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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A N 0  ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I 
Brentmoor i s  a n  L-shaped I t a l i a n - V i l l a - s t y l e  b u i l d i n g  comple ted  i n  1861.  The house 

sitson a  handsome, t r e e - s h a d e d  l o t  which f r o n t s  upon t h e  d e n s e l y  b u i l t - u p  Main S t r e e t  o f  
Warrenton t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  b u t  which h a s  an  u n o b s t r u c t e d  v iew of  t h e  r o l l i n g  n o r t h e r n  
V i r g i n i a  Piedmont l a n d s c a p e  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  

B u i l t  o f  b r i c k  c o v e r e d  w i t h  s t u c c o  and s c o r e d  i n  i m i t a t i o n  o f  s tonework ,  t h e  two- 
s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  is  t h r e e  bays  wide.  Each o f  t h e  o u t e r - b a y  windows i n  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f a c a d e  
h a s  a  s e g m e n t a l  head and l o u v r e d  b l i n d s ,  w i t h  s i x - o v e r - n i n e  s a s h  used  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
and s i x - o v e r - s i x  s a s h  o n  t h e  s e c o n d .  The c e n t r a l  bay  i s  t r e a t e d  a s  a  p a v i l i o n  by r e c e s s i n g  
t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  o u t e r  b a y s  a  few i n c h e s  and by t h e  u s e  o f  a  c e n t r a l  c r o s s  g a b l e .  The 
c ' e n t r a l  e n t r y  h a s  a  round-a rched  doorway f l a n k e d  by lower round-arched s i d e l i g h t s ' ; , t h i s  

, t r i p l e - o p e n i n g  m o t i f  i s  r e p e a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  window o f  t h e  second s t o r y .  A t  fash&oftLr  
! main b l o c k  i s  a  o n e - s t o r y  bay window, t h e  wes t  one  derni -octagonal  and t h e  e a s t  on& r c c t a n -  

g u l a r  w i t h  a  canopy .roof a t id -a  m a c h i c o l a f e d  c o r n i c e ,  which adds  t o  t h e  p i c t u r e s q u e  a n p e a r a w  
o f  t h e  e x t e r i o r .  An o r i g i n a l  o n e - s t o r y  porch w i t h  c o u p l e d ,  b r a c k e t e d  c o l u m n s s t r e t c h e s  

' n e a r l y .  th; l e n g t h  b'f t h e  f a c a d e ,  and a  covered  s t o o p  s h e l t e r s  t h e '  e a s t  doorway o f  t h e  e l l .  
A s h a l l o w  h ipped  r o o f  c o v e r s  t h e  main  b l o c k ,  w i t h  a  g a b l e  roof  o v e r  t h e  e l l ,  and a  b r a c k e t e c  
c o r n i c e  e n c i r c l e s  t h e  whole .  The house  i s  crowned by i n t e r i o r  chimneys;  t h e r e  a r e  two on I t h e  main b l o c k  and one o n  t h e  e l l .  ! 

I The p l a n  o f  Brentmoor i s  r e l a t i v e l y  s i m p l e .  Two s q u a r e  rooms a r e  s e p a r a t e d  by a  
! c e n t r a l  passage  i n  t h e  main  b l o c k .  T h i s  passage  l e a d s  t o  a  c r o s s  p a s s a g e ,  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  

s t a i r s , . i n  t h e  e l l .  Behind t h i s  a r e  two o t h e r  rooms w i t h  f i r e p l a c e s  i n  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  
between them. From t h e  n o r t h e a s t  room, one  e n t e r s  a  o n e - s t o r y ,  one-room, t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  
k i t c h e n  e l l .  

Each o f  t h e  t v ~ o  main  rooms i s  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  a  l i g h t - g r e y  m a r b l e  m a n t e l  w i t h  a  round- 
a rched  open ing ,  i n c i s e d  s p a n d r e l  p a n e l s ,  and a  c e n t r a l  c o n s o l e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  s h e l f .  Each 
o f  t h e  main  rooms h a s  a p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g  m e d a l l i o n  and a  p i c t u r e  r a i l ,  b u t  no c o r n i c e .  I n  

1 a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  bay  window o p e n i n g  i n  t h e  p a r l o r  (west  room) h a s  a  handsome round-cornered  
a r c h i t r a v e  f rame ,  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  d o o r  f rames  u s e d  i n  t h e  main b l o c k  b u t  surmounted w i t h  
a  c e n t r a l  a c r o t e r i o n .  

