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1 Name 
historic Clerk ' s  Off ice ,  P i t t sy lvan ia  County 

common Old C l e r k ' s  Off ice ,  Chatham (?ref err&) 

2. Location 
- -- 

street & number ~air. C.hreet N& not for publication 

5 th 
citv. town Chatham N d  vicinity of conoressional district ("I .- 
state i l i r g i n i a  code 51 county Pi t t sy lvan ia  code 113 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
-district X - public -occupied -agriculture -museum 
X building@) - private X - unoccupied -commercial - park 
-structure - both -work in progress educational -private residence 
- site Public Acquisit ion Accessible - entertainment -religious 
-object - in process Ic yes: restricted "government - scientific 

- being considered -yes: unrestricted - industrial -transportation 
N/A - no -military -other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Town of Chatham c/o Mayor 

street & number Municipal Eu i l d  ing 

city, town Cha tham - m d K  state Virginia  24 531 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. P i t t s y l v a n i a  County Courthons e 

k street & number 
N /A 

city, town Cha tham state Virq in ia  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
(1) i ' i s to r i c  Fmer ican i3uildinqs Survey Inventory 

title (2) (See Continuation Sheet  #1) has this property been determined elegible? -yes X no 

date 1958 2 federal state - countv - local 

depository for survey records Library of Congress 

city, town Washington state D- C- 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one X X -excellent -deteriorated - unaltered original site 
- rulns X -altered -moved date N/A 

-good 
fair - unexposed 

-- 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Old Clerk's Off ice  of Pi t tsylvania  County is locate3 off Chatham's Main S t ree t ,  
behind the town off ices.  The one-&tory, gab le roo f  s t ruc t z r  e was b u i l t  i n  1812; in  1833 
a two-room addi t ion was e rec t&.  The addi t ion has been torn down, exposing the in te r ior  
p r t i t i o n .  The bu i ld im has a Flenish-bonded br ick facade with four-course-American-bond 
br ick secondary walls, The eas t  and west elevAtid& a r e  d i s ' t i n su i shd  by a saw-tooth br ick 
c0rnic.e. 

, . . ,  

The entrance is found in the m r t h  half  of t he  two-bay e a s t  elevation. I t  has a 
six-panel door framed by simple a rch i t rave  t r i m .  The bricks immediately above the door 
have been r e l a i d .  A s ing le  wirdow is found on the eas t  ard west elevations respectively;  
each has 9/9 hung sash with a simple archi t rave and square s i l l .  The roof l i n e  is broken 
by a chimney on the south erd. The roof is covered with wooden shingles. 

A s  with most .clerk's off ices ,  the  i n t e r io r  was or ig ina l ly  treated very simply, having 
only plas ter  Walls, a wooden f loor ,  and a br ick hearth. The flooring of the cTLerk's  o f f i c e  
has s ince  been renoved, leaving only t h e  hearth. The county h i s to r i ca l  society,  which 
exercises custodianship of the building, hopes t o  undertake a res tora t ion  which would 
include the recon. t ruct ion of t he  danolished addit ion and the res tora t ion  of t he  i n t e r io r  
of t he  center section.  



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 1700-1 799 
X 1800-1 899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - X law science 
- agriculture -economics -literature - sculpture 
X architecture -education - military - social1 
-art - engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
-communications ' - industry - politicsigovernment -transportation 

-invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1812 BuilderlArchitect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATFMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

