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The p r i n c i p a l  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e  i n  the  Northampton County complex 
-"is the 1731 c o u r t  house, one of  the  few c o l o n i a l  c o u r t  houses i n  Vi rg in i a  

t h a t  can be a c c u r a t e l y  da ted .  The b u i l d i n g  was moved i n  1913 from i t s  
o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n  where t h e  confede ra t e  monument now s t a n d s ,  t o  i t s  p resen t  
l o c a t i o n  on the  no r th  edge of t h e  green.  The much a l t e r e d  s t r u c t u r e  pre-
se rves  t h r e e  of i t s  o r i g i n a l  w a l l s ;  the  f r o n t  w a l l  requi red  r e b u i l d i n g  
fol lowing t h e  move. The r e b u i l t  as w e l l  a s  o r i g i n a l  w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  
Flemish bond both  above and below t h e  water  t a b l e .  Most po r t ions  of the  
o r i g i n a l  w a l l s  have only  s c a t t e r e d  glazed headers ,  bu t  a header  p a t t e r n  
appears  i n  a s e c t i o n  of  t h e  e a s t  w a l l ,  and i n  t h e  n o r t h  gable  t h e r e  a r e  
glazed headers  arranged i n  p a r a l l e d  rows t o  form chevron p a t t e r n s .  Most of  
the windows appear  t o  be a l t e r e d  e i t h e r  i n  s i z e  o r  l o c a t i o n ,  and two l a t e r  
windows have been i n s t a l l e d  i n  the  n o r t h  gable ,  un fo r tuna te ly  obscuring t h e  
chevron p a t t e r n s .  The p a t t e r n s  a r e  f u r t h e r  d i s f i g u r e d  by a  n ine teen th  cen-
tury  e x t e r i o r  chinmey b u i l t  a g a i n s t t h e  wa l l .  L i t t l e ,  i f  any, o r i g i n a l  
woodwork remains on t h e  i n t e r i o r .  The Federal  s t y l e  f a n - l i g h t  doorway, r e -
moved from a house i n  Norfolk, w a s  i n s t a l l e d  when t h e  f r o n t  w a l l  was r e b u i l t  

- -Despi te  the  many changes, t h e  c o u r t  house, w i th  i ts  s t e e p  gable  roof and 
compact p ropor t ions  preserves  much p ic turesque  charm. 

Immediately t o  the  west  of  t h e  c o u r t  house is  t h e  mid-eighteenth 
century  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  which, l i k e  t h e  c o u r t  house, has  i ts  b r i c k  w a l l s  
l a i d  i n  Flemish bond both above and below t h e  water  t a b l e .  Unlike the  cour 
house t h e r e  is  no d e c o r a t i v e  t rea tment  of the  brickwork bu t  random glazed 
headers  do appear .  The f r o n t  door and s i n g l e  windows on each s i d e  of t h e  
bu i ld ing  a r e  i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n ,  and t h e r e  i s  a n  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  
end chimney on the  no r th  w a l l .  The i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  has  been 
l i t t l e  changed and preserves  such a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e s  a s  t h  
b a r r e l  vau l t ed  c e i l i n g ,  s tone  paving, b u i l t - i n  c a b i n e t s  on both  end w a l l s ,  
and a s l a v e  measuring rod c u t  i n t o  the  woodwork. 

A h igh ,  p a r t i a l l y  s tuccoed b r i c k  w a l l  connects  t h e  northwest  corner  
of  the  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  co rne r  of  t h e  b r i c k  d e b t o r s '  p r i son .  
The p r i son  is  a  ve ry  s imple smal l  bu i ld ing  l a i d  i n  American bond and covered 
by a gable  roof .  This b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  and t h e  c o u r t  house a r e  
a l l  owned by t h e  county bu t  a r e  maintained a s  museums i n  t h e  c a r e  of  t h e  
Associa t ion  f o r  t h e  P rese rva t ion  of V i rg in i a  A n t i q u i t i e s .  