A lozenge-shaped  c e i l i n g  m e d a l l i o n  d e c o r a t e s  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a s s a g e . o f  t h e  main  b l o c k ,  
I and t h e  doorway l e a d i n g  i n t o  t h e  c r o s s  passage  h a s  a  s e m i - c i r c u l a r  f a n l i g h t  and narrow 

s i d e l i g h t s .  
I n  t h e  c r o s s  p a s s a g e  i s  t h e  o p e n - s t r i n g  s t a i r  w i t h  a  heavy t u r n e d  newel ,  e l l i p t i c a l  

b a n i s t e r ,  two t u r n e d  b a l u s t e r s  t o  a  t r e a d ,  sawn b r a c k e t s ,  and p a n e l e d  s p a n d r e l .  S imple  
Greek R e v i v a l  m a n t e l s  w i t h  unadorned p i l a s t e r s  and c a m b e r e d - s o f f i t  f r i e z e s  a r e  used  i n  
e a c h  o f  t h e  e l l  rooms. 

Tdo o r i g i n a l  o u t b u i l d i n g s  o f  i n t e r e s t  s u r v i v e .  Both o f  b r i c k ,  o n e  i s  a  two-s to ry ,  
I s i n g l e - c e l l  k i t c h e n / q u a r t e r s  b u i l d i n g  two bays  wide w i t h  s i x - o v e r - s i x  s a s h ,  a  hounds too th  

c o r n i c e ,  g a b l e  r o o f ,  and i n t e r i o r  end chimney. The o t h e r  i s  a  pyramida l - roofed  smokehouse, 
a l s o  w i t h  a  h o u n d s t o o t h  c o r n i c e .  The o u t b u i l d i n g s  and t h e  e l l  combine t o  form a  s o r t  o f  
c o u r t y a r d  northwest o f  t h e  house .  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

W a r r e n t o n ' s  Brentmoor, a t  173  Hain  S t r e e t ,  i s  a  f i n e  specimen of  t h e  I t a l i a n  V i l l a  
S t y l e  and i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s e v e r a l  o f  n o r t h e r n  V i r g i n i a ' s  more i l l u s t r i o u s  c i t i z e n s  
i n c l u d i n g  C o l o n e l  John  S i n g l e t o n  >losby and Genera l  Eppa Hunton. .  P o p u l a r  i n  t h e  decade 
immedia te ly  p r e c e e d i n g  t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s ,  tik I t a l i g n  VF1la :S ty le  w a s  i n s p i r e d  by 
fa rn thouses .o f  t h e  1 t a l i . m  c o u n t r y s i d e  and was promoted by t h e  no ted  American a r c h i t e c t u r a :  
t h c o r i s t  Andrew J a c k s o n  Downing a s  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t y l e  f o r  warm c l i a a t e s .  I n  h i s  wide ly  
d i s t r i b u t e d  book The A r c h i t e c t u r e  of C o u n t r y  Houses (1850) ,  Downing i l l u s t r a t e s  a  d e s i g n  
( f i g u r e  139)  f o r  a  house  r e s e m b l i n g  Brentmoor which he d e s c r i b e s  a s  a  "s imple ,  r a t i o n a l ,  
c o n v e n i e n t ,  and economical  d w e l l i n g  f o r  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  Union." He s t a t e d  t h a t  
i t s  b r o a d l y  p r o j e c t i n g  r o o f  and l o n g  e x t e n d e d  v e r a n d a  a f f o r d s  " t h a t  ample s h a d e ,  s o  
i n d i s p e n s a b l e  t o  a l l  d w e l l i n g s  i n  a  s o u t h e r n  c l i m a t e . "  

Begun p r i o r  t o  1859, t h e  Warrenton d w e l l i n g  was completed by 1861 when i t s  owner, 
Edward M. Spi lman,  was t a x e d  f o r  add ing  $5000 wor th  o f  b u i l d i n g s  t o  h i s  p r o p e r t y  on Main 
S t r e e t .  Sp i lman  g a i n e d  prominence when i n  1885 he became judge o f  t h e  F a u q u i e r  County 
c i r c u i t  c o u r t .  The Sp i lman  f a m i l y a t i n u e d  t o  own t h e  house u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1870s  when 
i t  was a c q u i r e d  by James K e i t h ,  a  member o f  an  o l d  F a u q u i e r  County f a m i l y  and h i m s e l f  a  
judge of t h e  c o u n t y  c i r c u i t  c o u r t .  K e i t h  l a t e r  s e r v e d  a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Cour t  o f  
Appeals  o f  V i r g i n i a .  

