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1. Name d Rrooertv 

2. i t d i n  Location untaintipr~ nr'vfi & & 
slreel R ntlrnbwr siae of I;otr th  Ha in  S t  r e e t  1 J A  not for pubfrcatlon 
city. town B1 ackqburv 2 y / Lu viartty 
sfate - - , code 7 1  7 z!p code ?&n< 

L, 

3. Classification 
Ownershtp of Property Categov of Property Number of Resources wlthin Propefly 

private a public-IQC~~ a public-State 
0 public-Federal 

@ buildlng(s) 
district - 

U site 
r] structure 

object 

Name of relaled multiple propeny listing: P r e h i  s t  o r i  c and 
a n t y  

Contributing Noncontributing 
C 1 bulldings 
0 0 sltss 
0 0 structures 
0 fl objects 
4 1 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the Nat~onal Register -0 

4. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

As the designated aulhorlty under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. as amendgd, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibtlity meets the doctlrnentatron standardsfor reglsierrng prbpedibs in Tho 

National Rcgrster af Hisloric Places and meets the procedural and profess~onal requirements set forth in 36 CFR Patt 60. 
In my op~nion, the property meets n d o e s  not meet the National Register criter~a. SBO c~nrinuatian rhest. 

Signature of certltying oH~cial Date 

D i  rector, kpartment of Historic Resources 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

- -- - - 

-he property meets doer not meet the National Register cr.teria. see csntmmation ma. 

Signalure 01 cammenting or other ofticial Date 

1 Slate a Federal agency end bureau 

5. National  - Park Service Certification 
1. hereby, can~ty that th~s  propeny 1s: 

mentered in the National Register. 
a s -  continuatran sheet. 

a d e t e r m ~ n e d  elig~ble for the National 
Regrster, See continua!~on sheet 

O d e t e r m l n e d  not ellgibfe for the 
National Reg~ster. 

U removed from t h e  Natlona[ Register. 
0 other, (explain:) 

S~gnaturo ol tho K ~ e ~ o r  Uafs of Act~on 



',' , ' .  - 
6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

l e  dwelline Domestic: sinele dwelling 
-stir: secondary structures Domestic: secondary structures 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation brick 
arher: double - ? ile center-uassaoe plan walls brick - 
Mid-19th century: Greek Revival 

roof Metal: tin 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Amiss-Palmer House stands on a large lot in the center 
of a mid-twentieth-century subdivision, immediately to the 
southeast of downtown Blacksburg. It is located at the head of a 
long avenue of maple trees lined by modern ranch-style houses. A 
lot of three acres remains, however, to prevent the two-story, 
three-bay house from appearing hemmed in or crowded. The hip- 
roofed brick house is elegantly detailed with pattern-book Greek 
Revival elements, but incorporates the regionally popular 
traditional double-pile center-passage form. A fine collection 
of outbuildings gives the complex one of the best collections of 
secondary domestic structures in the county. 

The two-story, three-bay house is built of brick laid in 
Flemish bond on the principal (southwest) front, which originally 
overlooked the main road south of Blacksburg in a formal and 
highly visible way. The original facade has doors with 
sidelights in the center bay of each floor. The doors give 
access to the first floor and roof of a centrally placed one- 
story portico supported by paired, fluted, Ionic columns and 
carrying a turned balustrade above its full entablature. Large 
six-over-six double-hung sash windows with fluted exterior trim 
and wood lintels flank the doors and are equipped with early 
louvered blinds. The first-floor door transom with diamond panes 
is supported by slender, paneled pilasters. 

The walls are surmounted by a deep, plastered brick frieze 
and a wood cornice, and the house is sheltered beneath a hipped 
roof, said to have been built over an earlier roof that is 
preserved below the present structure. The flat top of the roof 
is surrounded by a turned wooden railing. A late nineteenth- 
century two-story enclosed porch shelters the southeast side of 
the house, while a modern one-story addition spans the rear 
(northeast ) . 

The interior consists of a pair Of rooms flanking the 
central passage, each with an internal chimney on the outside 
wall. The rooms on the northwest side are joined by a double 
pocket door, while a fine open-stringer staircase ascends at 

See continuation sheet 
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8. Statement of Significance - 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

nationally statewide   locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria A lXi c D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A 8 c D E F G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

Arrhi t ~ r t ~ ~ r r  ca. 1856 - 1880 N/a 

Cultural Affiliation 
&/A 

Significant Person ArchitectIBuilder 
XI  A Unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Amiss-Palmer House is significant under criterion C as an 
important mid-nineteenth-century house with sophisticated 
stylistic features and a well-preserved and nearly complete group 
of outbuildings. The stylistic features, some only found in a 
few houses in the county, notably Whitethorne (60-241, part of 
this submission) include the deep plastered frieze, the elegant 
porch and entry surround, and the marble mantels. The house has 
been well maintained, and new additions have been made to the 
rear that do not seriously compromise the architectural value or 
historic visual character of the houi+ or site. 

