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Areas of Signiricance (Encer categories from instructions)
ARCHEOLOGY: Historic, Non-aboriginal
EDUCATION

Period of Significance _  1893-1938

Significant Dates ___ 1893
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Significant Persor (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/2A

Cultural Affiliation African~American

Architect/Builder ___Unknown
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one or more continuation sheets.)
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Maps '
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Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
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7. Narrative Description

The Manassas Industrial School was established during the late nineteenth century
(1893) by Jennie Dean, a charismatic ex-slave who believed in the value of
vocational education for black youth of both saxes. The school operated as a
private residential institution until it was taken over in 1938 by a regional
public school system that included Fairfax, Prince William and Faquier counties
and other local goverrments. African-American students came to the Manassas
facility until each jurisdiction built its own segr2gated schools. With the
establishment of the present school buildings ir the early 13605, the Manassas
Industrial School buildings were demolished and the site was landscaped.

N , Ot across the middle of the project area.
southern portlon of the prOject area also contains the open-ground remains of a
tennis court that was recently removed.

Trees line Yoth the existing and fcrmer entranca
Dean School. The topography of the area is a generally flat plain with a gradual
drop-off from the old eantrance drive scuthward. Evidence of public utility lines,
including water, gas, 2lectrrical, and sewer lines, are present along the periphery
of the prnject area, aspecially along the recently-constructed Wellington Road.

A series of histaric markers are present on the property. Three historic markers
are located ir situ. Twe of thase are constructed from the reddish-brown
siltstone that forned the focundations of several of the Manassas Industrial School
buildings. These older marXers appear to contain the corner stones of Howland
Hall and Hackley Hall. The Howland Hall marker is located in the western portion
of the project area while the Hackley Hall marker 1is 1loczted in the eastern
portion. ©Eas® of the Hackley Hall sign is a more nmodern interpretive sign that
cutlines the history <f£ the Manassas Industrial School. Two other historical
markers, not secated c¢r permanent foundations, are located within the southern
porticn cf tho projecr az2rea.

During its tenure as a residential school for black youth from northern Virginia
and other rtates, the Manassas TIndustrial Schoco) had a open, campus-like
atmosphere. Photugravhic and ar“"raph1c sources provide some evidence of the
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school and its environs.

and surrounded by

The si1te was -described as "elevated and healthful,
picturesque scerery" (Manassas Industrial School 1302-1903:5;)

In 1938, the Manassas Industrial School contained 14 structures (Thompson 1938).
Two buildings, Hackley and Howland Halls, fronted on Prince William Drive, which
was in the approximate position of the present entrance road to the Dean School.
Together with the Carnegie Building, which was seated about 200 feet south of
Prince William Drive, these three buildings formed the triangular core of the
ipstitution. In the center of this triangle was Bailey Hall, a residential hall
and print shop. Early twentieth century photographs of the schocl’s core area
show an open Jjiandscage with a few deccrative plantings. Walkways led from the
rear doors of the girl‘e and boy’s dorritories across an open area tc the Carnegie
Building and other classvrcons.

During its operation, the Manassas Industrial School grew from a 100-acre to a
200-acre campus that included a model farm. Agricult:ral buildings were seated
in a long line that ran westward frcm the academic core of the school. Among the
agricultural structures were a dairy barn, a calf shed, a zorn crib, and a meat
house. The architectural and archaeological remains of many of these buildings
were destroyed :y the davszlopment of the present Cean School.

At present, the archaecleogical remains of four structures have been identified at
this site: How.and Hall, Hackley Hall, the Carnegie 3uilding, and Charter Cottage.
No evidence of these buildings survivss above ground.

Howland Hall served as the girls”’s dormitory and dining hall during operation of
the Manassas Industrial 001,

w Early twentieth century insurance records (Thompscon 193
indicated tha? howland Hall was a T-shaped building oriented north-south with a

62 by 43 foot biserment under the long segment of “he T. It was reported to have
brick and store foundatisns and 3 large chimneys. The building was 94 feet in
total length.

