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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (1f known) PHYSICAL ARPEARANCE

!St. James Church is a one-story brick structure with a tetrastyle Greek
'Doric portico on the stuccoed gable end front. From the standpoint of
craftsmanship the portice is well executed, but the proportiens and detail
are quite provinecial in feeling. The entablature has no triglyphs but’
does contain a curiously unbroken row of gultac dircctly below the frieze.
It is interesting that the builder ran the entablature around all three
sides of the steep pediwent rather than just at the bottom. [Cver the
portico is placed a Gothic bell tower with squatty crockets at each
corner and a squatty spire in the center. "The sides of tho building

‘each contain four tall rectangular windows topped by rubbed brick jack
arches.’

The most significant feature of the church is the splendid painted
architectural decoration on the interior, The painting is genuine 'tromp

'oeil®, having rendered shadows and carefully worked-out false perspecti
The main feature of this decoration is the reredos which consisls of
coupled Roman Doric pilasters supporting a plain entablature. These
pilasters frame a coffered tunncl vault at the end of which is a paneled
door. Painted on the shallow vaulted ceiling of the main part of the
church is a false entablature, panels, and foliage to imitate decorative
plaster-work. Imitation panels also appear arcund the walls of the
church.f Another notable feature on the interior is the interesting
staircase at the center of the rear. The stair descends from the gallery
in an unsupported flight and divides halfway into two flights.

St. James Church survives in excellent condition. It retains its
original pews, and the painted decoration was carefully restored in 1929,
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15th Century . 17th Century [} 19:h Century  [F
HSF—!.'E-I—FTFB—A 7 E(ST--(}T;_{Jph'cﬂbfo and Knowa) 1838 .
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or ifore as Appropriate) /'\ ,'», L \ . o .
Aboriginal Education O Pol“\i‘co! ’ » Urbon Planning L]
Prehistoric [ Engincering [} R,eltigiém/F’hi-t- \_.’.) e Other (Specify) [}
Historic O Industry O - Josophy ! "D\ v o
Agriculture ] Invention O Sc.iv“é_'nvce | o
An > Londscape Sc\,'fﬁ;f‘ure Lo i
Commerce ] Architecture (7] Scc\inl/ﬂum;‘;\‘-‘ ) e
Communicetions [ Literoture (1] Ilu;\i'.olp N N _:_“__'_____"”_ L
Conservation 3 Hilitary 1} Theoter \\.".‘JI\ L:]_ L . e
Music ' (1} Transportation [] o
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (/nclude Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)
D kSt.-James Church was built in 1838 from materials salvaged from an
— earlier eighteenth century church nearby.} This may account for the early
appearance of the side elevations. While the exterior of the church is
v interesting, the chief significance of the building lies in the fact that
z it has retained its nineteenth century painted architectural decoration
o on the interior. All that is known of this decoration is that it was
— done shortly after the church was built by a traveling artist.named Polts. |
- Although other churches in the United States nay have had this typce of ]
U ante bellum decoration, St. James is an extremely fine, if not unjqu.
— example. It is interesting and indecd unusual that a church of such
- provincial architectural quality should contain such sophisticated and
& finely executed decoration. That the artist was able to work his design !
= so successfully into the existing fabric is-a testament to his skill.
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230 GECGRAPHICAL DATA

9. MAJOR RIBLIOGRAPIIICAL REFERENCES

the year 1652,

Easlern Shore Publishing Company,

Turman, Nora Miller, Episcopal Churches, Accownclh County, Virginia, frow

, St,. James Churc

1nc., 1954.

h, Accomack, Virginia, 1838-1963, .

prepared for 125th Anniversary.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COOROINATES 0
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

TUATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COURDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

. R OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° ' * ° ' * 37° 43 02" 75° 40 21
NE ° » - -] 1 »
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‘:‘ ‘11, FORM PREPARED BY o _ 1 c
" NAME AMND TITLE: .
3 | Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, Jr., Director 0
3 ORGANIZATION ) DATE -
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission April 23, 1969 -
STREET AND NUMBER: o
Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building z
CITY OR TOWN: STATE cooE
A w
A Richmond Virginia 45
K (2. STATE-LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION -« Ui

Ag the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

I herebv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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(ﬁl,{/_.&% /ZL/}&/;’\ (é’/ s

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preg,Zkvation\

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:
National [3 State [T Local []

JUN 11 1969

Date
Name Q_Qw@_gl f‘fﬁ:bf‘Qc";ﬁ:?‘.f'_x%_éD_L_ﬁ_ ATTEST
Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Ch 7 y
/// Vo g"

Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Cowmm.
. LAl

Keeper of 'I'h/f N

JUN 11 7959
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