


CONDITION 	 CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

EEXCELLENTchurch -DETERIORATED 	 churchXUNALTERED ZORIGINALSITE 


=GOOD school  -RUINS X A L T E R E D  school  -MOVED DATE 


-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 


DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINALlIF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

S i t u a t e d  on a  high promontory overlooking t h e  torm of Chr i s t i ansburg ,  t h e  

Chr is t iansburg  I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  c o n s i s t s  of  t h r e e  bu i ld ings  s ' i gn i f i can t  i n  t h e  

e a r l i e s t  h i s t o r y  of  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  These inc lude  t h e  H i l l  School (1885), t h e  Schaeffer  

Memorial Bap t i s t  Church (1885), and t h e  Primary Annex (1888). 


Schaef fer  Memorial Bap t i s t  Church and t h e  Primary Annex 
-	 , 

! 
B u i l t  i n  a  ve rnacu la r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of V i c t o r i a n  Gothic,  t h e  Schaeffer  Memorial i 

Bapt i s t  Church is a b r i c k ,  seven-course-American-bond, gable-roof s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a i 

p r o j e c t i n g  sou theas t  co rne r  tower. The tower  c o n s i s t s  of f o u r  s t a g e s .  T h e f i r s t  conta ins  
a c e n t r a l  double-door en t r ance  capped by a  Gothic transom and framed by a p ro jec t ing  b r i c k  
arch .  The corners  o f  the  tower a r e  framed by b r i ck  b u t t r e s s e s  which te rminate  a t  a 
wooden co rn ice .  The second s t a g e  conta ins  an e longated  t r ip l e -hung  s a s h  window capped by 
a r a i s e d - b r i c k ' a r c h  and d iv ided  i n  the  middle by a  p l a i n  wooden panel.  A border of  
co lored  square  l i g h t s  frames panes of c l e a r  g l a s s .  The t h i r d  s t a g e  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  wood- 
frame b e l f r y  w i t h  louvres .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  f o u r t h  s t a g e  conta ins  a pyramidal sh ingled  roof 
wi th  smal l  dormers. 

The main body of  t h e  church i s  loca ted  t o  the  west of the  tower and conta ins  a 
b u t t r e s s e d ,  p r o j e c t i n g  gabled e n t r y .  This en t r ance  is marked by double doors surmounted 
by a  Gothic-inspired,stained-glass transom. A round s t a i n e d - g l a s s  window conta in ing  a 
S t a r  of David is loca ted  above the e n t r y  on the  second s t o r y .  The wa l l  su r face  around 
t h e  window and e n t r y  is r a i s e d ,  accentua t ing  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e lements .  The western bay 
conta ins  a  multi-paned window wi th  a border  of co lo red  square  l i g h t s .  The second s t o r y  
conta ins  a  multi-paned arched window wi th  border  panes of  co lored  g l a s s .  

The e a s t  and west e l e v a t i o n s  c o n s i s t  of f o u r  bays. The f e n e s t r a t i o n  on t h e  f i r s t  
s t o r y  c o n s i s t s  o f  mult i -paned,  hung-sash windows, each wi th  a border  of  co lored  square  
l i g h t s .  Each of  the  second-story windows c o n s i s t s  of  a  mult i -paned,  arched window of 
hung sash ,  wi th  a  border  o f  c l e a r  and colored square  l i g h t s .  The n o r t h  o r  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n  
con ta ins  a  r a i s e d  w a l l  plane,  f lanked on both s i d e s  i n  the  f i r s t  s t o r y  by a  transom-
l i g h t  doorway. A c i r c u l a r  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  window s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  found o n  t h e  sou th  
e l e v a t i o n  l i g h t s  t h e  second s t o r y  and is f lanked by a  p a i r  o f  mult i -paned,  hung-sash 
windows wi th  borders  o f  c l e a r  and square  l i g h t s .  

The i n t e r i o r  p lan  of t h e  church c o n s i s t s  of  a church h a l l  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and 
t h e  church sancbary  and nave on the  second f l o o r .  Thesanctuary preserves  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
church fu rn i sh ings  and p u l p i t ,  and the o r i g i n a l  pews a r e  s t i l l  i n  use .  I 

Connected t o  t h e  church by a covered passageway is a  wood-frame, ten t - roof  octagon,  
known as  the  Primary Annex. Simply f i n i s h e d  i n  the  i n t e r i o r ,  t h e  annex conta ins  s t r i k i n g .  
examples of V ic to r i an  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  windows, i nc lud ing  a  memorial window i n  honor o f  
Ada A. Schaef fer ,  t h e  w i f e  of  Captain Schae f fe r ,  t h e  founder of  the  i n s t i t u t e ,  which 
graces  t h e  chancel .  