Excavations in "he area of Howland Hell identified the ezst and south walls of the
62 % 43 foot basu:ment (LEA 1993). Howland Hall wes located significantly closer
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to the edge of the extart Dean School parking lot than was predicted by the
interpretation of historic maps. From the interpolation of the building’s outline
based on the located foundation walls, it appears that portions of Howland Hall
‘may have been cut by the grading and landscaping completed with the opening of the
new Dean School in “he early 1960s.

Serving as the dormitory for nale students, Hackley Hall was located in the
eastern portion of the project area, approximately 250 feet east of Howland Hall.

{Thonpson 1938).

“foundation walls

Excavations in the area of Hackley Hall have clearly identified the former
location of this building (LB2 1993). Firm evidence of the structure’s south,
west, and norta stona foundation walls was located, as well as the brick footer
from the southwest corner porch. In addition to the structural remains, the
topsoil sampling also vyielded personal artifacts (tcothbrush and jewelry
fragments) that wer= probably the brelongings of a student at this former
residential schnol.

Named for on=2 of th2 schools benefactor’s, the Carnegie Building housqd the
library and varicus classrooms at the Manassas school. The building comprised a
52 by 104 foot block that was attached by a hyphen addition to the Industrial

Building to the south. The 1938 insurance plat for the Carnegie ?uilding
indicated that it had 13-inchk thick brick foundation walls and was without a
basement (Thcmrson 19383, Together, these two structures encoapassed an

approximately 10C by 150 foot area (Sanborn 1912, 1924, 1943).

Test excavatiors have not resulted in a clear definition of tha Carnegie
Building’s outline. It is zpparent from the consistency of the physical remains
that the easterr wall of this structure was probably located along the approximate
line drawn by the wall sections identified through mechanically-excavated
trenching. These excavations hava also suggested that the structural renains of
the cCarnegie and Industrial PRuildings have been broadly disturbed by previous
earthmoving astivities at the site. The best preserve structural remains may be
located along the Carrpegie Building’s northern wall which is apparently located
adjacent tc the forwer access road to the Dean School.
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Charter Cottage was cne of four dwelling houses located on the school grounds in
1915. A frame structure on a siltstone foundation, the building was used as a

teacher’s residence.

During the late 1890s this structure housed some of the

school’s first sessions. Cartographic sources
this building nad four rooms and a front porch.

(Sanborn 1912, 1924) suggest that
Charter Cottage was apparently

demolished between 1924 and 1543.

The proposed realignment of Wellington Road during the late 1980s led to the
archaeological identification and later limited testing at the site of Charter
Cottage. Archaeclogical fieldwork comprised the excavation of shovel test pits
at 20 foot intervals across the area of constructior impacts and 5 x 5 foot test
units in the areas where cultural features were identified. The archaeological
remains of Charter Cot*age were destroyed by subsequent road construction.

The above-ground physical integrity c<f the Manassas Industrial School’s original
campus area has been severely compromised by subsequent landuse of the property
as a modern school. In addition, impacts to the sites’s archaeological record
have also come primarily from the continuing development of the site. Several
utility lines cross th2 ca. 4.5-acre property, although the damage from this
construction appears linited. Perhaps a more significent impact was the apparent
grading of the southern portion of the site, including much of the location of the
Carnegie and Industrial 2uildings. However, the full effect of demclition
activities, utility lines, and grading on the archzeolagical record can not be
evaluated until a comprehensive archaeological survey is completed. Significant
remains can ke expected a® structures such as Bailey Hall., which was apparently
torn down between 1924 and 1943.