An i n t q r a l  p a r t  of a Virginia courthouse complex, the  county c l e rk ' s  o f f i c e  represents 
an important f ace t  of the  Commonwealth's a rch i tec tura l  and lega l  history.  Clerks' o f f ices  
come i n  a var ie ty  of s ty l e s ,  the  respect ive s t y l e  usually chosen to complement the main 
court  building. The c l e rk ' s  o f f i c e  served not only a s  the  c l e rk ' s  domain but  a lso a s  
t he  chief repository of the county's o f f i c i a l  records. The c l e rk  was entrusted with the 
maintenance and care  of these records, which included deeds, w i l l s ,  inventories, county 
orders, and minutes of the  county court. Re had to  be very trustworthy and responsible, 
s ince the ownership of property could only be lega l ly  supported by t h e  records i n  h i s  care. 
B u i l t  i n  1812 to serve the 1783 courthouse, the  Old Clerk's Office of Fittsylvania a t  Chatham 
is the  o ldes t  public building i n  t he  town. From 1813 t o  1852, it served a s  t he  o f f i ce  of 
William %Stal l ,  Jr., and h i s  son William K. Tunstall,  who succeeded him a s  c lerk i n  1836. 
The simple br ick  s t ruc ture  l o s t  its intended function i n  1853 with t he  construction of the 
present courthouse, which accommodate3 a new c l e r k ' s  office.  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Pit tsylvania County Court a t  i t s  June term i n  1812 ordered *at a new clerk 's  off ice  
be erected a t  the county s e a t  of Chatham. In  1813 the s t ruc ture  was completed and enclosed 
by a fence s ix ty  f e e t  s q a r e .  The o f f i ce  f i r s t  served a courthouse constructed i n  1783, wher 
the county s e a t  was moved from Callands t o  a more cen t ra l  location a t  Chatham. The growth 
of the  county by the  end of t he  early national period required the erection of a larger 
courthouse i n  1816. I n  1833 a court  order cal led f o r  the enlargement of the 1812 c le rk ' s  
off ice;  the buileing then became "L '  shaped i n  plan through the addition of two rooms. This 
l a t e r  addit ion was torn down by a loca l  res ident  who purchased the property from the  county 
i n  1853, when the present courthouse w a s  bu i l t .  The foundations of the  1833 addition 
remain. 

The loca l  o f f i c e  of county c l e rk  was created under the  Virginia Constitution of 1776. 
In  colonial  days such o f f i c i a l s  were appointed by the Secretary of the  Colony from among a 
narrow range of candidates, nearly a l l  of whom came from wealthy families and had served on 

b the Secretary 's  own s t a f f .  During the Revolution the power of replacing the clerks a s  
vacancies occurred devolved on the loca l  county courts. Under the new arrangement, clerks.  
l i k e  judges, served on good behavior and thus enjoyed long tenure of o f f ice .  Although 
they lacked broad lega l  authority,  they performed an indispensable function which placed 
them i n  a posi t ion to exercise considerable po l i t i ca l  influence. Until the  advent of the  
county boards of supervisors, the  c lerks  were nearly the only full- t ime public employees 
i n  the counties. The o f f i c e  became e lec t ive  i n  1870. 

In  Pi t tsylvania  County, t h e  Tunstall family dominated the o f f i ce  of c le rk  from the  
l a t e  colonial  period to the middle of the 19th century. W i l l i a m  Tunstall,  Sr., served 
f o r  twenty-four years, from 1767 (the year i n  which Pit tsylvania was formed from ~ a l i f a x )  

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Johnston, F rede r i ck  . Memorials of Old V i r q i n i a  Clerks.  Lynchburg, Va,;  J. P. Bel l  Co., 

1888. 
p i t t s y l v a n i a  County Order Books. 

R i  rhmond . Va . V i r a i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Archives. P i t t s y l v a n i a  County f i l e  - .- - - - - - - , - - - - > -  . 
187-2, " P i t t s y l v a n i a  County C le rk ' s  O f f  i ce" ;  f i l e  187-7, " P i t t s y l v a n i a  County 

10. Geographical Data (See Continuat ion Sheet # 1 )  

Acreage of nominated property f a c r e  
Chatham, V i r g i n i a  Quadrangle name 

UMT References 

Au [ 6 1 4 1 2 1 6 1 6 1 ~ 1  L41017161613101 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 
1 ; 24000 

Zone Easting Northing 

' Verbal boundary description and justifisationBeginning a t  a po in t  about 7 5 ' s  o f  Route TI402 and 
about 150'SE of  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of r o u t e s  T1402 and ~ 1 4 0 7 ;  thence extending about loo's, 
then about 125' W, then  about 100' N ,  then  about 125' E t o  po in t  of o r i g i n .  

