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[XP;Exccllcnt I? Good Fai r  11 U e t c i i o r o f ~ d  L 7  R u i n s  I 1  Urlexpored  

(Cllcrk 0 7 , ~ )  

Altered ;1 Moved 

n t S c W l n E  T i i i  P R E S E N T  AN" O H I C I N A L  (ifI:nui?n) I ' H V l l C A L  h P P E A R A I . I C ' :  

The Meclclenburg County Cour thouse ,  b i l i l t  1538-1~2 by Wil l iam A. lloward, i s  
a  l a r g e ,  two-si.ory Roman ~ e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g  which s t a n d s  a t  t i le  p r i n c i p a l  i n -  
t e r s e c t i o n  o f  Roydton, The c o u r t h o u s e  i s  b u i l t  o f  b r i c k  l a i d  i n  Flemish 
bond on t h e  f r o n t  and t h r e e - c o u r s e  h ~ e r i c a n  bond w i t h  F lemish  v a r i a n t  o n  
t h e  s i - l e s .  The bric!morlc was p a i n t e d  rJ1hite i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  g i v i n g  t h e  
bui1di.n; a  inore monumental a s p e c t  t h a n  o r i g i n a l l y  i n t e n d n d .  It i s  f i v e  
bays  wide and f i v e  bays  deep and is l i g h i e d  by l a r g e  s i x - o v e r - s i x  s a s h .  
The p r i n c i p a l  e n t r a n c e  i s  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  bay of  t h e  g a b l e  end ,  and t h e r e  
a r e  o t h e r  doorways i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  bays  o f  t h e  s i d e s .  A h e x a s t y l e  I o n i c  
p o r t i c o ,  w i t h  p l a s t e r e d - b r i c k  pi -ers  and wooden cap i t : a l s  hav ing  a n g l e  
v o l u t e s ,  marlcs t h e  f a c a d e ,  and i t s  m o d i l l i o n  c o r n i c e  is  c a r r i e d  around t h e  
e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g .  

The i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  h a s  b e m  a l . t e r c d .  I t  o r i g i n a l l y  had a  two- 
s t o r y  cour t room w i t h  a  r e a r  g a l l c r y ,  b u t  t h e  s p a c e  i s  now d i v i d e d  i n t o  two 
i l o o r s  w i t h  o f f i c e s  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and t h e  cour t room on t h e  second.  
I , i . t t l e  oE t h e  o r j . g i n a l  t r i m  s u r v i v e s  exci!pt  f o r  a  p l a i n  s t a i r  i n  t h e  cn- 
t r n x e  h a l l .  

A t r -o - s to ry  Eclwarrlian e l l .  5761.5 added t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  e a r l y  i n  
t h e  t ~ . i e n t i r . t h  c e n t u r y .  1.n t h e  p r o c e s s ,  an ~ ~ n u s u a l  a p s e  l i l i e  t h a t  on t l ~ e  
c n r l i c r  Lunenburg Cour thouse ,  by t h e  same h u i l d e r ,  v:as d e s t r o y e d .  

The c o u r t h o u s e  i s  s c e n i c a l l y  s e t  i n  a  shaded s q u a r e  su r rounded  by n i n r -  
t e c n t h - c c i i t u r y  conmnlercia? b u i l d i n g s .  It i.s complemented by a  s m a l l ,  t u r n -  
o f - t h e - c e n t u r y  b r i c k  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  a l s o  pai.ntc!d ~ r h i t e ,  and by t h e  custom- 
a r y  C o n f e d e r a t e  inonument. 
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The Mecklenburg County Cour thouse ,  s e t  i n  i t s  s q u a r e  a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
c r o s s r o a d s  o f  Goydt-on, i s  one crf a n  i m p o r t a n t  group of  archi ! :ec . tura l ly  
r e l a t e d  e a r l y - n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  coun ty  court l!oilses i n  V i r g i n i a .  L ike  
inost  o f  t h e  o t h e r s ,  i t  i s  s e t  i n  a  s inal l  squari i  w i t h  a  s e p a r a t e  c l e r k ' s  
o C f l c c  and a  l a t e r  C o n f e d e r a t e  nlonument, i s  1oczt:ecl i n  a  s m a l l  v i l l a g e  
e s L a b l i s h c d  a s  a  resu1.t  o f  tlie c o u r t h o u s e ' s  existence, and is b u i l t  i n  a  
Roman Rr!v,ival s t y l e  inELilcnced by t h e  a r c h i t i c t u r a l  works o f  Thomas 
J e f f e r s o n .  