(See Cont inuat ion  Sheet  81) 
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aSIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 	 AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY P U N N I N G  -LANOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ E L I G I O N  

A R C H E O L O G Y - H I S T O R I C  -CONSERVATION -LAW 	 -SCIENCE 

A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOLIICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

~ R C H I T E C T U R E  XEOUCATION -MILITARY XSOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 
A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

-COMMERCE 	 -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION-
-COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY 	 -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER (SPECIFY1 

J N V E N T I O N  

(amateur designer) ,  

SPECIFIC DATES 1885; 1888 BUILDER'ARCH'TECT Charles S  . Schaeffer .  1
'1 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE . . . .. :  . . ,  , . . , . 1 , ' . . 7. ' .  - , i . ,  ,,: 

... The Chris  t i ansburg  ~ n d u s t r - i a l  I n s t i t u t e  -and t h e  Schaeffer  Memorial B a p t i s t  Church 
, 	are-monuments i n  t h e  s o c i a l ,  e d u c a t i o n a 1 , a n d  r e l i g i o u s  h i s to ry .  o f  t h e  b lack  co rnun i ty  

of  southwestern Vi rg in i a .  . Through t h e  e a r l y  e f f o r t s  of Captain ~ h a r l e s  S. Schae f fe r ,  
t h e  founder of t h e  i n s t i t u t e ,  t h e  blacks of  Montgomery County were a b l e  t o  r ece ive  
educat ional  and t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l s .  It is from t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  provided a t  t h e  school  
and encouraged by t h e  Memorial Bap t i s t  C h u r c h t h a r  t h e  Chr is t iansburg  b lack  popula t ion  

has con t r ibu ted  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e  ranks of l eade r sh ip  i n  Montgomery County. . 


The h i s t o r y  of  t h e  Chr i s t i ansburg  I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  began i n  1866 when a Freedmen 
Bureau school  f i r s t  opened i n  Montgomery County. b r i n g  t h e  ~ e c o n s t r u c t i o n  period,  

s e p a r a t e  schools  f o r  b lacks  and whi tes  were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Chr i s t i ansburg  a r e a ,  as  

elsewhere. Founded by Captain Charles  S. Schae f fe r ,  a reedm men's Bureau'agent, the  

p r i v a t e  school  f o r  primary-aged Negroes was e s t a b l i s h e d  f i v e  yea r s  be fo re  t h e  publ ic  

school  system became a r e a l i t y .  Both academic and r e l i g i o u s  t r a i n i n g  were emphasized 

dur ing  most of  S c h a e f f e r ' s  t h i r t y - e a r  a f f i l i a t i o n .  


Not long a f t e r  organiz ing  a cJ?aass f o r  t h e  freedmen i n  1866, Captain 

Schae f fe r ,  l a t e r  an ordained Bap t i s t  m i n i s t e r ,  formally opened t h e  c h r i s t i a n s b u r g  

African Bap t i s t  Church. This meeting house was used j o i n t l y  f o r  church and school  

Purposes- The Sunday School enrol lment  exceeded t h e  day-school membership, w i t h  some 

t eache r s  a l s o  teaching  Bible c l a s s e s  a t  n i g h t .  The combination frame s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  i n  

1867 served a s  an elementary schoolhouse, w i t h  b lack  Bap t i s r ju s ing  it f o r  a  meeting house 

on n igh t s  and weekends. I n  1869 an a d d i t i o n  was b u l l t  t o  accommodate r a p i d  growth. By 

t h i s  time s t u d e n t s  were a t t e n d i n g  the  school  from long d i s t ances ,  having arranged board 

"in the  poor cabins of  t h e  neighborhood" o r  a t  Captain Schae f fe r ' s  home. 


! !
I n  1873 Schae f fe r  superv ised  the  bu i ld ing  of t h e  " f i r s t  house f o r  Normal school  I .I '  

purposes." The l a r g e ,  two-story s t r u c t u r e  was paid f o r  through Quaker a i d ,  w i t h  four  1 

t eachers  added t o  t h e  f a c u l t y .  By 1885 the  s t r u c t u r e  was outgrown, and a new two-and-one- 1 

h a l f - s t o r y  schoolhouse, t h e  H i l l  School,  was b u i l t  s imul taneous ly  w i t h  t h e  Memorial 

Church. An annex was added t o  t h e  complex i n  1888. . . 


