


6. Functlon or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

GOVERNMENT: post o f f i c e  GOVERNMENT: wst o f f i c e  

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation CONCRETE 
l a t e  19th 6 20th century  revivals :  Colonial walls DRICK 

Revival 
roof METAL: t i n  
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Christ iansburg Pos t  Of f i ce  of 1936 is located  on t h e  northwest s i d e  of t h e  
north quadrant of t h e  publ ic  square i n  Christ iansburg.  The one-story, br ick  s t r u c t u r e  
incorpora tes  e l a b o r a t e  Colonial  Revival de ta i l ing .  A mid-twentieth-century add i t ion  
t o  t h e  r e a r  (northwest)  does not  i m p a i r  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  form of t h e  building. 

The nine-course common-bond br ick  bui ld ing is of domestic s c a l e  and f e a t u r e s  twelve- 
over-twelve double-hung s a s h  windows, a den t i cu la ted  cornice,  and a standing-seam 
m e t a l ,  gabled roof surmounted by a small,  f l a t - roof& cupola with arched louvers 
and corner p i l a s t e r s .  The gab le  ends a r e  furnished wi th  weatherboarded pediments 
containing semici rcular  windows. The arched e n t r y  door is located  i n  t h e  center  of 
t h e  five-bay p r i n c i p a l  ( sou theas t )  facade and f e a t u r e s  a Greek Doric en tab la tu re  
supported by f l u t e d ,  Doric columns and p a r t i a l  p i l a s t e r s .  The o r i g i n a l  doors have 
been replaced by modern aluminum doors. The door is flanked by ornamental i r o n  
lamps on wall  brackets .  The s o r t i n g  ram extends into a flat-rmfed wing to the 
rear with a sb r i ck  parapet  and l a r g e  e x t e r i o r  chimney s tacks .  A smal l  add i t ion  t o  
t h e  r e a r  conta ins  a roofed loading dock reached by a r a i s e d  concre te  parking l o t  
surrounded by a concre te  wal l  and i r o n  pipe r a i l i n g s .  The b o i l e r  K c o m  i n  t h e  base- 
ment is reached by a door on t h e  southwest s i d e  of t h e  main bui ld ing.  

The i n t e r i o r  i s  charac ter ized  by a lobbywhich occupies t h e  f r o n t  (southeas t )  and 
t h e  southwest s ide .  The s o r t i n g  room is located  i n  t h e  balance of t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  
with t h e  postmaster 's o f f i c e  occupying t h e  nor theas t  corner and opening off t h e  
lobby. The lobby is p las te red  and fea tu res  earth-colored t i l e s  l a i d  i n  decora t ive  
p a t t e r n s  i n  t h e  f looreand wainscot. Dark s t a ined ,  varnished woadwork surrounds t h e  
doors and windows. A well-detai led paneled v e s t i b u l e  is loca ted  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  .' 
f r o n t  door. The door t o  t h e  postmaster 's  o f f i c e  is equipped with an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
cornice,  molded t r i m ,  and base blocks. The door 's  p o s i t i o n  as t h e  decora t ive  center -  
p iece  of t h e  lobby is re inforced by its being surmounted by a W.P.A. mural depic t ing  
l o c a l  events  of t h e  French and Indian  iand Revolutionary wars painted by Paul  DeTroot 
i n  1938. The mural shows a pioneer f igure ,  Indians a t t ack ing ,  a log house, Bluecoats 
marching and being d i r e c t e d  by an o f f i c e r  about t o  mount a w h i t e  horse, and t h e  
modern town of Chr is t iansburg  i n  t h e  d is tance .  

The well-preserved bui ld ing is t h e  most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  soph i s t i ca ted  s t r u c t u r e  on 
t h e  public  square. 

See continuation sheet 



8. Statement of Siqnificance 
Certitying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

nationally statewide IX)iocally 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) OA 8 RC D E OF OG 
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

ARCHITECTURE 1936-1938 
ART 

191F. 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person ArchitectIBuilder 
N/A Louis A. Simon, a r c h i t e c t  

Det root ,  Paul, a r t i s t  

Slate significance of property, and justity criteria, criteria Considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The 1936 Christ iansburg Post  Off ice  is s i g n i f i c a n t  under c r i t e r i o n  C a s  a w e l l -  
preserved s t r u c t u r e  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  high a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s tandards  employed by t h e  
U.S. P;stal Service  i n  t h e  second q u a r t e r  of t h e  twent ie th  century and of t h e  use 
of a r t  as a r c h i t e c t u r a l  ornament as encovraged by t h e  Works Progress Administration 
during t h e  Great Depression and afterwards. Al t e ra t ions  and add i t ions  t o  t h e  build- 
ing  are minor and c h i e f l y  kept t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  bui ld ing and out  of t h e  public  
view..The building's  h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c  has been c a r e f u l l y  maintained on both t h e  
e x t e r i o r  and i n t e r i o r .  

The a r c h i t e c t  f o r  t h e  Pos t  Of f i ce  bui ld ing was Louis A. Simon, chief a r c h i t e c t  f o r  
t h e  U.S. Pos ta l  Se rv ice  and t h e  c red i t ed  designer of many pos t  o f f i c e s  ac ross  t h e  
nation. He was t h e  a r c h i t e c t  of t h e  nearby Radford Post  Office, which is e s s e n t i a l l y  
a two-story vers ion  of t h e  Christ iansburg building.  The cornerstone lists 1936 a s  
t h e  bui ld ing 's  d a t e  of e rec t ion  and Neal Melnick as supervis ing  engineer. The hand- 
some and muscular mural by artist  Paul DeTroot is dated 1938 and is represen ta t ive  
of t h e  s t y l e  and t y p i c a l  sub jec t  mat ter  of Depression-era and W.P.A.-sponsored 
pain t ing  and .sculpture. . - .. , , : 

O s e e  continuation sheet 



-- 9. Major Blbllographlcal References 

Harman, B i l l .  Interview, 1988. 

q See continuation sheet 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
[7preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data: 

has been requested B State historic preservation office 
[7previously listed in the National Register Other State agency 
[7previously determined eligible by the National Register q Federal agency 
Odesignaled a National Historic Landmark q Local government 
Orecorded by Historic American Buildings University 

S U W ~ Y  # Other 
recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository: 
Record # V ~ ~ ~ b r m t o f H i s t C o r i c R e s a n r e s  . .  . , 

2 2 1  Governor S t r e e t  
10. Geographical Data Richmond. Virginia 23219 

Acreage of-property Less than one acre. 

UTM References 
A LLI 15 l 5 , 2  14 17 o I I 4, 11 a 91 2, 7, 01 

Zone Easting Northing 
B L L _ I  w u 

Zone Eastinq Northing 

O s e e  continuation sheet , 

Verbal Boundary Descrlptlon 

The boundaries correspond to the  boundaries of tax  parcel #527-(A)-48. 

O s e e  continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification . 

The boundaries were chosen t o  include the  building and its  immediate s i t e .  

O s e e  continuation sheet 

1 Form Prepared By 
nameltitle C i  hnrrn W < > r = h a m  
organization _Gi hs,>n wnrshap. n rPhrt"C: date J u n e  1988 
street a number Roltte 2 .  Y e 1  l o w  Su-s telephone !7n?? 5 5 7  / . 7?n  

cily or town w r v  . . state Virpinia zip code24073 