K e i t h  s o l d  t h e  house  i n  1875 t o  John S. Mosby f o r  $8000. A t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e  former  
C o n f e d e r a t e  r a n g e r  was p r o b a b l y  t h e  b e s t  known c i t i z e n  o f  X o r t h e r n  V i r g i n i a .  During t h e  
War Between t h e  S t a t e s ,  Co lone l  Mosby and h i s  s m a l l  band of p a r t i s a n s  o u t w i t t e d  and 
o u t f o u g h t  t h e  Union army i n  N o r t h e r n  V i r g i n i a  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  upper  end of  t h e  
s t a t e  from t h e  Potomac t o  t h e  Shenandoah V a l l e y  became known a s  'C~tusby's Confederacy." 
Between t h e  end o f  t h e  war and t h e  t i m e  he a c q u i r e d  Judge S p i l m a n ' s  house ,  Nosby l i v e d  
w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y  on a  farm i n  F a u q u i e r  County.  He r e s i d e d  i n  War ren ton  o n l y  two y e a r s  
d u r i n g  which t i m e  h e  p r a c t i c e d  law. The d e a t h  o f  h i s  w i f e  i n  1876 caused  him t o  p lunye 
d e e p e r  i n t o  h i s  law p r a c t i c e  and p o l i t i c s ,  and i n  1877 he moved t o  Washington where he 
c o u l d  p u r s u e  h i s  c a r e e r  more a c t i v e l y .  The n e x t  y e a r  P r e s i d e n t  Hayes a p p o i n t e d  him 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Consul  a t  Hong Kcng. It was d u r i n g  Mosby's Warrenton r e s i d e n c y  t h a t  t h e  
town m i s s e d  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  what would have been one o f  i t s  most  i n t e r e s t i n g  e v e n t s .  
P r e s i d e n t  G r a n t  had a c c e p t e d  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  v i s i t  EIosby i n  W a r r e n t o n a n d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  a  b i g  r e c e p t i & .  But t h e  m e e t i n g  was c a n c e l e d  a t  t h e  l a s t  m i n u t e  because  t h e  Pres iden t  
had t o  u s e  t h e  t i m e  t o  p r e p a r e  h i s  a n n u a l  message t o  Congress .  

Mosby s o l d  h i s  Warrenton house  i n  1877 t o  Eppa Huntou, who made h i s  hone t h e r e  u n t i l  
1902  when h e  moved t o  Richmond. One o f  W a r r e n t o n ' s  most  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  c i t i z e n s ,  Hunton, 
a n  a t t o r n e y ,  was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Convent ion of  1861 and e n t e r e d  t h e  Confedera te  
army a s  C o l o n e l  o f  t h e  E i g h t h  Regiment o f  V i r g i n i a  I n f a n t r y .  IIe d i s t i n g u i s h e d  hinise l f  

. d u r i n g  t h c  B a t t l e  o f  G e t t s y b u r g  and was promoted t o  t h e  r a n k  o f  B r i g a d i e r  Genera l .  

Fo l lowing  t h e  war ,  he was e l e c t e d  t o  Congress  f o r  f o u r  terms and l a t e r  served in the 

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t  #1)  
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(8) 
SIGNIFICANCE --- 

Uni ted  S t a t e s  S e n a t e .  I n  h i s  a u t o b i o g r a p h y ,  Hunton s t a t e d  o f  h i s  Warrenton home: " In  
March, 1877,  I purchased from Colone l  John S. Mosby f o r  e i g h t  thousand  d o l l a r s  a v e r y  
f i n e  r e s i d e n c e  o n  Main S t r e e t  i n  Warrenton,  some d i s t a n c e  from t h e  Cour thouse .  . . . 
It made a charming home and we l i v e d  f o r  many y e a r s  t h e r e  i n  h a p p i n e s s . "  Fol iowing h i s  
s a l e  of t h e  house ,  Hunton r e t i r e d  from law p r a c t i c e  and moved t o  Richmond. H i s  son,  
Eppa Hunton 111, w i t h  whom h e  s h a r e d  h i s  f i r m  i n  Warrenton,  went o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  
f i r m  now know a s  Hunton and W i l l i a m s ,  one  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  Sou th .  

Hunton s o l d  t h e  house i n  1902 t o  S a r a  R. Hoge. I n  1916 i t  came i n t o  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  
o f  L. A.  B a t a i l l e  whose h e i r s  s o l d  i t  i n  1923 t o  M r .  and M r s .  Ford G .  Anderson.  Mrs. 
C. E .  Shepherd,  d a u g h t e r  o f  M r .  and Mrs. Anderson, makes h e r  home t h e r e  today.  
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