;;.;.;.;":;..:.;..___;;:,_,_; ___________ ___;;__;.L_=--__;;c.._______ . 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: le!'=:S than one acre ~ 
IL:ST ALL STATES AND COUNTiES FOR PROPERTIES O~/ERL~

0

PPING STATE OR COUN;Y BOUNDARIES --
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STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

CODE COUNTY: CODE 

CODE COUNTY: CODE 

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commi~s~s~i~·~o~n,.__~~~~--'~~~~~~-.-~~·~~~---,------t 
ra~IZATION DATE 

~~inia Histor~c Landmarks Commission 
!5TREET AND NUMaER: 

I 221 Governor Street 

June 

lc:TY OR TOWN: 'STATE CODE 
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141 
As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Hist,Jric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the Na tiona 1 Register and certify that it has been 

Pvalnated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

Natim1al D State [z Local 0 

Na,"e !'«W«W Q Lu / 
l JUN 18 1974 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Directo·r, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Dcl~e --------·---------------

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Register 

Junius 
1
jt. Fishburne, Jr., Director 

Virgiriia Historic Landmarks Comrnissio1· l Title 

l_ua te _ {[l.l_D_a_t_e-------------------:•::-::--:--=-:-'":"':"~ 
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Form 10-3000 
(July 1969) 

(Number a!l entries) 

4. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE iNTER!OR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

Helen Anderson Miller, Norfolk, Virginia 

STATE 

VIRGINIA 
COUNTY 

NOTTOWAY 
FOR NPS USE ONLY -.--------

ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

I 

Virginia Anderson Perkinson) 
Russell S. Perkinson ) Petersburg, Virginia 

Kathleen S. Anderson, Wilmington, N.C. 

Elizabeth Anderson Barefoot) 
Murray Barefoot ) Wilmington, N.C. 

Mary Silver Anderson, Washington, D. C. 

Mary Claiborne Anderson, Washington, D. C. 

GPO 921-724 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER!OR 
NAT!ONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORfC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

{Type all entries ·· attach to or enclose with map) 

I AN DI OF. H IS TOR l C: 

1- L2· •. L OCA TlQN>>·•· 

w 
w 

3. 

.4. 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

111 Tavern Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

p 

SOURCE: 

U.S.G.S. 1:::~~: 1: 24000 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

STATE 

Vir inia 
COUNTY 

Nottawa 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER 

Vir inia 
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DATE 