The ~ r i e n d s '  reed men's Assoc ia t ion ,  a Phi lalephia-based o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  Socie ty  . ;  

of Fr iends ,  supported t h e  school  i n  Chr is t iansburg  throughout i ts  ex i s t ence .  I n  1895 
 iBooker T. Washington was convinced by t h e  Socie ty  of  Friends t o  take  over  the  supe rv i s ion  

of the school ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  much-expanded curr iculum. The I n s t i t u t e  modeled i t s  program : 


on those pioneered a t  Tuslcegee and Mampton. Limited space f o r  boarding s t u d e n t s  along ! 

with t h e  new program n e c e s s i t a t e d  the  a c q u i s i t i o n  of  a new campus f o r  h igh  school  t r a i n i n g . '  

The o l d e r  s t u d e n t s  were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a n ine ty -e igh t - ac re  farm complex i n  1902. U n t i l  

1953 the  H i l l  School remained t h e  Prepara tory  I r ldus t r i a l  School f o r  b lack  s t u d e n t s .  i 

(See Continuat ion Sheet  #2) Ij1 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

From 1953 t o  1967,  t h e  Young P e o p l e ' s  C h r i s t i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  used  t h e  o l d  
H i l l  Schoo l  b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  purposes  o f  C h r i s t i a n  e d u c a t i o n  and s u p e r v i s e d  
r e c r e a t i o n  f o r  young p e o p l e  i n  t h e  community. A f t e r  1967 t h e  T r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  
S c h a e f f e r  Memorial B a p t i s t  Church l e a s e d  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s b u r g  
Community C e n t e r ,  who i n  t u r n  s u b l e a s e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  a d e l e g a t e  agency,  t h e  
New R i v e r  Community A c t i o n ,  I n c .  The b u i l d i n g  i s  s t i l l  used  a s  a community c e n t e r  

The S c h a e f f e r  I lemoria l  B a p t i s t  Church c o n t i n u e s  t o  f u n c t i o n  a s  a B a p t i s t  
m e e t i n 2  h o u s e ,  r e t a i n i n g  a l l  o f  i ts  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c ,  i n c l u d i n g  c h a n c e l  f u r n i t u r e ,  
pews, and b a p t i s t r y .  A memoria l  p laque  and p o r t r a i t  o f  C a p t a i n  S c h a e f f e r  hang on 
e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  c h a n c e l .  

. , 

I 



1 

/
i 
I 

i 
i 

i 
I 

BMAJORBIBLIOGRAPHICAE REFERENCES 
Chris t iansburg  School D i s t r i c t ,  EIinute Book, 1870-1898. >lontgomery School Eoard Of f i ce ,  


Chr is t iansburg ,  V i r g i n i a  

Dickenson, Richard B. and Ann Swain. "Shaeffer Memorial Eap t i s t  Church and Chr i s t i ansburg  


I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  ( H i l l  School)." Unpublished r e p o r t  i n  f i l e s  of V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  

Landmarks C o m i s s i o n ,  1977.  


Fr iends '  Freedmen's Associat ion.  Department of Records of Ph i l ade lph ia  Yearly Meeting of 

Rel ig ious  S o c i e t y  of  Friends (microfilm). Executive Committee Minutes, 1895-1973. 


(See Continuat ion Sheet  8 1 )  GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
2  ac resACREAGE OF N O ~ U N A T E DPROPERR 

UTM REFERENCES 

AM1515r21717101 ~ 4 , 1 ~ 1 , 0 ~ 2 t 7 1 0 J  Bwl-L-Ldl~l l l f '  
NORTHINGcar r !  , , , , , , , , , I , , , IfTsTl lNi  NORTHING , 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTlON a t  a poin t  on N s i d e  of High S t r e e t ,  approximately ~ e ~ i n n i n ~  
100'E of i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  S h a f f e r  S t r e e t ;  thence extending approximately 125'N; thence 
extending about 450'  E>E; thence extending about 150'  SSE t o  N s i d e  of tligh S t r e e t ;  thence 
fol lowing 500' 1J along s a i d  s t r e e t  t o  point  of o r i g i n .  The boundaries thus  encompass l o t s  
258 and 253 i n  t h e  Town o f  Chr is t iansburg .  