Mec!:lenburg County and C h a r l o t i c  County irere s e t  o f f  Crolii 1,unenhurg Cour~ty  
i n  176h.  I n  March,  1765,  t h e  f i r s t  co i l r t  s e s s i o n s  were  h e l d  a t  t h e  house  
of  Ri.ct~ard Swcpso:1, abou t  ant . -hal f  m i l e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  &>ydtoil. It 
was d e c i d e d  a t  t h a t  t i n e  t h a t  S e p s o n  s lu lnl6  e r e c t  a p r o p e r  c , o ~ ~ r t h o u s e  f o r  
t h e  coun ty ,  and a  b r j c k  and Er,ame b i i i ld i r ig  i.;ns p t  u p  n e a r  t h e  s i t e  of  t h e  
p r e s e n t  c l e r l c ' s  o r E i c e ,  

By t h e  183Os, t h e  coun1.y 11ad o~itf;rot,7n i t s  c o c r t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and V?illie!n A, 
lioiiard, t:hc b i ~ i l d e r  of  the e a r l i e r  Lv.ncr?burg County Cour thouse ,  began t o  
e r e c t  a  r.ew c n e  f o r  i'!i:c!r!.ei:l;arg i n  1.838 and cc::plctcti i t  j.11 1842.  With i t  
t ~ m ~ ~ l e  form and r e d  hi-icli w i t h  w h i t e  t r i m ,  t h e  c o u r t l i r ~ u s c  fo l lovied t h e  
pattcir-n s e t  by t h e  p i h l i c  b i ~ i l d i ; ~ g s  designed bj: Thomas J e f F c r s o n ,  mos t  
11otiiI11.y h i s  court1ic)uses f o r  Eu,:kinzhzm (1823, norr d e s t r o y e d )  and C h a r l o t t c  
(1.823) C o u n t i e s .  Thc r e c e n t  c.:.e.t of  ~ i h i t e  p a i n t  on t h e  b u i l d i n g  h i g h l i g h t  
i t s  p a r t i c u : l a r  rescrnblancc  t o  J E E C ~ ~ S O I I ' S  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  a t  Ri.cb- 
moi~d,  i ~ i t 1 1  i$iricli it: share:; n  hcxasty1.e I o n i c  por t i . co ,  modj . l l ion  c o r l i i c e ,  
Ei~vc-bay f a c a d e  and s i d e  e n t r a n c e s .  

Swipsoi l ' s  g randson ,  Alexander  Zoyd, Jr . ,  i n  1811 dona ted  t o  t h e  c o ~ l n t y  t h c  
ar .res of  l a n d  on i i l ~ i c h  t l ~ e  cour t l iouse  and c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  stoocl. 
A y c n r  l a t e r  h e  deeded t o  a  group of  t r u s t e c s  Li.fty a c r e s  f o r  a  town, 
o f i i c i a l l y  c h a r t e r e d  by t:lic C-inr.ral t'.ssen!bly 2s Pnyd Torm. 

two 



C n i n e s ,  Will iain H , ,  Jr. ,  "Cour thouses  o f  Lunenbnrg and ~ l e c k l c n b u r g  
C o u ~ ~ t i e s , "  V i r g i n i a  Cava lcade ,  Vol. 20, W i n t e r ,  1971. 

1 1  i l l i n  I 3  171f :& o f  Hoydton. 1967. 
Fli.tcliesoii, C h a r l e s  S . ,  "Eoydion i.11 Eiecklenbui-g County," Vi rg i .n ia  Magazine 

o f  H i s t o r y  and Biography,  Vol.  50 ,  1942,  pp. 109-18. - 
Roanoke River  Eranch,  APVA. Land by t h e  Roanoke. 1957. 
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