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XUNALTEREO KKORIGINAL SITE 

-ALTERED -MOVED DATE-- 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL [IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I 
Floyd Presbyter ian  Church i s  a small  but  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  Greek Revival  bu i ld ing  loca ted  
on Main S t r e e t  of t h e  county s e a t .  Designed and b u i l t  i n  1850 by Henry Di l lon ,  i t s  
d e t a i l s  a r e  derived from p l a t e s  i n  Asher Benjamin's P r a c t i c a l -  Carpenter  (1830). I 
The church i s  t h r e e  bays long wi th  twelve-over-twelve sash,  louvred b l i n d s ,  and a (nor th)  
gable-end facade. The b r i c k  i s  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond on the  facade  and f ive-course  
American bond on t h e  s i d e s .  The l a t t e r  have r e c e n t l y  been pa in ted  red ,  bu t  t h e  facade, 
with i t s  unpainted dark-red b r i c k s ,  and mortar  j o i n t s  l i n e d  i n  whi te ,  is y e t  unal te red .  
Centered on the  facade, j u s t  under the  white wooden e n t a b l a t u r e  which e n c i r c l e s  the  
ba i ld ing ,  i s  d i s c r e e t l y  pa in ted  t h e  legend "BCT 1850". 

Typical of small  Greek Revival churches, t he  facade is pla in .  I t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  embel- 
l i s h e n t s  c o n s i s t  o f  f o u r  white-painted stuccoed, Greek Doric-~ilasters,'dividing t h e  
facade i n t o  t h r e e  bays. The c e n t r a l  bay i s  a blank b r i ck  panel;  t he  o t h e r  two have 

I 
f r o n t i s p i e c e  doorways wi th  Doric p i l a s t e r s  support ing a p l a i n  e n t a b l a t u r e  surmounted by 
a blocking course wi th  a  c e n t r a l  t a b l e t  accented by a r ec tangu la r  recessed  panel.  The 

I I 

design is a s i m p l i f i e d  v e r s i o n  o f  t h a t  i l l u s t r a t e d  by Benjanin i n  h i s  P l a t e  28, "Design 1 
f o r  a Front  Door Case." i ! 
The roof i s  crowned by a low s t e e p l e .  I ts pyramidal base i s  covered wi th  e a r l y  twentieth-  1 
c c r t u r y  pressed  t i n  and suppor ts  a  square  b e l f r y  wi th  p a i r s  o f  & r i c  p i l a s t e r s  f l ank ing  
the  s i n g l e  r ec tangu la r  louvre  i n  each face.  An octagonal  s p i r e  completes t h e  tcwer. i 

i 
The i n c e r i o r  c o n s i s t s  of a s i n g l e  cell with a  low platform across  t h e  e n t i r e  sou th  end. 
A l a r g e  tabernaclecomposed of Doric p i l a s t e r s  support ing a p l a i n  e n t a b l a t u r e  wi th  a  

1 
I 

d e n t i l  co rn ice  i s  cen te red  on the  south  wal l .  Doors on e i t h e r  s i d e  lead  t o  a  c h o i r  
room and t o  a  1956 b r i c k  Sunday School e l l ,  r e spec t ive ly .  Across t h e  n o r t h  end is a 

I 

g a l l e r y  wi th  a  f l a t -pane led  f a s c i a  supported by two f l o o r - t o - c e i l i n g  p i e r s .  The a rea  
Lnder t h e  g a l l e r y  between t h e  two ent rance  doors has been enclosed f o r  s to rage  space,  
an2 e a r l y  twent ie th-century  matchboard wainscoting e n c i r c l e s  the  room.' I 

The church was abandoned by i t s  congregat ion i n  October,  1974, and t h e  congregat ion 
re loca ted .  A t  t h a t  time, the  Gothic Revival p u l p i t  was moved t o  the  new bu i ld ing ,  
and the  pews were given away. 
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SPEClFlC DATES 1850 BUlLDERlARCHlTECT Henry Di l lon  
-- 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Floyd Presbyter ian  Church i s  a we l l - c ra f t ed  example o f  the  p r o v i n c i a l  Greelc Revival s t y l e  
of bui ld ing .  Like many bui ld ings  of i t s  period,  i t s  d e t a i l i n g  i s  based on i l l u s t r a t i o n s  
i n  the  p a t t e r n  books w r i t t e n  by Asher Eienjamin, a Boston a r c h i t e c t .  The church, bel ieved 
to be t h e  o l d e s t  ex tan t  publ ic  bui ld ing  i n  Floyd County, is a l s o  an important  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
element i n  t h e  to-mscape of Floyd Court House. 

I n  the  e a r l y  n ine teen th  cen tu ry ,  s t imula ted  by t h a t  growth i n  evange l i ca l  r e l i g i o n  known 
as the  Second Great  Awakcning,Presbyterianism i n  southwest V i r g i n i a  began t o  expand. The 
establ ishment  of a number o f  churches i n  the  Floyd and >lontgomery County a reas  l e d  t o  
t h e  organ iza t ion  of the  Presbytery  o f  Montgomery a s  an  o f f shoo t  o f  the  Lexington Presby- 
t c r y  i n  1843. The new body had a membership of t e n  churches and twelve m i n i s t e r s .  

Trie ctiurch a t  Floyd f l o u r i s h e d  and i n  1850 e r e c t e d  a new b r i c k  bu i ld ing  i n  the  Greek ' !  
i /  ?,e:.i~.l s t y l e .  The bu i lde r  was Fenry Di l lon  (1808-1886), an I r i s h  inunigrant who g rew up , 

and was t r a ined  i n  Charleston,  South Carol ina.  Af te r  moving t o  Floyd County, V i rg in ia ,  :! 
D i l i c ~  b u i l t  several. important bu i ld ings  i n  the  area ,  inc luding t h e  county courthouse,  
rihich a r e  now demolished. A s  was t h e  p r a c t i c e  among c o c a t r y  b u i l d e r s  o f  h i s  day, Di l lon  . j  

. f  
r e l i e d  upon a p a t t e r n  book f o r  many of t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  the  church, i n  t h i s  case  The Prac- 
t i c a l  Ewdse Carpenter '(1830) of Asher Benjamin, perhaps the  most important  of t h e  pub l i she r s /  - --. 
of such books i n  e a r l y  n ine teenth-century  America. It i s  a measure of the  i s o l a t i o n  of 
the  a r e a  t h a t  Di l lon  employed a twenty-year-old handbook and b u i l t  i n  a s t y l e  which was 
r e p i d l y  passing out-of  f avor  i n m o r e  c o s m o p o l i t a ~  sec t ions .  i 

L 

i The church remained i n  continuous use  by the  P resby te r i an  congregat ion u n t i l  October,  
l97', when it was abandoned. I t s  f a t e  is p resen t ly  unce r t a in ,  bu t  i n t e r e s t e d  l o c a l  
c i t i z e n s  a r e  a t tempt ing  t o  f i n d  a new use  f o r  i t .  

i 



Eenjarnin, Asher. The P r a c t i c a l  House Carpenter.  Boston: 1830. 
Contr ibut ions  to  t h e  Hi s to ry  cf t h e  Synod of  Virg in ia .  Washington, D. C.: 1790. 
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 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
. 

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS 

NATIONAL - STATEX LOCAL -- 
AS the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 

hereby nominate this p~oper ty  for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has heen evaluated according t o  the 
criterla snd procedures set fonh by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFF1 - s Rcgistar 

TiTLE Junius  R. Fishburne,  . 107E 
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