


17. DESCRIPTION 1 
CONDITION 

Although loca ted  i n  t h e  western p a r t  of the  s t a t e ,  t h e  Smithfield 
p l a n t a t i o n  house is  of  a  form and s t y l e  found i n  t h e  Tidewater region.  
The house i s  a  one and one-half s t o r y  frame, L-shaped s t r u c t u r e  with 
dormers. The p r i n c i p a l  facade is  five-bays wi th  a  centered  f r o n t  door; 
the  e l l  has asymmetrical arrangement of windows and doors.  Each arm of 
the house f e a t u r e s  a  gable end, though t h e  roof i s  hipped where t h e  e l l  
jo ins  t h e  main block. The house a l s o  d i sp lays  an e x t e r i o r  chimney, a n  
i n t e r i o r  chimney, and a n  i n t e r i o r  end chirhney. A 1 1  of t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
d e t a i l s  of Smi thf ie ld ,  both on t h e  i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r ,  a r e  of t h e  utmos 
'8implicity.  
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The outbui ld ings  a t  Smi thf ie ld  include a  smokehouse, s u m e r  k i t chen ,  law 
o f f i c e ,  s p r i n g  house, g r i s t  m i l l ,  m i l l e r ' s  house, and barn. 

I 

Although l i t t l e  changed s i n c e  it was completed, Smithfield has been 
r ecen t ly  r e s to red .  
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3000 a c r e s  i n  Montgomery County. Colonel Preston began bu i ld ing  the  

0 I s resent house s h o r t l y  before  t h e  Revolution, completing i t  a f t e r  t h e  war. 
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Smithf ie ld  is one of t h e  e a r l i e s t  l a r g e  p l a n t a t i o n  houses b u i l t  west of 
the  Blue Ridge Mountains* The land on which i t  s tands  was o r i g i n a l l y  
patented t o  c o l o n e l  John Pat ton .  His nephew, Colonel William Pres ton ,  
4 Q y 7 , ~ a  ~ i r h  h i  unc le  i n  the  war a g a i n s t  t h e  Indians,  and i n  1773 receive 

>ames Pat ton  p a t t e r s o n ,  l a t e r  Governor of  V i rg in i a ,  was born a t  Smithfiel 
and h i s  dazzehter married John Floyd who served a s  V i r g i n i a ' s  Governor 

its vast array of outbui ld ing ,  is  unique t o r  i t s  time and place.  

..-- 

1 1830-;:, Thei r  son,  John Buchanan Floyd, was a l s o  born a t  Smi thf ie l  

3 *nu served a s  Governor from 1849-52. 

S i g n i f i c a n t  because of i t s  . . .  e a r l y  appearance - and l o c a t i o n ,  Smi thf ie ld ,  w i t  
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