~- The f o c a l  po in t  f o r  t h e  c o u r t  house complex is t h e  1899 Romanesque 
Revival c o u r t  house. This p r e s e n t  c o u r t  house i s  b u i l t  of  b r i c k ,  i s  two 
s t o r i e s  i n  he igh t ,  and is covered by a hipped roo f .  The b u i l d i n g  has very 
s imple a r c h i t e c t u r a l  decora t ion  f o r  i ts  per iod .  The f r o n t  porch appears  t o  
be a l a t e r  a d d i t i o n  and r e c e n t l y  had i t s  upper l e v e l  removed. The monu-
ment e rec t ed  i n  1913 t o  the  Confederate  dead of  t h e  E a s t e m  Shore s t ands  i n  
a  sma l l  c i r c l e  i n  t h e  walk l ead ing  t o  the  c o u r t  house. 

Bordering t h e  south  s i d e  of  t h e  green a r e  fou r  smal l  bu i ld ings  of  
frame t h a t  s e rve  a s  lawyers '  o f f i c e s .  On t h e  e a s t e r n  end of  "Lawyers' Rows' 
f ac ing  t h e  s t r e e t  i s  a f i n e l y  b u i l t  two-story gable-end-front  b r i c k  s t o r e .  
Erected i n  t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry ,  the  s t o r e  i s  l a i d  i n  very  even 
Flemish bond w i t h  splayed b r i c k  a rches  over  t h e  windows. A one-s tory  
a d d i t i o n  has  been b u i l t  a long t h e  south  s i d e  of t h e  s t o r e  and a l a t e r  shop 
f r o n t  has  been i n s t a l l e d  a c r o s s  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  

Immediately t o  t h e  south  of  t h e  s t o r e  is a long facade of  t h e  
E a s t v i l l e  Inn. The two-story, eleven-bay frame b u i l d i n g  is covered by a 
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The assemblage o f  bu i ld ings  on and around t h e  c o u r t  square  i n  
E a s t v i l l e  forms one of  t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  and complete c o u r t  house 
complexes i n  Vi rg in i a .  The a r e a  has  been t h e  s i t e o f  t h e  Northampton's 
county s e a t  s i n c e  1690, and t h e  p r e s e n t  Romanesque Revival c o u r t  house, 
e r e c t e d  i n  1899, i s  t h e  f i f t h  s t r u c t u r e  on t h e  green t o  house the  county 
c o u r t s .  P r i o r  t o  1690, c o u r t  was he ld  i n  va r ious  l o c a t i o n s ,  but  i n  1689 
Joseph and Mary Goodwin deeded f o r t y  a c r e s  of land t o  t h e  j u s t i c e s  and 
o f f e r e d  t o  b u i l d  a new c o u r t  house f o r  t h e  county a t  t h e i r  own expense. 
The c o u r t  house of 1690 and i t s  replacement b u i l t  i n  1715 were both  frame 
s t r u c t u r e s .  I n  1730 t h e  j u s t i c e s  found t h e  1715 "much o u t  of  r e p a i r  and 
n o t  i n  a cond i t ion  f o r  t h e  J u s t i c e s  t o  do the  county bus iness  i n .  . . 
February of  t h e  nex t  y e a r ,  t h e  j u s t i c e s  awarded John Marshal l ,  "being t h e  /
f a i r e s t  proposer  f o r  t h e  undertaking" t h e  c o n t r a c t  t o  bu i ld  a new b r i c k  
c o u r t  house. The b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  of 1731 was pu t  up approximately where 
the  Confederate  monument now s t a n d s ,  and served t h e  county u n t i l  1795. I n  
t h a t  year  a new b r i c k  c o u r t  house was e r e c t e d ,  and t h e  1732 bu i ld ing  w a s  
ordered t o  be l eased .  I t  served a s  a s torehouse  and l a t e r  a s  a sa loon 
u n t i l  1913 when t h e  county supe rv i so r s  decided t h a t  i t  should be demolished. 
A p r o t e s t  spearheaded by l o c a l  members of t h e  Associa t ion  f o r  the  Preser -
v a t i o n  of  V i rg in i a  A n t i q u i t i e s  was launched and i t  was thus  determined 
t h a t  t h e  o l d  c o u r t  house be moved t o  a s i te  where a former j a i l  s tood,  and 
t h a t  t h i s  bu i ld ing ,  the  o ld  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  and d e b t o r s '  p r i son  should be 
turned over  t o  t h e  A.P.V.A. f o r  p re se rva t ion .  The b u i l d i n g  was moved 
i n t a c t ,  bu t  t h e  f r o n t  w a l l  had t o  be r e b u i l t .  The frame f o r  t h e  e l l i p t i c a l  
arched doorway was taken from a house t h a t  was being t o r n  down on Granby 
S t r e e t  i n  Norfolk. 