Recorded as sita 442PWSL3, the-quassas Industrial School has been the subject of
two scientific archaeclegyical 1investigations. During the late 19338, Kay
McCarron, a coasulting archaeclogist, conducted a series of archaeological studies
at the site of the Charter Cottage building (McCarron 1988b, 1988c, 1988d, 1988e).
The remains of tha Chariar Cottage were threatened with further destruction by the
construction ¢f Wellingt:r. Road. McCarren conduched extensive excavations at this
site prior tc road constructicn. McCarron’s site form for the Manassas Industrial
School notes that the Cot:age site contained & variety of domestic and
architectural artifects “hat could provide further information regarding life at
the school during *he l:at2 ninsteenth and early twentieth century. A full report
of this work forthcoming (McCarror, personal communication, 1983).

.
1o

-2
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In 1993, at the regquaest of the City cf Manassas and the Manassas Museum, the
Cultural Rescurce Group of Louis Berger & Associates, Inc. (LBA) cocnducted limitgd
archaeological investigations at the site of the Manassas Industrial School 1in
Manassas, Virgiria, 44PW505. The purpose of this investigation was to: locate the
outlines of Hackley, Howland, and Carnegie Halls and to identify the presence of
archaeological remains at these buildings; prepare a nomination for this property
for submission to the Virgiria and National Register of Historic Places; and
prepare a project report that includes a site stewardship plan.

This project was conducted in preparation for the establishment of the Manassas
Industrial School/Jennie Dean Memorial Park on this site. Current proposals for
Phase I of the Memorial envision the physical outlining of the surviving
foundations aleong the axisting ground surface. The purpose of locating the
foundations fcr the School’s three principal structures is to enhance the
interpretation cf this historic site.
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8. Narrative Statement of Significance

The Manassas Industrial Schocl is eligible for the National Register of Historic
Places under Criterion D because its below-ground remains centain a unique record
of daily life at a residential vccational school for black youth during the late
nineteenth and ecarly twentieth centuries. This archaeological property is
associated with the history of African-Americans, especially with their struggle
for education during the years after slavery and the Jim Crow era.

This archaeclogical property is eligible under Criterion D becazuse its subsurface
remains contains information on the standards of living for the school’s students
and teachers. As a private residential institution from its founding in 1893 to
the late 1930s, the Manassas Indus%rial School was unigue to Northern Virginia.
This quality was lost in 1938 when it became a publicly-supported regional school
for blacks. As a vocaticnal school, this property is most appropriately
associated with the history of educaticn in the United States and the struggle
that African~Americans faced in establishing a place within a free society.

After almost a decade of fund-raising ky Jennie Dean, the Manassas Industrial
School for Colored Youth was chartered on October 7, 1893 and dedicated by
Frederick Douglass on September 3, 1894. The first classes began in October 1894.
Construction of Howland Hall was completed in 1894. Both Howland Hall and Hackley
Hall, destroyed by fires during the 1890s, were rebuilt by 1901. The Carnegie
Building was establicshed after 1907 ’‘Simmons 1986:40-45).

The Manassas School was most clearly associated with its founder, Jennie Dean, its
students and faculty, and its benefactors. A native of Prince William County,
Jennie Dean was born into slavery in 1852, After the Civil War, Ms. Dean worked
as a domestic servant ‘n Washington, D.C. During this time she devaloped an
interest in thz educational needs of blacks, reccgnizing the social evils and
economic threats facing vouths who either moved to the cities or stayed in rural
areas. In the 18803, she established a series of vocational classes on Saturdays
and religious classes on Sundays in Northern Virginia (Simmons 1986:40-45).

Jennie Dean was a charismatic speaker and a successful fund-raiser. FHer social
abilities and yrofessional contacts among the white gentry helped her to gather
the resources necessary to establish the Manassas School. For example, she met
Miss Emily Howlend cof New York at “he Womar’s Suffrage Convention in Washington
D.C. in 1893. Ms. lowland gava “he funds required %o construct the first building
at the school. Howland ~all. Hackley Hall was named for another berefarter. Mrs.
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C.B. Hackley of Tarrytown, MNew York. Andrew Carnegie’s gift of $30,000 in 1907
for the construstion of a library, administration, and classroom building (called
the Carnegie Building) helped to bring in further donations and recognition for
the school (Simnons 19%8€:40-45",