The house was built in the 1850s by Edwin J. Amiss, a 
prominent Blacksburg merchant and landowner. Amiss's land 
stretched along the northeast side of South Main Street as it 
left the town limits and the house commanded the road from an 
elevated hillock. Edwin J. Amiss purchased parcels of land from 
a variety of owners, principally from Alexander Black and James 
Evans "on the mountain" south of Blacksburg. The land value did 
not include buildings until 1856, when improvements worth $3,000 
were made to one 125 acre tract. In 1870, 450 acres were 
purchased by Colonel W. H. Palmer at a commissioners sale of 
Amiss's property, and grouped in an inclusive survey of 494 acres 
in 1874 (Deed Book U, p. 196). In 1880 Palmer paid taxes on 
buildings worth $4,000. The land was subdivided in the mid- 
twentieth century and developed for modern homesites, preserving 
the maple-lined avenue, centered on the front door, and about 
three acres of land. 

See continuation sheet 
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9. Major  B i b l i o q r a ~ h i c a l  References 

blontgomery Coun t y  Deed Book U ,  p .  1 9 6 .  

Y o n t g o n e r y  C o u n t y  l a n d  and T a s  d o o k s  IJ55, 1356 ,  ,?nd 1dYO. 

O s e e  continuation sheet 
Prevlous documenlation on file (NPS): 
C]prellminary delerm~nation of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data: 

has been requested B S t a l e  historic preservation office 
@previously listed in !he National Register Other State agency 
(?previously determined eliglble by the National Reglster Federal agency 
ndes lgna ted  a Natlonal Historic Landmark Local government 
E reco rded  by Histor~c American Buildings University 

Surrey # Other . . 
Orecorded  by Historic American Engineering S eclty ieposltory. 

P.ecord it f i rginla  Department of Historic Resources 
171 cl,Vwr S + r P p +  

10. Geograohica l  Data Kichmond. V i r o i n i ~  7'7719 

Acreage of propeny t h r e ~  a c r e s .  

UTM References 
A l_liZ! 1 51 i, 21 2 80 I 4 ,  111 , 51  2 0 1  

Zone Easllnq Nonhinq 
B W I ! , l , ' l l , l '  I I  

Zone Eastlng Nonhlng 

D U I I I I I I I I I ! '  \ ,  

See conlinuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

B e g i n n i n g  a t  p o i n t  A o n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  s i d e  o f  E a r h a r t  S t r e e t ,  600  f e e t  s o u t h w e s t  o f  i t s  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  P a l m e r  D r i v e ,  p r o c e e d i n g  n o r t h e a s t  260 f e e t  a l o n g  a l o t  l i n e  t o  p o i n t  B,  
t h e n c e  s o u t h e a s t  4 0 0  f e e t  a l o n g  a l o t  l i n e  t o  p o i n t  C ,  t h e n c e  s o u t h w e s t  260 f e e t  a l o n g  a 
l o t  l i n e  t o  p o i n t  D, t h e n c e  n o r t h w e s t  400 f e e t  a l o n g  a l o t  l i n e  t o  p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n .  

See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The b o u n d a r i e s  f o l l o w  t h e  p r e s e n t  l o t  l i n e s ,  L o t  2 5 7 - ( 4 ) - ( 8 ) - L A  Montgomery  C o u n t y  t a s  
maps. 

u ~ e e  cantmuation sheet 

11. F o r m  Preoared By 
name/Iltle S i bc-( ,"  ~ . i , > r , ; h , ~ ~  

organlzallon C i  hci,,. .. . , . , - "  . ,.,- %v.. ; , : .~".  <-.- ~ .~ . date I t : : ] , ,  l c l ' : <  
. . slreol 8 number r i r , l i rc  ? ,  Siilri; - , - ,  .. . ; -- [elepn~ne ( 7 n ? )  : i_2- ' . -?Cl  

city or town : ' 5 r : s i  < q;:qh,,r- stale !, i -.- i '. i ,, zip code 2 , l i :  ' 
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the back of the passage. The rooms are equipped with marble 
Greek Revival mantels with metal coal inserts, and with 
substantial Greek Revival trim. 

The mid-nineteenth-century outbuildings include a one-story 
brick kitchen to the southeast of the house with a large room 
equipped with a wide brick fireplace at the northeast gable end 
and a smaller room below a hipped roof at the opposite end. Each 
room has a separate exterior door facing the main house. A 
modern greenhouse has been added on the southeast wall. To the 
rear (northeast) of the house stands a three-bay, two-story, log 
house with a brick and stone chimney at the southeast end. The 
apparently mid-nineteenth-century V-notched house has a three- 
bay facade facing the main house and has an exposed log exterior 
in good condition. A well preserved, smaller log meat house (of 
contemporary date with the other buildings) is located at the 
southeast edge of the yard to the side of the house. It has a 
modern shed addition. 

The house and outbuildings have been modernized and enlarged 
in order to make them useful modern buildings, but no significant 
elements have been removed, and important exterior features have 
been carefully preserved. A noncontributing garage is located to 
the southeast of the house on the edge of the lot. 








