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Bui l t  i n  the form of an eighteenth-century mansion, the Old Hotel i s  a two- 
s to ry  rectangular s t ruc ture  with a facade of five-bays. The f ron t  wall  is 
l a i d  i n  a l l -header  bond with rust icated stone quoins a t  the corners and a 
f i ne  rus t ica ted  stone doorway. The window openings a r e  spanned by f l a t  
stone arches with superimposed keystones. The basement wall is of random 
ash la r  below a molded stone water table.  The house is crowned by a f u l l y  
molded wood cornice with modillions and hipped roof. Also featured on the 
house a r e  four i n t e r i o r  end chimneys. The o r ig ina l  appearance of the 
house has been a l t e r ed  by the addi t ion of l a t e r  porches and by the loss  
of t he  o r ig ina l  sash. 
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Unfortunately, the i n t e r io r  of the house 'has  been extensiveiy a l te red .  Of 
the o r ig ina l  i n t e r i o r  fabr ic  only the mantel i n  the northwest room on the 
main f loor ,  as well  a s  some cornicing and doors, a r e  or ig ina l .  Also, the 
o r i g i n a l  f l oo r  plan has been grea t ly  changed. 
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The Old Hotel i s  important h i s t o r i c a l l y  a s  i t  is the l a s t  remaining 
Georgian building i n  Dumfries, a prosperous pre-Revolutionary seaport 
whose founders included George Mason and John Tayloe. 
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During colonial  times the Old Hotel was known a s  William's Ordinary, and 
l a t e r  as  Love's Tavern. Archi tectural ly ,  the Old Hotel is extremely 
s ign i f i can t  a s  i t  is  the only important extant  Virginia s t ruc tu re  
fea tur ing  all-header bond brickwork. Neither a construction da te  nor 
a bui lder  for  the Old Hotel is known but i t  has been suggested tha t  i t  
was b u i l t  around 1165 by James Wren because of the many s t y l i s t i c  
p a r a l l e l s  between i t  and Chr i s t  Church, Alexandria, one of Wren's best  
known works. Also, the a f f i n i t y  between the Old Hotel and many 
Annapolis houses suggests a connection with William Buckland. 
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