The Manassas Industrial School is also associated with its students and teachers.
On average, about 150 students attended the school during the terms, which lasted
from October through May. In 1902-3, the faculty c:mprised a Principal, Assistant
Principal (who also served as the Musical Directcr), a Matron, a Graduate Teacher,
and instructors in sewing, cooking, carpentry, and blacksmithing. By 1915-6,
areas of instruction had expanded to include: mathematice, natural sciences,
domestic science, household arts, blacksmithing, wheelwrighting, mattressmaking,
geography, physiclogy, music, carpentry, painting, mechanical drawing,
agriculture, literatur=, english, sewing, laundry methods, cobbling, shoemaking,
poultry husbandry, anc prkysical training.

In its operaticn and organization, the Manassas Industrial School attempted to be
an independent., disciplined, and self-sufficient institution. Although tha school
charged tuition and fees, it also relied upon and scught the gifts (boxh financial
and material) of generous benefactors. Many of the vearly reports contained lists
of equipment, supplies, and other items that were needed by the schocl, such as
globes, library books, and a fire extinguishing apparatus.

The Manassas School was indeed a place of industry. In all departments--whether
mechanical trades, agriculture, or domestic arts--students were paid a certain
amount for their labors. These fees could be applied to their tuition 2nd hoard.
In addition, the school's leadership endeavored to produce enough fruits, and
vegetables, livastock, and grains tc supply the subsistence needs of the students
and faculty during the schocl year. 1In 1902, for example, the school’s fields
produced tirothy, c¢lover, corn, fodder, beans (green, white, and lime varieties),
oyster plant, parsnips. ruta bagas (sic¢], turnips, *tomatoes, potatves (white and
sweet), beets, onions, pumpkins, kale, and cabbage. Livestock included three
horses, five cows, three calves, five sows, eleven young pige and "abcut a hundred
fowls" (Manassas Irdustrial School 1302-3:14-15).

Finally, the Manassas School was a place of discipline. Boys were under the
supervision of & Zommandan: while the girls were watched by a Matron. Rooms were
observed daily for neatness ard all mail and packages vere subject to inspection.
"Card playing, ri:e use of profane lanjuage, of spiritusus liquors, or of tobacco,
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and the possession cf firearms" were prohibited. As a sober institution, the
spirit of "interdependence and mutual helpfulness" was emphasized in all aspects
of a strict daily schedule. To train their bodies, as well as their minds, boys
had "military drill'" and were "reguired to do guard duty" while girls had
"gymnastics and outdoor games." A student needed the Principle’s permission to
leave the school grounds. Every student was required to provide a uniform, a
bible, shoes, underwear, overgarments, personal linens, and personal hygiene
items. Cirls were discouraged from wearing “"jewelry and showy dress" and their
trunks were inspected upon their arrival to enforce this rule (Manassas Industrial
School 1915-6).

The importance of the Manassas Industrial School can be evaluated in terms of
several historic contexts. The primary theme is the struggle of late nineteenth
and early twentleth certury African-Americans to establish institutions within a
dominant white scciety in the aftermath of the Civil War and the end of slavery.
As an educational institution, fostered by the energies of onae woman, Jennie Dean,
the Manassas Schccl appears to have been an relatively successful experiment in
vocational educaticn at & time when social and economic restrictiors on blacks
were becoming irncreasing intense. "It is difficult to exaggerate the fagerness of
Negroes" noted John Hope Franklin, "at the close of the war To secure an
education” (Franklin 1961:108). Moreover, from an anthropological perspective,
the Manassas School can be viewed as a case study in the process of community
formation as manifested in the archaeological record.

As an archae=xlogical site. 44PW505, *he Manassas Industrial Schocl contains the
structural remairs of at least three of its principal buildings. Femnants of

Hackley Hall, Howland Hall, and the Carnegie Building survive, with varying
degrees of physicall integrity, beneath the surface of the =a. 4.5-acrs project
area.

