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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

XEXCELLENT -DETERIORATED ' ZUNALTERED SORIGINAL SITE 

-GOOD -RUINS A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The Edinburg M i l l  i s  a  t h r e e - s t o r y  frame g r i s t  m i l l  s t and ing  on t h e  banks of Stony 

Creek i n  Edinburg. S e t  on a  l imestone basement, t h e  m i l l  i s  c l a d  w i t h  p l a i n  weatherboards 
and covered wi th  a  standing-seam sheet-metal  roof.  I r r e g u l a r l y  f e n e s t r a t e d  wi th  616 sash 
on a l l  s i d e s ,  i t  i s  four  s t r u c t u r a l  bays long, and e n t r y  i s  i n t o  t h e  gable  end. Addit ions 
a t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  century  inc lude  two-story, shed-roof ex tens ions  f o r  s t o r a g e  along each 
of t h e  long s i d e s  and a one-s tory ,  gable-roof o f f i c e  s e t  i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  m i l l  and connected 
t o  it by a covered driveway. 

The cons t ruc t ion  of t h i s  m i l l ,  l i k e  t h a t  of most 19th-century g r i s t  m i l l s  i n  V i rg in i a ,  
i s  very conserva t ive .  A l l  of t h e  frame is s t u r d i l y  braced,  and f e a t u r e s  such a s  shoulder  
p o s t s  (which were no longer  used i n  houses when t h i s  m i l l  was b u i l t )  a r e  found here.  More 
important' a  p r i n c i p a l - r a f t e r -  and p u r l i n  roof wi th  wind braces  i s  used. M i l l  b u i l d e r s  
i n  Vi rg in i a  p re fe r r ed  t o  use  th i s . ' 18 th-cen turyroof f rame r a t h e r  than  a t r u s s  f o r  spanning 
their.wide-buildings'becauke.it' l e f t  t h e v a l u a b l e  roof space open f o r  b i n s  and machinery. 
This  one,resemb'les a n  18th:century . roof  ' i n  e v e r y ' r e s p e c t  except  t h a t  i t  u s e s  a . r i d g e  
board, a  f e a t u r e  introduced i n t o  vernacular  bu i ld ing  i n  t h e  mid-19th century.  . 

A s  t h e   dinb burg M i l l  was a  working feed  m i l l  u n t i l  J u l y  1978, t h e  i n t e r i o r  works, 
d a t i n g  from t h e  turn-of- the-century modernizat ion,  a r e  i n t a c t .  Located i n  t h e  basement, 
they inc lude  t h e  wheel w e l l  i n  t h e  northwest  corner  and a long b i n  along t h e  west  s ide .  
There is a b i n  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  on each f l o o r .  The s t a i r s ,  a s  i n  each of t h e  upper 
f l o o r s ,  a r e  i n  t h e  sou theas t  corner .  On t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  an o l d  Fairbanks s c a l e  wi th  
Greek Doric  columns suppor t ing  t h e  beam, an o l d  desk by t h e  door,  and Roskamp's Grain 
Rol le r  M i l l ,  manufactured by t h e  Roskamp H u l l e r  Company of Cedar F a l l s ,  Iowa. The second 
f l o o r  i s  devoted e n t i r e l y  t o  b ins .  On t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  a r e  more b i n s  and a Monarch 
Receiving Separator:and Monarch.Centrifuga1 Reel ,  both manufactured by Sprout  Waldron 
and Company, of Muncie, Indiana ,  and an I n t e r e l e v a t i n g  Flour  Dresse r  produced by August 
Wolf and Company of  CHambersburg; Pennsylvania.--The.'roof space  i s  given over  t o  more 
b ins  and t o  t h e  b e l t  d r i v e  s h a f t s  which powered t h e  equipment. . .  . . .  

. . a , .  _ .  I : . .  .. . . 
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

,., . , . : . . .  . . 

The bounds have been drawn a s  an i r r e g u l a r  q u a d r i l a t e r a l  w i t h  Stony Creek a s  t h e  e a s t  
s i d e ,  U.S. Route 11 a s  t h e  south,  a  d i r t  driveway a s  t h e  west,  and an imaginary l i n e  a t  
t h e  no r th  edge. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Edinburg M i l l ,  on Stony Creek i n  the v i l l age  of Edinburg, i s  a well-preserved 
example of the ear ly  agrarian industry of the Shenandoah Valley, Once p a r t  of a la rger  
indus t r ia l  complex, the m i l l  i s  presently being adapted fo r  use a s  a res taurant .  Bui l t  
-ca.-'1850 'by the  rands staff f;uoily;. the  .mill  machinery was. modernized a t  the  turn of the 
centiiryl;-is "is .the' cds'e with most of the ' l-arge-grist  m i l l s  of Virginia.. . -The . m i l l -  con-.., 3 

tinued.Cn u ie  -in t l i is  '.fo'm unti.1. July-1978.,-.when i b  -was -rescued .from possible  .demolition. : 
by its acquisition'far .-adaptive teuse;.-. - - - ..' - .  ' - - - . .  . . - - ... . . . . !  ,. . .. , .. , ,, ;, . ., 

As with many mi l l s ,  t h i s  i s  not the f i r s t  one on i t s  s i t e .  p h i l i p ,   rands staff, whose 
fa ther  owed a dl1 011 Xasaow-Passage Creek, purchased 354 acres on Stony Creek i n  1804 
and a f t e r  1813 developed a m i l l  complex there  t ha t  included saw, boring, and merchant 
f g r i s t )  mi l l s  as  well as  a carding machine and dwellings. The property was bequeathed 
i n  1832 to  h i s  son George Grandstaff who continued mil l ing operations on the s i t e  u n t i l  
h i s  death i n  1876. Land tax records show tha t  t h i s  man b u i l t  a new g r i s t  m i l l  a t  mid- 
century, f o r  which a $2,500 increase i n  building valuation was recorded i n  1850. In  1872 
Grai~dstiiff sold a l l  of h i s  r e a l . e s t a t e . t o  h i s  son George A. Grandstaff of Missouri. This 
s a l e  included "The water power-.tract-on which the rherchant- ill and mil1,house are  
s i tuated ,&nd the home t ract ."  But l i t i g a t i o n  stemming from an old partnership led t o  
the divis ion of owne2ship i n  the 1880s 'hetween theyounger-Grandstaff and George Koontz. 
Koontz became so le  owner a t  the turn of the century and i n  1905 sold "a dwelling house, 
ui.rtbuildings arid one merchant m i l l "  t o  J. Newton Wilson of Bridgewater. 

A dramatic moment i n  the h i s to ry  of the m i l l  occurred during sher idan 's  des t ruc t ive  
sweep oE the  Valley i n  February 1865. When the building was s e t  a f i r e ,  t r ad i t i on  has i t  
thaLtllc women of the  town persuaded Union o f f i ce r s  t o  save the remaining f lour .  
Confederate women and Union o f f i ce r s  extinguished the flames, saving the m i l l  and much of 
i t s  contents. 
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hereby nominate this property for ioclu:ion in the National ~ e ~ i s t e r ' a n d  certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and pro~zz&nal Park Setvice. 

STATE HISTO a SIGNATURE 

,,,, , Tucker H i l l ,  Executive Di rec to r  DATE JbN 1 9 1979 