Northampton Coun~yis s a i d  t o  have the  o l d e s t  cont inuous ly  kep t  
county records  i n  e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  t h i r t e e n  co lon ie s .  From t h e  time they 
began t o  be kep t  i n  1632 u n t i l  sometime a f t e r  1706 when t h e  f i r s t  c l e r k ' s  
o f f i c e  was b u i l t ,  t h e  records  were housed i n  va r ious  l o c a t i o n s ,  u s u a l l y  i n  
the  homes of t h e  c l e r k s .  I t  is n o t  known where t h e  f i r s t  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  
was l o c a t e d ,  but  t h e  o l d  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  behind t h e  1731 c o u r t  house i s  
be l ieved  t o  have been b u i l t  i n  t h e  second q u a r t e r  of t h e  e igh teen th  cen tu r ) .  
The p resen t  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  is loca ted  i n  t h e  1899 c o u r t  house. I t  super-
cedes a  mid-nineteenth cen tu ry  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  t h a t  s tood bes ide  t h e  e a r l i e r  
c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e .  

The on ly  one of s e v e r a l  e a r l y  j a i l s  t h a t  s tood a t  va r ious  times 
around t h e  green i s  t h e  d e b t o r s '  p r i son  which is connected by a w a l l  t o  thr 
o l d  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e .  It is be l ieved  t h e  d e b t o r s '  p r i son  w a s  b u i l t  by 
W i l l i a m  S a t c h e l 1  i n  1814. 

Nearlv everv e a r l y  V i r g i n i a  c o u r t  house c o m ~ l e xhad i t s  tavern  



Gaines, William H., Jr., "Courthouses of Virginia's Eastern Shore," 
Cavalcade, vl. XLV, no. l(Sumner 1964), pp. 20-27. 

--
---- .-

L A T l T U D E  A N D  LONGITUDE COORDINATE9 

R -
L O N G I T U D E  L l T l T U O E  LONGITUDE 

( SF 37 21 ' 05 " 75 ' 56' 
sw 137. 21. 0 5 .  1 7 5  0 56. 53-

- --

45"I 11 APPROXOMITE A C R E A G E  O F  NOMINATED PROPERTI: Less tha.-- n 10 acres. - - " "A 

L I S T  A L L  S T A T E S  AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING S T 1 I C  U" LuuN 8 .  m u u F l u ^ " l c -

S T A T E :  COOS COUNTY 

I I 
S T A T E :  

Z 
ul 

I I 
S T A T E  COOE COUNTY 

1 -J-
11. FORM P R E P A R E D  BY --

NAME AND T I T L E :  

Virninia Historic 
ORGANIZATION 

I Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building 
~~p~~-d Z 

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 

C I T Y  OR TOWN: S T A T E  

9th August, 1 71-
S T R E E T  A N D  NUMBER: 0 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- I I hereby certify that th is  p r o p r t y  is included i n  the
tionai Historic Preservation Act of 19h6 (Publ ic  L a w  

National Register.89465) .  I hereby nominate th is  property for inclusion 

Richmond --.-
. STATE LIAISON OFFICER C E R T l F l C A  l I O N  

I in the Nstlonal Register end certify that it has  been )( I 

Virginia 1 51
I N A T I O N A L  REGISTER V E R I F I C A T I O N  

Name 

James W. Moody, Jr., Director 
Va. Historic Landmarks Commission

Ti t l e  

. 