Recent archaeclogical investigations (LBA 1993} have clearly identified the
remnants of the boy’s dormitcry, Howland Hall and the zirlfs dormiftcry, Hackley
Hall. Two walls, east and ssuth, of Hewland Hall’s 43 x 52 fcot bhasement were
identified. At Hackley Hall, the north, west, and souti: foundation walls were
located, along with a southwest porch feoter. Evidence of builder’s trenches were
located along several wall segments. Both Hackley and Howland Halls contain well-
preserved fourdation renainsg, however, in both cases, the2 cellar fill appears to
reflect the relatively racent demollition of these structures.
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Despite extensive disturbance by subsequent demolition and landscaping activities,
the archaeoclogical record contained within the approximately 4-acre core of the
Manassas Industrial School has the promise of important archaeologjical research.
Kay McCarron’s excavations in the late 1980s at the site of Charter Cottage amply
illustrated the quality of information yielded by this site. Her report cf these
excavations, which is in final preparation, should provide further insight into
the research potential «f this arcraeological site.

Moreover, documentary evidence suggests that at least two cother structures may be
present within this area. Bailey Hzll was located in the center of the triangle
formed by Howland Hall, Hackley Hall, and the Carnegie Building. During the early
twentieth c¢entury, this structure combined the functions of print shop and
dormitory. A second structure, identified as a dwelling or "cottage" was located
due south of Hackley Hall and due east of the Carnegie Building. Evidence of other
surviving structures and archaeoclogical features may be fcund after further
analysis of cartographic and documentary sources and a cchnprehensive
archaeologica: survey cf the property.

The Manassas Tndustria’ School presents a variety of research themes as an
archaeological site, most of which ceanter on the nature of life at a school for
black youth that combined vozational *raining with residential co-education during
the late nineteevth and early twent:ath centuries.

For about 45 years, the schocl operated under increasingly difficult economic,
political, and secial co~ditions. VYet.the school survived until the Xste 1930s
as an institutisn of vocaticrnal training for the black youth of Northern Virginia.
Given the apparentlv limi“ed documentary record akcut the day-to-day life a* this

school, the archiaeological record thus contains one of the primary zouvrces of
information abhout this nohle exveriment in education.
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Important research guestions, that could be addressed through the archaeological

Fecord, include: P

g What dces =he material record from the Manassas Industrial School indicate
about the ¢uality of life at this institution?

- Can specific patterns be identified in the archaeological record that suggest
the activities of the boys and girls that lived in Manassas?

- Having been used as both a shop and dormitory, does the archaeological
signature at Bailey Hall reflect an industrial or domestic assemblage?

- Does the archaeological record contain patterns related to the vocational

training undertaken at this schtool?

- The Manassas School strove for relative self-sufficiency--at least in terms
of the products from its agricultural pursuits. Is this econaomic strategy
observzlble in the archaeological record?

- Given the controlled academic society described in the school’s quidebooks,
is thers evidence of activities, such as drinking or gambling, that the
institutior ‘s leadership would have considered improper?

Integrated with & program of historical and archaeological research and site
stewardship, the develcopment of the Manassas Industrizal School/Jennie Dean
Memorial Park will increase thre physical visibility and foster more public
awareness of this important archaeological rescuice.
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10. Geographical Description

Verbal Boundary Description:

Boundary Justification:

The boundary of “his National Register site is justified because it represents the
surviving core of the academic campus that was the Manassas Industrial School.
The site contazins the remains of the three principal structures, Hackley and
Howland Halls, and the Carnegie Building, as well as the probable remains of two
other school kuildings, Pailey Hall and a unnamed dwelling.
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All photographs of:

Manassas Industrial School
[ Manassas, Virginia
VDHR Site Number 44PW505
John H. Sprinkle, Jr., Photographer

All negatives are stored with thejDepartment of Historic Resources collection at
the Virginia State Library and Arcchives.
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