. . 
. . . . , 

' I , . , . , , : . :  . , , , 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

~ F O X MPREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Comnission S t a f f  
L 


ORGANlZATlOZI DATE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Flay, 1978 
S T R E E T 5  NUhlBER T E L E P H O N E  

221 Governor S t r e e t  (804) 786-3144 
CITY OR T ~ W N  STATE 

Richmond Vi rg in ia  23219 

ESTATEHISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

XNATIONAL- STATEX LOCAL -
AS the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic P rese~a t i on  Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 


hereby nominate this property for inclusibn in the National Reglsfer and certify that it has been evaluated according to  the 


STATE H 

Tucker H i l l  

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

IHEREBY CERTIFY THATTHIS PROPERTY I S  INCLUDED I N  A L  REGISTER 


DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLDG 

ATTEST 


KEEPER OFTHE NATION4L REGISTER 

GPO 892.4:) 



-- 

Form No. 10-30Oa 
lRsv 10-741 

UNITED S T A 1  tSD E P A R T b l t N T  01- T t l t  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 


NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INWNTORY -- NOMINA'PION FORM 


Old Chr is t iansburg  I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  ( p r e f e r r e d ) ,  Montgomery County, V i rg in i a  

CONTI NUATlON SHEET81 ITEM NUMBER 9 & 7 PAGE 1 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Harrison,  Charles  H. The S to ry  of 5 Consecrated Life. Phi lade lphia :  J. B. 
L ipp inco t t  Co., 1900. 

Long, Edgar A. Papers ,  1895-1924. I n  possession of  John Pres ton  ElcConnell Library  
Archives, Radford, V i rg in i a .  

Montgomery County, V i r g i n i a ,  School b a r d  Records. Minutes, 1904-1966. 
Po tee t ,  George F. "Secondary Education i n  Montgomery County, 1776-1936." M.A. 

t h e s i s ,  Un ive r s i ty  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  1936. 
Rockfe l l e r  Foundation Archives, New York. Correspondence, memoranda, r e p o r t s ,  

c i r c u l a r s  of  t h e  General Education Board i n  connect ion wi th  Chr is t iansburg  
I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  1902-1928. 

Schae f fe r ,  Captain Charles  S. ,Diary,  1856-1899, Vols. 11, 111. I n  possession o f  
Mrs. T. Al len  P h i l l i p s ,  Laure l ,  Delaware. 

Swain, Ann S. "Chris t iansburg I n s t i t u t e :  From reed men's Bureau En te rp r i se  t o  
Regional High School." M.A. t h e s i s ,  Radford College,  Radford, V i r g i n i a ,  1975. 

Washington, Booker T. U. S. L ib ra ry  of Congress. Vols. 11, I V ,  ed .  Louis R.  
Harlan,  &. Urbana: Un ive r s i ty  of I l l i n o i s  P res s ,  1972.' 

7 .  DESCRIPTION 

H i l l  School 

The H i l l  School is loca ted  immediately t o  t h e  west of t h e  Schaeffer  Memorial 
Bap t i s t  Church and was b u i l t  a t  the  same time. It is a two-and-one-half-story, 
cruciform-plan,  gable-roof  s t r u c t u r e  s e t  on a low s tone  foundat ion.  It is con-
s t r u c t e d  i n  six-course-American-bond brickwork. 

I d e n t i c a l  i n  appearance, the en t rances  found on the  e a s t  and west e l eva t ions  
each c o n s i s t  of  an arched,  t ransom-light  double-paneled doorway flanked on both 
s i d e s  by narrow arched hung-sash windows. The second f l o o r  of  two bays c o n s i s t s  
of  mult i -paned,  hung-sash windows wi th  borders  of  c l e a r  square  l i g h t s .  A 1 1  t h e  
l i n t e l s  and s i l l s  found on the bu i ld ing  a r e  cons t ruc ted  of  wood. 

The n o r t h  and sou th  e l e v a t i o n s  con ta in  fou r  bays, wi th  windows i d e n t i c a l  t o  
those  found on the  west and e a s t  e l e v a t i o n s .  Although the bu i ld ing  is s t y l i s t i c a l l y  
i n  the  I t a l i a n a t e  mode, t h e  windows suggest  a  Queen Anne Revival  i n s p i r a t i o n .  

The i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  school  has been r a d i c a l l y  a l t e r e d .  The bu i ld ing  ceased t o  
func t ion  a s  a school  i n  1953 and has s i n c e  undergone ex tens ive  a l t e r a t i o n s .  
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