(See Continuat ion Sheet  # ) 

List all s t a t e s  and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A : code county N/A code 

state N/A code county N/A code 

11. Corm Prepared By 

nameltitle V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landnarks Commission S t a f f  

organization Vi rq in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission date October 1981 

street & number 221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone (804) 786-3144 

city or town Richmond state Vi rg in i a  23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-national X - state - local 

A s  the designated State Historic Preservation Of 
665). 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusi 

b according to the criteria and procedures set fo 

I State Historic Preservation Officer signature \ 
I H. Bryan Mi tche l l ,  Executive ~ i ' r e c t o y /  

I GPO (138 835 
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CLrRK'S OFFICE, PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY, MAIN STREET, CHATHAM, VA. 

Continuation sheet #1 Item number 618, 1 0 ,  9 Page 

6. ~ e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  Exis t ing  Surveys 

(2) Virgin ia  His to r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1970, 1981 S t a t e  
Virgin ia  His to r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, Virgin ia  23219 

8. S igni f icance  

H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

t o  1791. H i s  son, William Tuns ta l l ,  J r . , served f o r  fo r ty - f ive  years  from 1791 t o  1836. 
H i s  son, William H. Tuns ta l l .  served f o r  s i x t e e n  yea r s  from 1836 t o  1852. William 
Tunsta l l ,  Jr., f o r  whom t h e  1812 o f f i c e  was b u i l t ,  a l s o  clerked f o r  t h e  c i r c u i t  super ior  
cour t  of law and chancery of P i t t sy lvan ia .  I n  h i s  l a t e r  years ,  m o s t  o f  the  business 
of t h e  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  was performed by h i s  son, W i l l i a m  H. Tuns ta l l ,  who was h i s  deputy 
and succeeded him i n  the  o f f i c e .  The 1833 a d d i t i o n  probably was b u i l t  t o  accommodate 
both c l e r k  and deputy. I n  t h e  r eco l l ec t ions  of Judge William M. Treadway, who drew a 
sketch of t h e  two men a t  the  end of t h e  19th century,  William Tuns ta l l ,  Jr., "was a 
model of f i d e l i t y  and accuracy; and noman of h i s  day conunanded more r e s p e c t  and con- 
f idence  i n  a l l  respects .  He was of medium s i z e ,  with a benignant,  i n t e l l i g e n t  face;  
unpretending i n  manners, always calm, and remarkable f o r  neatness and good t a s t e  i n  
dress .  Af ter  t h e  death of M r .  Tuns ta l l ,  h i s  son, W i l l i a m  11, was c l e r k  of both cour t s  
u n t i l  he removed t o  Miss iss ippi .  No county could boas t  of more f a i t h f u l ,  honorable, 
and capable c l e r k s . " l  I n  r e c e n t  years  t h e  bui ld ing was acquired by t h e  town of Chatham 
i n  o rde r  t o  a s su re  i ts  p rese rva t ion  a s  a landmark of t h e  a r e a ' s  h i s t o r y .  Care of the  
bui ld ing has been ent rus ted  to the  P i t t s y l v a n i a  County H i s t o r i c a l  Society which hopes 
t o  undertake a r e s t o r a t i o n .  

l ~ r e d e r i c k  Johnston. Memorials of Old Virgin ia  Clerks (Lynchburq, Va. : J. P. 
Be l l  Co., 1888), pp. 309-310. 

t 

10. Geographical Data- 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

The nominated proper ty  of tr a c r e  is  drawn t o  include the c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  and t h e  land 
immediately surrounding it. A reconst ruct ion  of t h e  a t tached 1833 add i t ion  is scheduled 
to be b u i l t  on i ts  o r i g i n a l  foundations t o  t h e  south of t h e  1812 s t r u c t u r e .  The 1833 
s i t e  i s  included i n  t h e  nominated S-acre l o t .  

9. Major Bibliographical  References 

Courthouse." 