evaluated according to  the criteria and procehres s e t  

forth by the Nstional Park Service. The recommended 

ievel of significance of this nomination is :  

National State Local  

Date 

ATTEST: 

Chief, Office of Archeology end Historic Preservation 

Keeper of The  National Regis ter  



Form 10.300. U N I T E D  STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) N A T I O N A L  P A R K  S E R V I C E  

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
NORTHAMPTON

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 	 E N T R V  NUMBER D A T E  

I 
(Number a l l  sntrfs.) 

2.- Bounded on t h e  e a s t  by R t .  13 and extending  from R t .  13 .1 m i .  wes t ,  and 
extending from t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  R t .  13 and R t .  631 .1 m i .  n o r t h  and .1 
m i .  south.  

-6. 
H i s t o r i c  American Buildings Survey Inventory 
1958 	 Federal  
Library  of  Congress 
Washington, D.C. Code: 11 

-I .  


gable  roof  and has a  modi l l ion  co rn ice  a long t h e  e n t i r e  f r o n t .  Also a c r o s s  

the  f r o n t  i s  a  one-s tory  porch supported on Doric columns. This porch appear  

t o  be an e a r l y - t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry  replacement of ano lde r  porch. The main p a r t  

of  the  inn was b u i l t  i n  s e v e r a l  s t a g e s ,  the  o l d e s t  p o r t i o n  be ing  a t  t h e  south-  

e r n  end. This s e c t i o n  s t a n d s  on i t s  o r i g i n a l  b r i c k  foundat ion which enc loses  

a f u l l  basement. Aside from t h i s  foundat ion and por t ions  of  t h e  modi l l ion  

co rn ice  most o f  t h e  v i s i b l e  e x t e r i o r  members of  t h e  bu i ld ing  such a s  the  c l ap -  

boarding,  doors ,  s a sh  and s h u t t e r s  have been renewed. 'Ihe r e a r  wings on t h e  

inn  a r e  mostly l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  a d d i t i o n s .  L i t t l e ,  i f  any f a b r i c  of  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e r e s t  su rv ives  on t h e  i n t e r i o r .  


-8 .  

and the  Northampton group f o r t u n a t e l y  preserves  i ts  own e igh teen th  cen tu ry  

examp1e . 


I t  was o r i g i n a l l y  c a l l e d  t h e  Taylor House, and i n  t h e  l a t e r  
p a r t  of t h e  n ine teen th  century  was renamed the  E a s t v i l l e  Inn ,  the  name by 
which i t  is s t i l l  c a l l e d  even though i t  is p r e s e n t l y  unoccupied. A tavern i 
be l ieved  t o  have been opera ted  on t h e  s i te  of  t h e  E a s t v i l l e  Inn from a s  e a r l y  
a s  1724, bur t h e  o l d e r  p a r t s  of  the  p resen t  rambling frame s t r u c t u r e  probably 
d a t e  from 1780 when John Tazewell of  Williamsburg so ld  t h e  s i t e  t o  James 
Taylor .  U n t i l  r e c e n t  decades the  E a s t v i l l e  Inn was a  f a v o r i t e  s o c i a l  ga ther  
ing  s p o t  f o r  t h  Eas tern  Shore. 

?To complete t h e  assemblage of  a proper  c o u r t  house complex, 
. 	the  Northampton group inc ludes  a f i n e  b r i c k  s torehouse  b u i l t  around 1800, an 

s e v e r a l  sma l l  law o f f i c e  bu i ld ings  f ac ing  t h e  green.  The whole group,with 
i ts  p ic tu resque  b u i l d i n g s  of  many e r a s  and s t y l e s  evokes t h e  sense  of  con t in -  
u i t y  and h i s t o r y  t h a t  forms such a n  important  p a r t  of  l i f e  on V i r g i n i a ' s  
Eas tern  Shore. 




